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Wittgenstein’s Thinking in On Certainty (1)

Akio KIKAI

Abstract

In this paper, we try to apply the concepts of thread of thinking

and sequence of thinking and the analytical method based on them,

which we developed in our previous paper on On Cerfainty, to the text
of the second part of Wittgenstein's On Cerfainty (§§ 66-192), to show
their general applicability to Wittgenstein’s unedited texts that can
be considered to express the real productive process of Wittgenstein's
thinking such as On Certainty. The results show that this part of the
text expresses a stream of well-structured thinking despite its apparent
unstructuredness. Moreover, our concepts and method made it pos-
sible to extract certain patterns of Wittgenstein’s productive thinking
process, which could be called “style” and “rhythm” of Wittgenstein’s
thinking. Which means that our method could open a previously
unexplored field of study, whose objects consist not of the contents
of Wittgenstein’s thinking (what he thought), but of his actual thinking
~ itself (how he thought).
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