XIEEER A T 1 THIRHE 6527515 ~36X— 2008 4

i I — & i

B B E B

Masakazu NAKAI and Common Sense
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Abstract
In the communication theory of Masakazu NAKAI, there are two key concepts; ‘Medium’ and
‘Mittel . Thinking of the relationship of these two concepts, we consider ‘Mittel' of NAKAI as me-
diation or medium which surpasses the wall which makes difference of order between the God and
human beings.

In this paper, we redefine ‘Mittel , that is to say, jumping the wall of the difference between the God
and human beings, supporting by the idea of “merchant of minerals”, which Yujiro NAKAMURA ex-
presses in his book, On Common Sense (1979). Jumping the wall equals looking over the world by way
of the eyes of the other people belonging to another social category. In 1936, NAKAI said handicapped
persons could grasp the crisis of the era of fascism more clearly than ordinary people.

In this context, we can make clear the notion of the ‘mapping’ of NAKAI and his discussion of the

‘two directions of ray or light . By the ‘mapping , we can mean the transformation of data or infor-
mation. Artists recognize the world by the data or information grasped by his special proportion of
senses. They transform in him these data into common data which can be universally understood by
the people with another proportion of senses. They express their works by transforming these com-
mon data into the data of special sense.

Moreover, we conclude that his concept of ‘Medium’ includes ‘Mittel , and ‘Mittel also includes

‘Medium’ , owing to the discussion about ‘topos’ in On Common Sense (1979) by NAKAMURA.
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