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Divisior of Labor between First Person Pronominal Forms

‘wu' and "wo" in Classical Chinese
SUGITA Yasushi

Classical Chinese in Chungiu period is said to have had so-called 'case
system” i.e. the diferences in syntactic function between such forms as "wu'
and "wo'. Bernhard Karlgren once argued that 'wu" is the nominative-genitive
form of lst. person pronoun, and "wo' the accusative-dative form. But his op-
ponents argued that there are many exeptions in which "wo® stands for subject
of the sentence. This paper concerns with these "exeptions' and attempts to
answer the question why "wo' becomes both subject and object

Here we find that pronoﬁn "wo' as subject and the one as cobject have a
common feature in their usages in The Analect. "Wo' as a subject of the sen-
tence is almost always used in cases when the predicates express some stative
phenomena. This shows that "wo' behaves like "inactive case’ in languages of
Active-inactive typology. Two exeptions in which "wo" becomes subject of vol-
untary actions rest, but all of these actions are always done as reactions to
some outer force, not as the action which the actor wanted himself to da. So,
'wo' stands for "involuntary case', which codes passive attitude of the actor
to the state or event which is described in predicate.

As is well known, "wu’ always precedes predicate verb of the sentence,
even when it becomes object of the verb. So., "Wu' obeys a rule of precedence,
a rule which is perfectly obeyed by *wu': while "wo' obeys a rule of voluntar-
iness, a rule which is perfectly obeyed by "wo'. Reverse combinations of pro-
nouns and rules are not formed regidly. 'Wu" sometimes behave like voluntary

subject, but sometimes not: "wo' sometimes behave postverbally, but sometimes

not. This is the reason why such rules have so-called "exeptions’.

(Rig2mEa 1993F8A2TH)
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