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Textual Discourse Analysis: An interpretive method for understanding psychological process
through reading practice
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To date, a number of studies have sought to elucidate the mental processes involved in textual
analysis. However, because the methods in those studies have reflected researcher intuitions, they
have tended to lack clear theoretical frameworks to connect textual interpretation and its mental
processes. Accordingly, it is especially urgent to develop a coherent method of discourse analysis
based on dialogical theory which supports its theoretical validity and its methodological
generalization.

This paper proposes a textual analysis procedure called textual discursive analysis, which is
based on M. Foucault's theory of discourse. Textual discursive analysis is conducted through two
steps.

(1) Extract discursemes (units of textual meaning) from the text, and arranging them in the

form of a binomial opposition, conduct content analysis.

(2) Specify the arrangement and distribution of discursemes within the discursive space.

Through these steps, textual discursive analysis can identify the formation and organization of
the author's sense-makings, social background meanings, and their interrelationships.

We apply this method to moral discourse within the context of the recent psychological
controversies over moral education. Providing graphical representations of the discursive space for
the moral education controversies, the analysis results indicate that the method has a degree of
validity and demonstrate its applicability.
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Table 2 "EfE~7 3 F 1+ OFEFH (The Discourse of the 'Moral Majority’)

To suggest 1Aa
that homosexuality is a sickness 1B
or that it is a physical condition 1Ca
caused by biological facts 1Cb
rather than an emotional and mental condition 1D
is highly blasphemous. 1Ab
The Bible tells us 2A
that the cause of homosexuality is sin. 2B
A person is not born a homosecual; 3A
he becomes one accoring to his sinful will. 3B
a person lets sin and the devil take control of his life. 4
Table 3 74 DAMEDEH (The Discourse of Gay Rights)
In 1984 the only remaining serious objection to homosextuality is religious. 4A
Scientific observation and modern statistical surveying show 4Ba
that homosexuality is a normal variation of sexual behavior in human beings 4Bb
..(SCIENTIFIC OBSERVATION) has changed the way the modern world view sex. 4C
We look scientifically. 4D
We no longer look to ancient ‘revealed texts 4Ea
to find facts about the world. 4Eb
We look to the world... 4F
With that shift in methodology, 5Aa
Old superstitions have been debunked... 5Ab
Thanks to (SCIENTIFIC OBSERVATION) 5Ba
it can be shown 5Bb
that homosexuals are not incarnated demons or withes, 5Bcl
not criminals or spies... 5Bc2
Today homosexuality is understood to be a psychological condition, 6Aa
a quirk of pwersonality 6Ab
a simple personal characteristic. 6Ac
There is no evidence 6Ba
that active homosexuals are mentally disordered or socially dysfunctional. 6Bb
Certain religious groups, however, demand, 7Aa
in spite fo the evidence, 7Ab

that this particular trait be singled out for special condemnation and blame. TAc
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