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Akio KIKAI: Subject and Structure of Wittgenstein’s
On Certainty (3)

Abstract

In this paper, we investigate the nature of Wittgenstein’s thinking
that produced the text given us as On Certainty and try to extract the
principles according to which Wittgenstein’s thought-movement was
actually produced. As a conclusion, we state that Wittgenstein’s
thought-movement was produced by the mutually interacted activ-
ities of the threads of thinking, which are acting themes existing in
Wittgenstein’s mind through-out the philosophically active period of
his life. At each occasion of his philosophical thinking, several
threads co-work and produce a sequence of thoughts which present
itself as a series of “remarks” sharing a common topic. Thus his text
always has the structure of a series of sequences in our sense. We
apply these concepts to the first part (remarks 1-65) of On Certainty
and show the structure of his thinking there as a demonstration of our
view. In short, this part of the text is produced by four interacting
threads of thoughts, whose themes are /Moore’s assertion’s interpre-
tation/, /logical limit of error/, /criticism of idealism/, and /critique
of the concept of knowledge as a mental state/. The complete
analysis of the rest of On Certainty will be given in the sequel of this
paper.
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