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RECOGNIZING SPECIAL METRICS BY
TOPOLOGICAL PROPERTIES OF THE
“METRIC”-PROXIMAL HYPERSPACE

By

Camillo CosTANTINI and Valentin GUTEV

Abstract. In this paper, we first characterize those compatible
metrics d on a metrizable space X which give rise to a connected d-
proximal hyperspace. We show that the space of irrational numbers,
in particular, admits a complete metric with this property and, as a
consequence, we get a negative answer to a question of [11] about
selections for hyperspace topologies. Next, we characterize the com-
patible metrics on X which are uniformly equivalent to ultrametrics
showing that this is equivalent to the zero-dimensionality of the
corresponding proximal hyperspaces. Applications and related results
about other disconnectedness-like properties of proximal hyperspaces
are obtained.

1. Introduction

Let X be a Tj-space, and let #(X) be the family of all non-empty closed
subsets of X. Identifying the points of X with the corresponding singletons, we
may consider % (X) as a set-theoretical extension of the set X. From this point of
view, a topology 7 on Z (X) is admissible [14] if (# (X),7) is also a topological
extension of the topological space X. Here, in effect, “‘admissible” means ad-
missible with respect to the topological structure on X which is the terminology
we will adopt for this particular paper. It should be said that “admissible” may
regard also some additional structures on X (see [14]).
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The two best known examples of admissible topologies on % (X) are the
Vietoris and Hausdorff topologies. The Vietoris topology Ty depends only on the
topology of X, and a base for this topology is given by all collections of the form

I y={SeF(X):S< )7 and SNV # &, whenever V e/},

where 7~ runs over the finite families of open subsets of X.

Let (X,d) be a metric space. The Hausdorff topology tys) on 7 (X) is gen-
erated by the Hausdorff distance H(d) associated to d, hence it depends essen-
tially on the metric d. Let us recall that H(d) defines as

H(d)(S,T) =sup{d(S,x)+d(x,T) : xe SUT}, S,TeZF(X).

It is well-known that 7) coincides with 744 if and only if X is compact [14],
while, in general, these two topologies are not comparable.

There are many interesting investigations about properties of the Vietoris ex-
tension (7 (X),7y) of a topological space X, most of them related to the follow-
ing general question: Do there exist properties P and Fy(P) such that X € P
if and only if (F(X),ty) € Fy(2)?

Here are two particular results in this direction which will be important for
the proper understanding of this paper. The first one is related to disconnectedness-
like properties of 7), and states that a space X is strongly zero-dimensional if and
only if (#(X),ty) is zero-dimensional, see [14]. Here, a space Z is strongly zero-
dimensional if dim(Z) =0, and Z is zero-dimensional if it has a base of clopen
sets (i.e., if ind(Z) = 0).

The second result gives that a strongly zero-dimensional metrizable space X
is Cech complete if and only if # (X) has a 7y-continuous selection [8, 10, 15].
Here, a map f: 7 (X)— X is a selection for 7 (X) if f(S)e S for every
SeZ(X). In case 7 is a topology on Z(X), a selection f for Z(X) is 7-
continuous if it is continuous with respect to .

In the present paper we deal with similar problems, but this time about
relations between topological properties of hyperspaces and compatible metrics
on the base space. Briefly, let Z(X) be the set of all compatible metrics on a
metrizable space X, and let, for every d € Z(X), a topology 75 on Z(X) be
defined (i.e., “75” stands for a generic class of metric-generated hyperspace top-
ologies on 7 (X)). Do there exist M = Z(X) and a topological property Fp( M)
such that d € M if and only if (F(X),t5w)) € Fa(M)?

The collection of all Hausdorff topologies 7y, d € Z(X), provides an
example of a generic class “czgy” of metric-generated hyperspace topologies on
F(X). Note that (F(X),ty(s)) is metrizable for every d € Z(X).
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A central place in the present paper is occupied by another collection of
admissible metric-generated hyperspace topologies 754y, d € Z(X), on # (X) which
is, in fact, intermediate between the Vietoris hyperspace and the corresponding
Hausdorff hyperspaces (actually, it is obtained by “mixing” these hypertopologies
in a suitable way). For a given metric d € Z(X), the topology 754 is known as
the d-proximal topology on Z(X) [5], and is generated by all d-modifications of
the basic tp-neighbourhoods, i.e. by all collections of the form

I Da={S e Da(S, X\U7") > 0},
where 7~ is a finite family of open subsets of X and
D,y(S,T)=inf{d(x,y) : xeS,ye T}, whenever S,T < X.

In what follows, for technical reasons only, let us agree that D, (S, &) = +oo for
every non-empty S < X.

Let us mention that a d-proximal topology 75 is metrizable if and only
if (X,d) is totally bounded [5], which is in turn equivalent to the normality of
(7 (X),15)) [12]. Also, for metrics d,p € Z(X), we have that 754y = 74, if and
only if d and p are uniformly equivalent [5]. Finally, we always have the following
(usually strong) inclusion:

Tod) < Tv N TH()-

We are now ready to state more precisely the main purpose of this paper. In
the first place, we characterize those compatible metrics d € Z(X) on a metrizable
space X which give rise to a connected d-proximal hyperspace topology (Theorem
2.1). Further, we demonstrate that the space of the irrational numbers P has
a complete compatible metric p e Z(P) such that (F(P),t5,)) is connected
(Example 2.6). In particular, this implies that % (P) does not admit any s,)-
continuous selection, which provides a negative answer to a question of [11].

In the second place, we show that a d-proximal hyperspace is zero-
dimensional if and only if d is uniformly equivalent to an ultrametric (Theorem
3.3). We apply this fact to show that a zero-dimensional metrizable space X is
compact if and only if any d € Z(X) is uniformly equivalent to an ultrametric
(Theorem 4.3). Other results in classifying metrizable spaces are provided (see
Theorems 4.1, 4.5 and 5.9).

Finally, the paper contains also results about the selection problem on
“metric”’-proximal hyperspaces (see Section 5). Related to the result of [8, 10, 15]
mentioned before, we extend [11, Theorem 1.2] showing that, for a completely
metrizable space X and a d € 2(X), if (X,d) has a base of d-clopen sets, then
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F(X) has a 754)-continuous selection (Theorem 5.1). We also show that the
assumption above can be weakened to requiring the subspace X'\{z}, obtained by
removing some single point z, to have a base of d-clopen sets (Corollary 5.7).

2. Which Metrics Do Give Rise to a Connected Proximal Topology?

Let (X,d) be a metric space. We shall say that a subset 4 of a metric space
(X,d) is d-clopen if Dy(A,X\A) > 0. Note that every d-clopen set is clopen but
the converse is not true (see, for instance, Examples 2.5 and 2.6). On the other
hand, by the definition of D,, the subsets X and ¢ are always d-clopen. Now,
we shall say that a metric space (X,d) is d-connected if X and & are the only
d-clopen subsets of (X, d).

The following theorem will be proven in this section.

THEOREM 2.1. A4 metric space (X, d) is d-connected if and only if (7 (X), t5a))
is connected.

To prepare for the proof of Theorem 2.1, we provide some relations between
clopen subsets of (#(X),154)) and d-clopen subsets of (X,d). To this end, we
need the following property of the Vietoris hyperspace; such a property was also
stated, in a slightly weaker form, in [6].

LemMaA 2.2. Let X be a topological space, € = F (X) be a ty-closed set, and
let M be a non-empty subset of € which is a chain with respect to the usual set-
theoretical inclusion. Then, there exists M € € such that U,ﬂ M.

Proor. Let M :W, and let us show that M €%. Take a basic tp-
neighbourhood <% )» of M. For every U e % there exists My € .# such that
MyNU# & because U is open and |J.#NU # . Hence, My =
({My:UeU}elUy because My < M. On the other hand, My e ./ =%
because .# is a chain in 4. Therefore, (#)N% # . This finally implies that
M € € because ¥ is ty-closed in F(X). O

The following consequence of Lemma 2.2 regards the d-clopen subsets of
(X,d) as an indication about the possible clopen subsets of (F(X),754))-

COROLLARY 2.3. Let (X,d) be a metric space, U = F (X) be a t54)-clopen
set, with U # &, and let .o/ < AU be a maximal chain with respect to the usual set-
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theoretical inclusion. Then, </ has a maximal element which is a d-clopen subset of
(X,d).

Proor. It follows from Lemma 2.2 that .7 has a maximal element 4 because
o/ < 9 is a maximal chain and % is, in particular, a tp-closed set. Since % is
also 754)-open, there now exists a basic 754)-open set {7 p, such that 4 e
74 = . The only possibility is 4 = ) 7". Indeed, x € [ ] 7" implies AU {x} €
V" Yq = U because d(x, X\ )#") > 0. Since 7 is maximal, we finally get that
AU{x}e.o/. That is, A=(J)7 holds and, by definition, Dy(4,X\4)=
Dqy(A4,X\|)7") > 0. O

We conclude the preparation for the proof of Theorem 2.1 with the following
proposition which may read as a partial converse of Corollary 2.3. Below, and
in the sequel, for a subset 4 = X we set {AYy, = {4}y, and, respectively,

Ay = {4}).

PROPOSITION 2.4.  For a clopen subset A of a metric space (X,d), the fol-
lowing conditions are equivalent:

(a) A4 is d-clopen.
(b) €44 is t5a)-clopen.
(c) <A4) is t54)-open.

ProOF. In case 4 =, this is trivial. Suppose 4 # . Then, (a) — (b)
follows from the definition of a d-clopen set. For (b) — (c), take a maximal chain
o/ in {AY,;. Then, by Corollary 2.3, o/ has a maximal element which is a d-
clopen subset of (X,d), and it is clear that such an element must be A itself; thus,
{A)y = {AY,. Finally, (c) — (a) is a consequence of A € <{A4). O

PrOOF OF THEOREM 2.1. In case (F(X),154)) is connected, by Proposition
2.4, the space (X,d) must be d-connected.

As for the inverse implication, suppose that (X, d) is d-connected but there
exists a 754)-clopen .o/ = F(X), with & # .o/ # 7 (X). Then F(X)\.«/ has the
same properties, and either .«/ or % (X)\.«/ does not contain X. So, Corollary 2.3
gives a d-clopen set 4 with (J # A4 # X which is impossible. O

Note that every connected metric space (X, d) is certainly d-connected which,
together with Theorem 2.1, gives a list of examples of connected d-proximal
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topologies. However, the converse is not true and this is what we will establish
in the rest of the section. To this end, let us observe that (X,d) is d-connected
if and only if D,;(A4,X\A) =0 for every non-empty proper (closed) subset A4 of
X. In particular, this implies the following immediate example of strongly zero-
dimensional d-connected metric spaces (X,d).

EXAMPLE 2.5. Let X be a dense subset of the real line R, and let d be the
standard FEuclidean metric on X. Then, (X,d) is d-connected.

The rational numbers @ and the irrational numbers P are among the most
important zero-dimensional dense subsets of the real line. Unfortunately, both the
metric spaces (Q,d) and (P,d) are not complete. From a topological point of
view, however, the space of the irrational numbers P is Cech complete. As we
will see, this is only a part of our motivation for the next key example.

EXAMPLE 2.6. There exists a complete metric p € Z(P) on the irrational line
P such that (P, p) is p-connected.

Proor. Let d be the standard Euclidean metric on P. We will describe the
metric p in an explicit way. In fact, p is the metric on P obtained by modifying d
to a complete metric on P by the help of the countable complement Q of P in R.
Namely, let {¢;:i€ N} be a one-to-one indexing of the rational numbers Q.
Then, the formula

1 1
- i X7J’EPa
d(X, ql) d(yaql)‘}

o0 1 )
p(x, y) = d(x, y) + ZE 1'1'111'1{17
i=1

certainly defines a complete compatible metric p on P. Turning to the verification
that (P, p) is p-connected, let B be a proper non-empty closed subset of P, and
let ¢ > 0. What we have to show is that D,(B,P\B) < ¢. For the purpose, let
k e N be such that 1/2k~! < /3. It will be now sufficient to find a point b € B
and a point ¢ € P\B such that

(i) d(b,c) <¢/3, and
(i) |1/d(b,q;) — 1/d(c,q:)| < ¢/3 for every ie N, with 1 <i<k—-1.

Indeed, let b€ B and ce P\B be as in (i) and (ii). Then,
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|

o0

p(b,c) =d(b,c)+ Zzi min{ 1,

i=1

1 B 1
d(b,q,) d(C, CII)

|

1 B 1
d(bvql) d(C, ql)

k=1
& I .
<§+ g Emm{l,

i=1

e & 1 e & 1
<242y = <ot
3 322+_ <3ty

and therefore D,(B,P\B) < p(b,c) <.

Thus, to finish the proof, it only remains to define such points b € B and
¢ € P\B. Since there exists x € P\ B, we may suppose that there exists y € B with
y > x (the case y < x is symmetric). Let a = sup{z € [x, p) : [x,z] N B = J}. We
distinguish the following two situations.

In case ae P, we have that ae€ B because B is closed in P. Then, set
b=a. As for ¢, take any point c¢e€[x,b)NP such that d(b,c) <¢/3 and
[1/d(b,q;) — 1/d(c,q;)| < ¢/3 for every i e N, with 1 <i < k — 1. Clearly, b and ¢
are as required in (i) and (ii).

In case ae Q, it follows that a = ¢g; for some je /N. Hence, there exists
a strictly decreasing sequence {y,:ne N} = B such that lim,_. y, =a and
(2a — y1) € [x,qa]. For every ne N, let x, = 2a — y, be the element symmetric to
yn with respect to a. Then, {x,:ne N} = P\B is a strictly increasing sequence
which is convergent to a. Note that lim, . |1/d(x,,q;) —1/d(yu,q:)] =0
for every ieN. Indeed, if i#j, then this follows from the fact that
lim,, o, d(Xy, yu) = 0. Otherwise, merely note that |1/d(x,,q;) —1/d(yn,q;)| =0
for every ne N. In this way, there is now an m € N such that d(x,,, ym) < ¢/3
and |1/d(xm, qi) — 1/d(ym, q:)| < ¢/3 for every i e N with 1 <i <k — 1. Then, in
this case, b = y,, and ¢ = x,, are as required in (i) and (ii). O

By Example 2.6, we have the following interesting consequence which
provides, in particular, a negative answer to a question of [11].

COROLLARY 2.7. Let X be a completely metrizable space which contains a
closed copy of the irrational line P. Then, there exists a complete compatible metric
d on X such that 7 (X) does not admit any ts)-continuous selection.



152 Camillo CosTANTINI and Valentin GUTEV

PrOOF. Let p e Z(P) be as in Example 2.6. By a result of [3], p extends to a
complete compatible metric 4 on X. Suppose, by contradiction, that f: #(X) —
X is a 754)-continuous selection, and let S'e # (X) be a proper clopen subset of
P. By [5, Lemma 4.1], (# (P, t5,)) coincides with 7 (P) equipped with the relative
topology of (#(X),s54)). Hence, by Theorem 2.1 and Example 2.6, # (P) is a
connected subset of (7 (X),754)). On the other hand, the set f~'(S)NZ(P) is
clopen in (Z (P),15)), so Z(P) = f~'(S). However this is impossible because f
is a selection and therefore f~!(S) will contain all the singletons of points of S
but will not contain any singleton of points of P\S. O

3. Ultrametrics and Disconnectedness-Like Properties of
Proximal Hyperspaces

In this section, we first establish an equivalence between a suitable remet-
rization property on a metrizable space X and the topological property of zero-
dimensionality of the corresponding proximal hyperspaces. Let d e Z(X),
x,ye X and let 6 > 0. We shall say that the points x and y are J-chainable
in (X,d), and shall write that chy(x, y) <J, if there exists an n € N and points
Z0,...,2y, € X such that zy = x, z, =y and d(z;_1,2;) <o for i=1,...,n (cf. [2]).

For a non-empty subset 4 of X and &> 0, we define an e-chain neigh-
bourhood of A in (X,d) by

GAN9(A) = {ye X : chy(x, p) < & for some x € A4}.

Also, we will use .4,9(A4) to denote the open e-neighbourhood of A in (X,d), i.e.
N 4(A4) = {ye X :d(y,A) < ¢}. In the special case of a singleton 4 = {x}, we set
6N (x) = 64,%({x}) and, respectively, A, 9(x) = A;9({x}).

Note that 4;9(A4) c €.4;%(A) is always valid but the converse is related
to special properties of the metric d. Let us recall that a metric d € 2(X)
on X is said to be an ultrametric, or a non-Archimedean one, if d(x,y) <
max{d(x,z),d(z,y)} for every x,y,ze X.

ProPOSITION 3.1. Let X be a metrizable space. For a metric d € 9(X), the
following two conditions are equivalent:
(@) d is an ultrametric.

(b) €A% (x) = N9 (x) for every xe X and &> 0.

ProoF. In case d is an ultrametric, we have that /%(x)=
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{9 (») sy e A% x)} for every xe X and &> 0. This easily entails, by an
inductive argument, the implication (a) — (b). Suppose now that d is as in (b).
Also, take points x, y,z€ X, and let 0 = max{d(x,z),d(z, y)}. Then, for every
e >0, we get that ye @A4,%(x) = 4,%(x) which finally implies that d(x, y) <.

(]

In what follows, to every subset 4 of a metric space (X,d) we associate
a real number A,(A), or the infinite number A (A) = +o0, defined as Ay(A4) =
D,(A4,X\A4). By definition, 4 is a d-clopen subset of (X,d) if and only if
Ai(A4) > 0. On the other hand, A;(4) =+oo if and only if either 4 =X or
A = . The following simple observation, whose verification is left to the reader,
presents some important relations between d-clopen sets and J-chain neigh-
bourhoods.

ProproSITION 3.2.  For a non-empty subset A of a metric space (X,d) and
0 >0, the following holds:

(1) 6A4;%(A) = A if and only if Ay(A) = 6.
(2) G (BN (A)) = CA57(A).

We are now ready to prove the following theorem.

THEOREM 3.3. For a metric space (X,d), the following conditions are
equivalent:

(@) There exists an ultrametric on X which is uniformly equivalent to d.

(b) (F(X),t5)) is zero-dimensional.

(c) For every A€ F(X) and ¢ > 0 there exists a d-clopen subset B of (X,d)
with A = B < A% (A).

(d) For every ¢ >0 there exists a 6 > 0 such that 6./;%(x) = A4 (x) for all
xeX.

Proor. (a) — (b). Let p be an ultrametric on X which is uniformly equiv-
alent to d. By a result of [5], we have that 75, = 754). Hence, it suffices to
show that (F(X),15,) is zero-dimensional. Towards this end, let 4 € # (X) and
let {%), be a basic ts,)-neighbourhood of A. Then, there exists 6 >0 such
that A;”(4) = | J%. Next, for every U e pick a fixed point x(U)e ANU
and o(U) >0 with A5, (x(U)) = UNA;"(A4). Finally, set 7" = {A;"(4)}U
{,/lg("w(x(U)) : U e}. In this way, by Propositions 3.1 and 3.2, we get a family
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7" of p-clopen subsets of (X,p). Then, by Proposition 2.4, {77), defines a
75(p)-clopen neighbourhood of 4 because

1Yy = A (AN, Nl ((UNYY, = U et}
= (AN (K(U)), : U e ).

Since 77, = «Y,, (b) holds.

(b) — (c). Let 4 € #(X), and let ¢ > 0. Note that ¥~ = .A,%(A4)Y, defines a
75(4)-neighbourhood of 4. Then, by (b), there exists a 754)-clopen neighbourhood
AU of A with % < v". Let # be a maximal chain in % such that 4 € 4. Then, by
Corollary 2.3, there exists B =max %, and it is a d-clopen subset of (X,d). In
particular, 4 = B < A;%(A4) which is the statement of (c).

(c) — (d). Suppose that (d) fails. Hence, there exists a y > 0 such that for
every n € N one can find points x,, y, € X with chy(x,, y,) < 1/n and d(x,, y,) >
4y. According to the Efremovic Lemma (see [4]), there now exists a strictly
increasing sequence {n;:i€ N} = N such that d(x,,, y,) =y for every i,je N.
Setting then 4 = {x,, : i € N}, we get that %thd(A)\M/d(A) # (& for every 0 > 0
because y,, € (gﬂflf/lm (A)\g/Vyd(A) for every i € N. On the other hand, by condition,
there is B < X such that Ay(B) >0 and 4 < Bc Agd(A). Hence, by Proposition
3.2,

CAN! 5y (A) =GN ) (B) = B = A(A).

A contradiction.

(d) — (a). Let {0,: ne N} be a decreasing sequence of positive real num-
bers such that, for every ne N and x,ye X, we have d(x,y) < 1/n provided
chy(x, y) <o,. Set %y ={X} and %, = {%A/(;nd(x) : x € X}. By Proposition 3.2,
each %,, n > 0, is a disjoint open cover of X which refines both {thlj’,7(x) :xe X}
and %,_i. Also, (J{#,:ne N} is a base for the topology X. Therefore,
{U, :ne N} is a discrete development in the sense of [9]. Then, according to [9,
Proposition 1.5], we may consider the compatible ultrametric p on X defined by

0 if x=y
plx,y) =

! if x#y
r(x, y) ’
where r(x,y) =min{ne N :y ¢ (M/()nd(x)} If p(x, y) < 1/n for some x,y e X and
n e N, then chy(x,y) <9, and, therefore, d(x,y) < 1/n. Thus, to prove that p
and d are uniformly equivalent, it only remains to show that for every ¢ > 0 there
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exists a 0 >0 such that p(x,y) <& provided d(x,y) <. For a given ¢ > 0,
let m e N be such that 1/m < e¢. Then, d(x,y) <J, for some x,y e X certainly
implies that ye %/tgs(x) and, hence, p(x,y) < 1/m <e. O

The rest of the section is devoted to a more precise reading of the remet-
rization condition stated in (a) of Theorem 3.3. Suppose that X is a metrizable
space. We consider a relation < of partial order on 2(X) by letting, for p,d e
2(X), that p < d if and only if the uniformity generated by p is coarser than the
one generated by d or, equivalently, if for every ¢ > 0 there exists #(¢) > 0 such
that, whenever x, y € X, d(x, y) < 5(¢) implies p(x, y) < &. Note that two metrics
p,d € 2(X) are uniformly equivalent if and only if p < d and d < p. On the other
hand, it could be easy observed that p < d implies 75, < T5a).

The following observation shows that the existence of an ultrametric p with
d < p is a topological property and, hence, it cannot be applied to recognize
special d-proximal hyperspaces.

PrOPOSITION 3.4.  For a metrizable space X, the following two conditions are
equivalent:

(@) For every d e 2(X) there exists an ultrametric p e 9(X) with d < p.
(b) X is strongly zero-dimensional.

Proor. The implication (a) — (b) is obvious. Suppose that X is strongly
zero-dimensional. We follow the construction in the last part of the previous
proof. Namely, we set %y = {X}. Since X is strongly zero-dimensional, for every
n > 0 there exists a disjoint open cover %, of X which refines both {/lﬁ‘;n(x) :
xe X} and %,_;. In this way, we get a discrete development {#, : ne N} of X.
Also, for every point x € X and every n e N there exists exactly one U,(x) € %,
with x € U,(x). Then, as before, we may consider the compatible ultrametric p on
X defined by

0 if x=y

p(x,y) = 1.
— ifx#y
r(x,»)

where r(x,y) =min{ne N :y¢ U,(x)}. If p(x,y) < 1/n for some x,ye X and
neN, then x,ye U for some U € %U,. Therefore, d(x,y) < 2/n which finally
implies that d < p. O
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The reverse inequality certainly implies a special metric property which is
the statement of our next result. To state this, for a metrizable space X and
d,pe 2(X), let us agree to write that p < d if and only if p(x, y) < d(x,y) for
every x,y € X. Note that p < d implies p < d.

THEOREM 3.5. For a metric space (X,d), the following conditions are
equivalent:

(@) There exists an ultrametric p e 2(X) with p <d.

(b) There exists an ultrametric p € 2(X) with p <d.

(c) For every x € X there exists a neighbourhood L of x and an ultrametric
peP(L) with p<d|L x L.

(d) (X,d) has a base of d-clopen sets.

(e) For every x e X and ¢ > 0 there is § = 5(x,&) > 0 with GA;4(x) = A;4(x).

To prepare for the proof of Theorem 3.5, we need the following statements
about d-clopen sets and J-chain neighbourhoods.

PrROPOSITION 3.6. Let (X,d) be a metric space, x € X, L be a neighbourhood
of x, and let pe (L) be an ultrametric on L such that p <d|L x L. Then, L
contains a d-clopen neighbourhood G of x.

Proor. Let y >0 and ¢> 0 be such that .4.”(x) c Jt/y'd(x) c thzfl(x) c L.
Then, G = 4”(x) is a d-clopen subset of (X,d). Indeed, let 5(¢) > 0 be as in the
definition of the relation p < d|L x L, and let 6 = min{z(¢),y}. Take a point
y€ G and a point ze X such that d(y,z) <d. Note that 4;9(y) < Q/Vyd(y) c
A3 (x) = L because y € G = .4;(x). Therefore, § < 7(¢) implies

ze M 0(0) = ML e A () = AP (x) = G
because p is an ultrametric. That is, A;(G) =0 > 0. O

ProposITION 3.7. Let (X,d) be a metric space, x € X and let 0 > 0. Then,
GN; N (y) = GN;(x) for every ye BN (x).

Proor. Follows from the definition of J-chainable points. O
ProPosITION 3.8.  Let (X,d) be a metric space, x € X, and let 6 > 0. Also, let

B be a d-clopen subset of (X,d), and let y =min{d,A;(B)}. Then, ‘éﬂ/y'd(y) c
GN;(x)\B for every point y e G.N;"(x)\B.
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Proor. Easy. O

Now, to every family 7~ of subsets of a metric space (X,d) we associate the
number Ay(7") = inf{Ay(V): V e ¥'}. The following trivial property of A;(7")
will be found useful in our next considerations.

PrOPOSITION 3.9. Let (X,d) be a metric space, and let V" be a family of
subsets of X. Then, Ay(7") <min{As(|)7"),Aa(()7")}.

For a metric space (X,d) and y > 0, we consider the following families of
subsets of X:

GN[X,d] = {6N;(x): xe X and > 0},

and
CN;[X,d] = {6 (x) : xe X and § > y}.

Note that €A [X,d] = (J{€AN;[X,d]:y > 0}.

ProposiTiION 3.10. Let (X,d) be a metric space, y >0, and let V" <
CN,[X,d]. Then, there is a disjoint refinement U of ¥ such that \ ) U =\ ) V" and
U = CN|X,d).

Proor. By Proposition 3.7, % = {(&/Vyd (x) :xe ()77} is as required because
for every V' e?" and xe V there exists 0 >y with (é/!gd(x) c N (x)=V.
O

Lemma 3.11. Let (X,d) be a metric space, and let V" = €N'[X,d]. Then,
there exists a disjoint family % = €N X,d) such that U refines V" and \ ) U =\ ) V.

Proor. Whenever n>1, set v, ={Ve? :VebAN X, ,d]}. By Prop-
osition 3.10, the family 77 is refined by a disjoint family %, < €41[X,d] such
that ()% =) 71. By Propositions 3.2 and 3.9, | J#%; is a d-clopen set with
Aq({J) %) > 1. Hence, by Proposition 3.8, there exists a family #5 = 6.4 5[X, d]
which refines 73 and () #3 = (| ) 73)\(|J %). Then, by Proposition 3.10, we
find a disjoint family %, = .4 ,,[X,d] which refines #3 (and, hence, 73) and
U%z = U% In this way, by induction, for every n > 1 there exists a dis-
joint family %, = €.A1/,[X,d] which refines 7, and ()%, = (| 7)\(J 7 u-1).
The family # = (J{%,:n > 1} satisfies all our requirements because 7 =
({7 :n>1}. O
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We accomplish the preparation for the proof of Theorem 3.5 by the following
consequence of Lemma 3.11.

ProposITION 3.12.  Let (X,d) be a metric space for which €A [X,d] con-
stitutes a base for the topology of X. Then, every open cover ¥~ of X admits a
disjoint refinement U < €N [X,d].

PrOOF OF THEOREM 3.5. The implications (a) — (b) — (c) are obvious, while
the implication (c) — (d) follows by Proposition 3.6.

(d) — (e). Suppose that X is not a singleton. Also, let x € X and let ¢ > 0. By
(d), there exists a proper d-clopen subset W of (X,d) such that xe W < 4,%(x).
We now merely set 6 = Ay(W) >0. Then, by Proposition 3.2, €.4;%(x) =
CNUW) =W < N4 (x).

(e) — (a). Again, we suppose that X is not a singleton. Note that, by (e), the
family €./4"[X,d] constitutes a base for the topology of X. Hence, by Proposition
3.2, X contains a non-empty proper d-clopen subset 4. Then, by Proposition 3.12,
there exists a disjoint cover %y = €A'[X,d] of X which refines {4, X\ 4}. Relying
once again on Proposition 3.12, for every n > 0 we also construct a disjoint cover
U, = €N [X,d] of X which refines both {Jﬁ‘/ln(x) :xeX} and %,—,. Thus, we
get a family | J{%,:ne N} « 4[X,d] which is a base for the topology of
X. Hence, for every point x € X there exists exactly one decreasing sequence
{Ux(x) € Uy, : n € N} such that {x} = ({U,(x) : n e N}. Take a point x € X. For
every ne N we now have that A;(U,(x)) € (0,+00) because, by construction,
U,(x) is a non-empty proper d-clopen subset of (X,d). Let us also note that

(1) %A/Ajwn(x))(x) = U,(x) for every ne N.

Indeed, by Proposition 3.7, U,(x) € 47X, d] implies the existence of a J >0
with U,(x) = 6.4;%(x). Hence, by Proposition 3.2, we get that Ay(U,(x))
>0. Finally, by the same proposition, we have that %A/Ajwn(x))(x) c
(g/ﬁj(u,m)(uz(x)) = Un(x).

According to (1), we get that

(2) {Ai(Uy(x)) :ne N} is a decreasing sequence,
and, more precisely, that
(3) Ag(Upi1(x)) = Aa(Uy(x)) implies  Upy(x) = Uy(x).
Merely, if Ay(U,y1(x)) = Ag(Un(x)) for some n e N, then

Un(x) = €330, (¥) S ENxi0,, 09 (%) = Una (4)-
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Whenever x, y € X are different, we now set n(x, y) = min{ne N : y ¢ U,(x)}.
Next, we define a function p: X x X — R by letting for every x,ye X that
p(x, ) = max{A;(Uyx, ) (X)), Ad(Un(x, ) (¥))} if x #y and p(x, y) = 0 otherwise.
Clearly, p(x, y) = p(y,x) = 0 is always valid, and p(x, y) = 0 if and only if x = y.
Let us check the following important property of p. Take points x, y € X and an
ne N. Then,

(4) y ¢ Un(x) implies  p(x, y) = max{Aq(Un(x)), Aa(Un(¥))}-

Indeed, y¢ U,(x) implies n(x,y) <n. Therefore, by (2), Au(Upx, (X)) =
A4(U,(x)). According to the definition of p, this implies that p(x, y) = Ay(U,(x)).
Hence, p(x,y) > A4s(U,(y)) holds too because y¢ U,(x) is equivalent to
x ¢ Un(y).

We now complete the proof showing that p is as required in (a). First, we
show that p is an ultrametric on X. Take two different points x, y € X. Then, for
a point z € X, we distinguish the following two cases. If z ¢ U,y ;) (x) U Uy, ) (»),
then (4) implies that

p(x, y) maX{Ad( n(x,y) ( ))7Ad(Un(x,y)(y))} < max{p(x,z),p(z, y)}

If z€ Uy(y,y)(X) U Upyx ) (1), then either z ¢ Uy ) (x) or z¢ Uy (y) Hence,
there exists a point 7 € {x, y} such that z ¢ U, ,) (1) and {Uy(x ,)(2), Up(r, ) ()} =
{Untx,y)(X), Up(x, ) (»)}. Therefore, by (4), we get that

max{p(x,z),p(z, »)} = p(z,1) = max{Aq(Uy(x,y)(2)), Aa(Up(x, ) (1))}
= maX{Ad( Un(x.,y) (x))a Ad( Un(x,y) (y))}
= p(x, ).

Next, we show that p < d. Take two different points x, y € X. Then, merely note
that d(x, y) > max{Aq(Uy(x,y) (%)), Aa(Un(x, ) (9))} = p(x, p).

We finally show that p is a compatlble metric on X. Towards this end, let
xeX and let ke N. Since ( J{%,:ne N} is a base for the topology of X, it
suffices to show that /VA’: (Uk(x))(x) = Ux(x). By (4), we get that ., A{(UA( ))(x) c
Ur(x). Take a point ye Ui(x)\{x}. Then, n(x,y)>n(x,y)—1>k and
Up(x,y)=1(X) = Uy, y)-1(p). Therefore, by (2) and (3), this implies that

Ad(Uk(x)) = Ad(Un(x,y) ( )) > maX{Ad( n( xy)(x))vAd(Un(x,y)(y))} :p(xv y)'

So, ye /VA/;<Uk ) (X). O
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4. Characterizing Certain Zero-Dimensional Metrizable Spaces

The present section contains some possible applications of our previous
results. By a Polish space we mean a completely metrizable separable space. As
Example 2.6 demonstrates, there exists a zero-dimensional Polish space and a
complete compatible metric on it such that the corresponding “metric”’-proximal
hyperspace is connected. In effect, this is the only non-trivial example, as our first
result here states.

THEOREM 4.1. For a non-singleton zero-dimensional Polish space X, the fol-
lowing two conditions are equivalent:

(i) X is homeomorphic to the space of irrational numbers P.
(i) (F(X),t5a)) is connected for some d e Z(X).

Proor. The implication (i) — (ii) follows from Example 2.6 and Theorem
2.1. Suppose that d is as in (ii). Then, (X,d) has only two d-clopen subsets. This
implies that X has no points of local compactness. Hence, by a result of [1], X is
homeomorphic to P. O

To prepare for our next application, we need the following example.

EXAMPLE 4.2. There exists a complete metric d € Z(N) on the set of natural
numbers N which is not uniformly equivalent to any ultrametric.

Proor. For every natural n > 1, let ¥, ={0,1/n,...,(n —1)/n,1} and X, =
Y, x {n}. Also, let d, be the metric on X, defined by d,((y',n),(y",n))=
|y" —»"|. Finally, let X = | J{X, :n > 1}, and let d be the metric on X defined
by d(x,y) =d,(x,y) if x,ye X, for some n>1, and d(x,y) =1 otherwise.
Obviously, (X,d) is a countable discrete metric space. Therefore, it is homeo-
morphic to N. Also, d is clearly complete. We will show that d is as required.
Suppose that p is an ultrametric on X which is uniformly equivalent to d. Then,
in particular, there exists J > 0 such that d(x,y) < 1/2 provided x,y € X and
p(x,y) <o. On the other hand, there also exists a natural m >0 such that
p(x,y) <0 provided x, y € X and d(x, y) < 1/m. Since d((i/m,m), ((i + 1)/m,m))
=l|i/m—(i+1)/m =1/m for every ie{0,1,...,m—1}, we have that
p((i/m,m), ((i +1)/m,m)) < 6. Hence,

p((0,m), (1,m)) < max{p((0,m), (1/m,m)),....p((m —1)/m,m),(1,m))} <o
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and therefore d((0,m), (1,m)) < 1/2. However, by definition, d((0,m),(1,m)) =
|0 —1] = 1. A contradiction. O

THEOREM 4.3. For a zero-dimensional metrizable space X, the following con-
ditions are equivalent:

(i) X is compact.
(i) Any d e 2(X) is uniformly equivalent to an ultrametric.
(iii) (F(X),t54)) is zero-dimensional for any d e Z(X).

Proor. If X is compact, then every two compatible metrics on X are
uniformly equivalent which is the implication (i) — (ii). The implication (ii) — (iii)
follows by Theorem 3.3. Suppose finally that (iii) holds but X is not compact.
Then, X must contain a closed copy of the natural numbers N. Let p e Z(N)
be as in Example 4.2. By the Hausdorff extension theorem (see, for example, |7,
Theorem 3.2, ch. II]), p extends to a compatible metric ¢ on X. Then, by
Example 4.2, the metric d is not uniformly equivalent to any ultrametric on X, so,
by Theorem 3.3, (#(X),t54)) is not zero-dimensional. A contradiction. O

To prepare for our next result, we need an example of a special metric on
another “standard” space. Namely, we consider the hedgehog J(w) of weight
. We recall here its definition: as a set, J(w) = Y/~, where ¥ = x [0,1] and

~” is the equivalence relation on Y defined by (o, x) ~ (B, y) iff (x=p =0 or
(o, x) = (B, »)). The topology of J(w) is that induced by the metric d, defined as

| ifa=
d({a, x3,{p,y>) = {Lj:_;' ;fZ;A?

where <{o,x) and {f, y> are the equivalence classes associated to (o, x), and
respectively, (f,y). Also, we consider the subset Jy(w) of J(w) defined by
o, xy € Jo(w) if and only if either x = 0 or x = 1/n for some natural n > 0, and
we put

d' = d‘J()(CO) X J()(a)).

ExaMPLE 4.4. There exists a metric p € D(Jo(w)) such that (Jo(w),p) has no
base of p-clopen sets.
Proor. For every o € w, pick a fixed sequence {x*:ne N} < [0,1] such that

o o o : s N
xt=1, |x;—x, | <1l/e,n>1, and lim x; =0=x.

n—oo
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Next, define X = {<{a,x>:a€w and ne N}, and then set d" =d|X x X.
Topologically, X is a copy of Jy(w): actually, a homeomorphism may be
constructed using, for example, the fact that for every ne w, the two sets
NG00, 00\ A1) (€0,0)) and A7, (<0,00)\A;9,,11(0,0)) are infinite.

Let us show that d” has the properties of the metric p in the statement.
Suppose V' is any neighbourhood of <0,0) such that V < thld//(<0,0>). Note
that <a,x7> ¢V for every aew. Then, whenever aew, set oflV)=
min{n > 2: {o,x*> € V}. Hence,

Dyr(V, X\V) < x50y — Xy < 1/t

So, Dg#(V,X\V) < inf,c, 1/o =0 which completes the proof. O

THEOREM 4.5. For a zero-dimensional metrizable space X, the following
conditions are equivalent:

(i) For every d € Z(X) there exists an ultrametric p e Z(X) with p < d.
(i) (X,d) has a base of d-clopen sets for any d e 2(X).
(i) X is locally compact.

Proor. The implication (i) — (ii) follows by Theorem 3.5. If X is not locally
compact, then it contains a closed copy of Jy(w). Let p be a metric on Jy(w) as
that in Example 4.4. By the Hausdorff extension theorem, p extends to a com-
patible metric d on X. Then, by virtue of Example 4.4, the space X doesn’t admit
a base of d-clopen sets. That is, (ii) — (iii) holds. Since every two metrics on a
compact space are uniformly equivalent, Theorem 3.5 completes the proof. []

5. On the Selection Problem for the Proximal Hyperspaces

This last section of the paper is devoted to some further results concerning
the selection problem for the proximal hyperspaces. The first one states the fol-
lowing generalization of [11, Theorem 1.2].

THEOREM 5.1. Let X be a completely metrizable space, and let d € 2(X) be
such that (X,d) has a base of d-clopen sets. Then F (X) has a ts)-continuous
selection.

To prepare for the proof of Theorem 5.1, we need a result about special
approximate selections on subsets of proximal hyperspaces. For a topological
space X and a subset 4 = X, we let Zx(4) ={SeZ(X):SNA# J}. Suppose
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now that X is metrizable, d,pe Z(X), and ¢ > 0. We shall say that a map
[ Fx(A) — X is a t54)-continuous (e, p)-selection for Fy(A) provided

(1) f is continuous with respect to the topology on Fx(4) induced by 75,
(2) p(f(F),F) < ¢ for every F e Fx(A).

LemMa 5.2. Let (X,d) be a metric space which has a base of d-clopen sets,
and let A be an open subset of X. Then, for every p e Z(X) and ¢ > 0 there exists
a tsq)-continuous (e, p)-selection f : Fy(A) — A for Fx(A).

ProOOF. Let pe 2(X), and let ¢ > 0. Since A is open, there is a cover ¥~ of
A which consists of d-clopen subsets of (X,d) and diam,(V) <e, Ve¥ . To
every V e ¥ we associate a number n(¥V)e N by letting n(V) =min{k e N :
Aqs(V) = 1/k}. Take now a well-ordering « on the set #". Next, define another
well-ordering < on ¥~ by W < V provided either n(W) < n(V) or n(W) = n(V)
and W « V. Finally, for every Ve 7" we set

"\x]

y={FeZ(X):FNV # g and FNW = & for every W < V'}.

Obviously, this defines a disjoint cover {7 : V € ¥} of Zx(A). Let us show that
each Jy is 154)-open. Suppose that C € 7. Then, 4, = {F e 7 (X): FNV # J}
is a 754)-neighbourhood of C. On the other hand, Ay({We?v : W <V}) >
1/(n(V)) because W <V implies n(W) <n(V). Therefore, by virtue of
Proposition 3.9, ¢, ={Fe 7 (X): Dg(( {W : W < V},F) >0} is also a 7454
neighbourhood of C. This completes the verification because C € €, N %, = T .
Define now a 74(4)-continuous map f : Fx(A4) — A by setting f|Ty : Ty — V to
be a constant map whenever 7 is nonempty. This f is as required. Indeed, for
every F e Zyx(A) there exists exactly one V(F)ey” with Fe Jy@). Then,
f(F) e V(F) implies that p(f(F),F) < diam,(V(F)) <e. O

ProoF oF THEOREM 5.1. Let (X,d) be as in the statement. Note that,
by Theorem 3.5, X is strongly zero-dimensional. Then, take a complete ultra-
metric p € Z(X). It will be now sufficient to construct a sequence {f,} of 754)-
continuous (27", p)-selections f, for % (X) such that p(f,(F), frs1(F)) < 27" for
every F e #(X) and ne N. This is what we shall do. Since the existence of fy
follows from Lemma 5.2, we may suppose that f, has already been constructed
and we have to define f,,;. Since p is an ultrametric, % = {43/, (x) : xe X}
defines a disjoint open cover of X. Then, f;"!(%) defines a disjoint T5(4)-Open
cover of Z(X). On the other hand, f, '(U) = #x(U) for every U e %, and to
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every F e #(X) it corresponds exactly one U(F) e such that A, (f,(F)) =
U(F) and FNU(F) # & (because p is an ultrametric). Now, by Lemma 5.2, for
every U e % there exists a 7;54)-continuous 2=+ p)-selection fy : Fx(U) — U
for Zx(U). Then, we may define a 754)-continuous (2=(+1) | p)-selection f,,, for
F(X) by letting f,1]f, ' (U) = fulf, '(U) for every Ue,. This f,1 is as
required. Indeed, F e 7 (X) implies f,+1(F) = fuw)(F) € U(F) = AL (fulF)).

(]

By Theorems 5.1 and 4.5, we get the following consequence.

COROLLARY 5.3. Let X be a zero-dimensional locally compact metrizable
space. Then, for every compatible metric d on X there exists a t5)-continuous
selection for 7 (X).

Concerning the right place of Theorem 5.1, a word should be said. As the
proof of this theorem shows, our approach is based on the metric generation
of proximal hyperspaces, for a natural generalization of Theorem 5.1 in terms of
“hit-and-miss” topologies on Z(X) we refer the interested reader to [13]. Let
95,(X) be the set of those metrics d € Z(X) for which #(X) has a t504)-
continuous selection. Then, by Theorem 3.5, we get the following equivalent
reading of Theorem 5.1 in terms of special relations with the compatible ultra-
metrics on a metrizable space.

COROLLARY 5.4. Let X be a completely metrizable space. Then, for every
ultrametric p € 9(X) we have that {d e 2(X) :p = d} < %,(X).

Relying once again on Theorem 3.5 and the fact that, for p,d € 2(X), the
relation p < d implies 75,) < 75(4), we might read Corollary 5.4 (hence, Theorem
5.1 as well) as the fact that %,(X) contains all compatible ultrametrics on a
completely metrizable space X. Concerning the selection problem for the proximal
hyperspaces on strongly zero-dimensional metrizable spaces, this presents a bit
more information, but related especially to the role of the metric property of
completeness. From this point of view, our next result presents an improvement in
the direction of an ultrametric condition.

THEOREM 5.5. Let X be a completely metrizable space, and let d € 2(X) be
such that, for some point z € X, the subspace X\{z} has a base of d-clopen sets.
Then F(X) has a ts4)-continuous selection.
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To prepare for the proof of Theorem 5.5, we need the following proposition.

PROPOSITION 5.6. Let (X,d) be a metric space, and let Z be a non-empty d-
clopen subset of (X,d). Define a map ¢ : Fx(Z) — F(Z) by letting p(S) =SNZ
for every S € Fx(Z). Then, ¢ is continuous with respect to the topologies induced
by t5ay on Fx(Z) and t54z<z) on F(Z), respectively.

Proor. Let p=d|Z x Z. Note that, by [5, Lemma 4.1], the space
(#(Z),75)) coincides with #(Z) equipped with the relative topology of
(#(X),t5)). Then, take an Se Fy(Z), and let (%), be a basic t5,)-
neighbourhood of ¢(S) in Z#(Z). Since Z is a d-clopen subset of (X,d), we
now have that %), =W, Then, let v"={X\Z}U% if S+# ¢(S) and
¥" =7 otherwise. In this way, we get a 754)-neighbourhood {77, of S with
(KIS Da) = KUY, O

PrOOF OF THEOREM 5.5. Let X and d € Z(X) be as in the statement of this
theorem. By condition, there exists a point z € X such that every x € Z = X\{z}
has a local base of d-clopen subset of (X,d). Suppose that Z # (. Next, for
every x € Z pick a fixed d-clopen subset Z, of (X,d) such that xe Z, and z ¢ Z,,
and then set / = min{1,sup{As(Z): x € Z}}. For every n € N we now define a
non-empty set Z, = | J{Z,:xeZ and Ay(Z.) > //2"} which, by Proposition
3.9, is a d-clopen subset of (X,d) with Ay(Z,) =//2". Tt is clear that Z =
(J{Z, :neN}. Then, define a map ¢g:Zx(Z) — N by ¢g(S)=min{neN:
SNZ, # &}, Se Fx(Z). For every ne N, we also define a map ¢, : Fx(Z,) —
F(Z,) by letting ¢,(S) = SNZ, for S € Fx(Z,). Finally, for every ne N we set
d, =d|Z, x Z,. By virtue of Proposition 5.6, each ¢, is continuous with respect
to the topologies induced by 75,) on Fx(Z,) and 754, on F(Z,), respectively.
By Theorem 5.1, for every ne N there exists a t5(4,)-continuous selection f, for
F (Z,) because each Z, has a base of d,-clopen subsets. We now define a map
S F(X) = X by f(S) = fys)(0y5)(S)) if Se€ Fx(Z) and f(S) = z otherwise. In
this way, we get a selection f for # (X) which is 754)-continuous at {z} (let W
be any neighbourhood of z: then S € K W), implies f(S) e S = W). So, to finish
the proof, it only remains to show that f is 754)-continuous at the points of
Fx(Z). Take any S € Fx(Z) and, for reasons of convenience, set Z_; = ¢J. Since
Zys) and Zy)_; are d-clopen subsets of (X,d), the set

Is = {FG?(X) ZFﬂZg(S) # and Dd(Fazg(S)—l) > 0}

defines a 75(4)-neighbourhood of S in Fy(Z). On the other hand, F € J implies
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g(F) = g(S). Hence, Js = Fx(Z,s)) and, therefore, f|Ts is 754)-continuous
because f|Ts = fy(s) © @ys) | Ts- O
By Theorem 5.5 (see, also, Theorem 4.5 and Example 4.4), we get the fol-
lowing interesting consequence. Here, a space X is locally compact modulo one
point if X\{x} is locally compact for some x € X; observe that every metrizable
space, which is locally compact modulo one point, is completely metrizable.

COROLLARY 5.7. Let X be a zero-dimensional space which is locally compact
modulo one point. Then, for every compatible metric d on X there exists a ts)-
continuous selection for F(X), ie. 9 (X)=2(X). In particular, %,(Jo(w)) =
Z(Jo(w)).

We conclude the paper by suggesting some possible lines of development for
the subjects we have dealt with, and pointing out related open questions. The
hypothesis on the metric d in Theorem 5.5 defines the following natural class of
“metric”-disconnected spaces. Namely, one can say that a metric space (X,d) is
totally disconnected with respect to d, or totally d-disconnected, if every singleton
of X is an intersection of d-clopen subsets of (X,d). Here is an example of the
most natural (strongly) O-dimensional metrizable space for which this property
fails.

ExaMPLE 5.8. There exists a compatible metric o on the disjoint sum
Jo(®) @ Jo(w) such that (Jo(w) @ Jo(w),0) is not totally o-disconnected.

Proor. Let Z be the set @ x [0, 1] x {1,2}, and introduce on Z the equiv-

13

alence relation “~” defined by:
(x, )~ By, j) e (x=y=0and i=j) or (x=pand x=y=1)
or (a,x,i) = (B, »,)))-
Consider the metric p on Z/~, defined by
p(oux, i3, KBy y, o) = (L= i = jI) - d(ot, x5, <B, y) + i — ]
~min{d({o, x, {o, 1)) +d (o, 15, (B, ), d({otx), <B, 1))
+d({B, 15, {B, )},

where d is the standard metric on J(w).
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For i=1,2, put Z; = {<a,x,iy: {a,x) € X}, where X is the subset of J(w)
defined in Example 4.4. Since, for i = 1,2, the function ¢ : X — Z; defined by
oo, xy) = (o, x,iy is an isometry with respect to d” =d|X x X and p; =
plZi x Z;, the space Z; is a copy of Jy(w), and it is easy to check that Z; UZ, is
homeomorphic to Jy(w) @ Jo(w) (we may consider the points of kind {a«,1,i) as
belonging, as well, to the first or second Jy(w)). On the other side, by virtue of
Example 4.4, Z;UZ, is not totally disconnected with respect to the metric in-
duced by p. O

The characterization below makes more transparent the interest to the class
of totally d-disconnected metric spaces.

THEOREM 5.9. For a zero-dimensional metrizable space X, the following two
conditions are equivalent:

(i) (X,d) is totally d-disconnected for any d € 2(X).
(i) X is locally compact modulo one point.

Proor. If X is not locally compact modulo one point, then it has a non-
empty proper clopen subset Z such that both Z and X\Z are not locally
compact. Then, each of the spaces Z and X\Z contains a closed copy of Jy(w).
Therefore, in this case, X contains a closed copy of Jy(w) @ Jo(w). Let ¢ be a
metric on Jy(w) ® Jo(w) as that in Example 5.8. By the Hausdorff extension
theorem, ¢ extends to a compatible metric 4 on X. Then, by Example 5.8, the
metric space (X, d) fails to be totally d-disconnected. This shows (i) — (ii). Since
the inverse implication is obvious, the proof completes. O

According to Theorem 5.9 and Corollary 5.7, the following question is of
certain interest.

QuesTiION 1. Let X be a (strongly zero-dimensional) completely metrizable
space, and let d € Z(X) be such that (X,d) is totally d-disconnected. Does there
exist a 754)-continuous selection for 7 (X)?

In view Example 5.8, the following more particular question is also open.
QUESTION 2. Let X be a metrizable scattered space, and let d € Z(X) be

such that (X,d) is totally d-disconnected. Does there exist a 7;)-continuous
selection for 7 (X)?
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Example 5.8 also suggests a problem in another direction, i.e., weighing how
important is this metric property of disconnectedness.

QuEsTION 3. Let X be a metrizable scattered space. Does %;,(X) coincide
with 2(X)?

The above question is open even in the special case of X = Jy(w) ® Jo(w).
Finally, a last question which naturally arises from Corollary 2.7.

QUESTION 4. Let X be a metrizable space which is scattered with respect to
compact subsets, i.e. every non-empty closed subset of X contains a non-empty
compact and relatively open subset. Does %,(X) coincide with Z(X)?

In conclusion, the authors would like to express their sincere appreciation to
the referee for many helpful suggestions and remarks.
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