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Disjunctivism and Sensory Visual Imagination
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Abstract

How can we achieve knowledge about the world? Putnam claims that natural realism can reply to
the question. From this point of view, he proposes that we accept the disjunctive view of perception.
Fish claims in “Disjunctivism and Non-disjunctivism: Making Sense of the Debate” that we need to
elucidate the nature of the dispute between disjunctivists and non-disujunctivists. He argues that it is
not the dispute over the existence of an introspective state, but the dispute over the status of what we
learn from introspection. He suggests that the dispute should be taken forward by analyzing the epis-
temology of sensory visual imagination. By analyzing the epistemology, both Martin and Noordhof
argue for disjuctivism. Their arguments, however, are different from each other. This article exam-
ines this dispute. First, I will review both Martin's idea in “The Transparency of Experience” and
Noordhof’s idea in “Imagining Objects and Imagining Experiences”. Next, I will organize the dis-
pute. Then, I will argue that while some of Noordhof’ s objections against Martin are adequate, some
of them are inadequate. Finally, I will outline what is important when arguing for disjunctivism by
analyzing the epistemology of sensory visual imagination.
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