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As par亡ofa1996－96Educatiom Minist野SpOn＄Ored grant－in－aid researcb，tbis study

examinestIlee鮎ctivenessoftileCiozeTestforbeginningEFいearnersinJapan．T王1e

buoⅥ血gtests were administered to about460tilird－yearSttldeIltS aged14to15at

t壬1ree p11blic middle sc王1001sin Cel止raりapa王1なom October1997也roug土Imid－Marc血

1996：t壬1eTb辻dGradeTestof払eSocietyofTes血gEng滋s壬1Pro畠ciency（STEP），a

ClozeTest（consistingofa26－iteInNarrationanda26－item Conversationtext）and

払urCommunicative Tests（Liste王1ing（L），Speaki‡1g（S），毘ead払g（R）andWd血g

（W）Tests）．AquestionIlaire aboutstudemts－perception oft如Cloze Testwas also

glVentO56stⅥdents．Resultsindicate：F汝st，也e ClozeTestis e鮎ctivein tenns of

item d血cl11軌item discriminatio王1，rekability，Validity，eaSe Ofco王1StmCtion，eaSe Og

SCOrlng and ease oぎinterpretation．Second，t王1e Cloze Test ttlmS OtlttO be stro王1gly

relatedtoaDiscrete－pO血tTest，STEP．T王1eteS一ヒwasaisoぬundtobestmnglyrelated

to t王1eW，R，and L Tests，Witb払e R Test tbe王1ig払est．Hovever，it was weaidy

COrrelated wi払 t壬1e S Test．Tilir（ま，t払e Cloze Test seems to be capable of

discriminatlng between upper－1evelandlower－1evelgroups．Fo11rt血，the Cloze Test

doesnotseemtobekig壬1infacevalid和．TbestudytbⅥSindicatestbata50－Or－mOre

item Cloze TestcaIlbe11Sed as a placement testぬt払e eve王1t払at a teacberis
too

b11SytOCOnStruCtareguiar良11i一色edgedtest．

瓦 瓦汲も訂Od硯C忠豆0孤

SincetheclozetestwasdevelopedbyTaylor（1953）tostudytbe㌻eadability

Ofprose，ithasbee‡lreg訂dedasameasureofvariousaspectsoflanguageu．s喝e：

reading comprebension，1istenlng COmprebension，tbe quality of translation of

tecbnicaltraining manuals used by the military，knoⅥrledge of vocabtま1a叩，tbe

reader－s王．Q．andevenoralability．Manyresearcbers‡l耶eCOn血ctedexpedments

On Clozetests and theyhaverevealedv訂ious丘ndings onthebasis oftbetests
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COnducted on university students（Klein－Braley，1997，Fotos，1991，Sasaki，2000，

Brown，1980，CbapelleandAbrabam，1990，DorynyelandKatona，1992，Bacbman，

1985，BroⅥm，1983，Sciarone and Schoorl，19891．However，Ve野良w studies

havedealt滋thmiddleschooIstudents（Piper，19832，Ⅹ1ein－Braley，19853）．Inthis

paper，‡thereforeexplorehowbeginningJapaneseEFLlearnersper払rm ontbe

Clozetestandbowtheclozetestisrelatedtothediscrete－pOinttestandtestsof

COmmtlnicative competence，namely，COmmunicative tests．A氏1rtber point of

lnqul抒ISCOnCernedwithhowbeginningleamers ofEnglishperceive the Cloze

Test．Tbisstudy払rmspa止Oftheresultsなoma1996t1998granトin－aidresearcb

（Kiban琵eni（yu（C）（2）No．08680285）”MeasurementandEvaluationofEnglisb

CommunicativeCompetence－Integrativevs．Discrete－pOintTests＆Analyticvs．

HolisticEvaluations“

瓦亙 C漫¢笈e甘e＄臨，恥isc訂e七e－pOin七甘esもSa弧dComm弧汲まcative甘ests

且 戯威お亡ば伽e飽ガg

The cloze test which T野10r（1953）inventedis aヤpe of test whichis

COnStruCtedbydeletingevery如hwordsmechanicallyreg訂dlessoftheir血InCtion

Ormeanlng缶omapassageandrequlrlngthesubjectto点Ilintheblanks．Cloze
Can be dividedinto two kinds：Standard cloze tests and modi良ed cloze tests．

Standard cloze tests are as explained above and they are sometimes called

翁Ⅹed－ratioclozetests（e．g．Caroletal．，1990）．Mod泊edclozetestscanbedivided

into（1）rationalclozetests，inwhicbwordsaredeletedrationallyontbebasisof

tesトwriter’s criteria（Bachman，1985，Cbappelle＆Abraham，1990，etC．）；（2）

multiple－ChoiceclozetestsasdevelopedbyJonz（1976）andPorter（1976），Which

providemultiplechoicealternatives，Wheretbeconstructiondependsonthedepth

Oflinguisticattainmentand丘nenessofstylisticdiscriminationofthesu切ect；（3）

C－teStSaSdevelopedbyRaatzandKlein－Braley（1981），inwhichthesecondbalf

⊥

ne sⅥ切ectsw’ere74native speakers ofIndonesian wbo were seek払g admission to Del托

UniversityofTecb【nOlogy，也eNe也erlands，agedbetween17and21．

2

piperconductedthe
clozeandC－teStOnDutcbstudents，Witbanagerangeof13－81，舶in

nllmber，tWO－tbirds輸血gwomen．
3

Ⅹ1ein－Braleyadmi血tered也eGemanC－Testb398GemanLIspeakersattendingthetbree

di飴rent呼野SOfGermansecondaryscbooIs．
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0feve】γSeCOndwordisdeletedinsteadofaⅥrholeword，OraCCOrdingtothe〃rule

Of2；”（4）cloze－elidetestsasdevelopedbyManning（1986），Wbicbinserとwords

thatdonotmakesenseinthecontext oftbepass喝eandinwhichthesubject

points outwhicbinsertedwords areirrelevant．Ofthosekinds ofcloze tests，a

Standardclozetestorafixed－ratioclozetestwasusedた）rthisresearch．

2 肋ぷ（済虐脇eぬねβg

Oller（1973）dividedtestsintotwokinds．The鮎stisdiscrete－pOinttests，Wbich

teston吋onediscretepoint，namelyonepointofgrammar，phonol喝y，VOCabulary，

etc．atatime；ねrexample，anAudito叩Comprehensiontestmightaskcandidates

todiscriminatebe知een［i］and［i：〕insh由andsh壁p．Theotherkindinvolves

testsofintegrativeskills，Wbichtest氏111tscaleianguageuse，andlanguageusein

COmmunication；払r example，dictation．Cloze tests are regarded as a typical

integrative test．Since cloze tests were developed，they bave gained much

popul訂i吋amongresearcbersasiftheyl材erealanguagetestingpanacea；indeed，

researcbersandteacbershavetrieduslngthembrmanypurposes．However，in

recentyears，Certainproblemswiththeclozetesthavebeenpointedout．These

problemscanberoughlydividedintothe丘ve払110Wingareas：

a 滋0れタ哲桝g娩0ゐ：Tbe scorlng methods女）r the cloze test can be roughly

dividedintothefollowlngtWObroadcategories：an eXaCtanSWermethodandan

acceptable answerme払od．Both oftbese areproblematic．Ⅶitb regard to t壬10Se

SCOrlng methods there are two views：One Which regards the two methods as

producing no sign誠cant di任erence，and one w払ich regards them as producing

somediscdmination．ResearchbyTaylor（1953），Rankin（1957），Ruddlel（1963）

and Bormuth（1964，1965a，1965b）belongs to the払mer，Showing that the

Simplestand mostreliableway ofscorlnglS an eXaCtanSWermethodandother

SCOnngmetbods，SuChasanacceptableanswermethod，訂ealmostequlValentand

do not produce signi魚cantly supeどior discrimination．Tbelatter viewis

representedbyOller（1972）誠dBrown（1980）．011er（1972）reportedthatthe

acceptable answer methodis better tban the exact answer methodin ESL

contexts．Brown（1980）reportedthattbeacceptableanswermetbodistbebest

OVerallscorlngmethodoffourmetbods：theexactanswer，theacceptableanswer，
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Clozentropy（Damell，1968），andmultiple－Choicemethods．Theacceptableanswer

method，however，reducesadvantagesofeasyscorlngandpreparation．

So，Ⅶhicb scoring method sbouldbe adopted？Jobnson（2001）訂gueS that

eitherⅥrilldo，Stating“Whichevermethod［the－exacピmethodortbe－acceptable－

metbod］is useddoesnotseemto m汝e mucb diだerenceas払rasクⅦ乃ゐ盲曙tbe

learnersbyresult（puttingtheminorder）isconcerned”（p．296）．There払re，in

tbisresearch，aneXaCtanSWermethodwasadoptedintermsofsconngtime．

b かβgβね0邦和まβざα邦∂5おγねプ曙少0才邦ね：Aiderson（1980，1983）andKlein－Braley

（1981）showedtbatper払rmanceonaclozeとestisa飴ctedbythenatureofthe

text and by the deletion rate．Porter（1978）states that“The relativelylow

CO汀elations obtainedwithei払er scoringmet壬10d（i．e．tbeexactscoringandtbe

acceptable scoring）indicate tbat students－ achievement may vary markedly

accordi喝tOⅥrhere the deletionbegins，thatis，aCCOrdingtowhatis deleted”

（p．336）．王nthis research，the cまoze test used two passages，a Narration and a

Conversation．TheclozetestuslngtheN拡rationtextkeepstbe虫rstparagraph

i‡ぬCtanddeletesevery7thⅥrOrds．TheConversation－teXtClozetestkeepstbe

赦st turn－taking p紆t，namely，a greeting andits reply，intact and deletes every

7thⅥrOi二ds．

C 彪ggαみよ物α乃∂がαg才∂妙：BroⅥ7n（1993）showedtbat50naturalcloze tests

（i．e．，ClozeproceduresdevelopedwitboutintercessionbasedonthetestⅥrd絶r－s

knoⅥrledgeandintuitionsaboutpassagedi銭culty，Suitめ1etopics，etC．）werenot

necessarilyreliable（ranging丘・OmO．172toO．869bytheSplitHalfmetbod）and

Valid（rangingなom
O．04to O．71）．Colemen（1971）reported that most oftbe

resultshaverangedbetwee‡lねirlyhighreliabilitycoe托cients（e．g．，0．76～0．94），

butoccasio‡－幻Iytheyweremoderate（e．gリ0．52）．Klein－BraleyandRaatz（19糾，

p・135）state，“particularlyた〉rhom喝eneOuS Samples（classroom groups or

monolin糾algroups）clozeteststendtobaveunsatis払ctoryreliabilityandvdidity

COe放cients”・‡ntもisresearcb，bomogeneoussamples，namely，460tbird－year

juniorhighsc壬100lstudentstook払eclozetest．

d 彪乃ゐ〆ね方ね：Inordertosolvethe血0Ve－mentionedproblems，Raatzand



E鮎ctivenessoftbeClozeTest良）rBe如ni喝JapaneseEFLLearners

inCompadsonwitIl也eDiscrete－pOintTestand4Comm11nicativeTests 5

Klein－Braley（1981）developedanewtypeofclozetestパbeC－Test．Oneofthe

reasons wbicb払ey citedⅥraS that tbe test perわrmance of tbe cloze testis

a崖ectedbythetexttopicand血統culty，Ⅶhereasintbe C－Testtbese畠ctors are

minimized by the use of severaldi鮎rent sbort texts．Text selection remai王1S

however a di拉cult taskわrtext constructors．Mochizuki（1984）conducted M－C

cloze tests by uslng4d泊erent kinds oftexts，namely，N訂ration，DescriptlOn，

Explanation，andArgumentationon96second－yearhighschooIstudentsandた）und

out that the correlation between tbe score ofthe M－C cioze based on Narration

（one of four kinds of texts wbicbimrolves a passage that na汀ateS SOmetbing

whicbbappenedeitherinrealityorintbeimaglnaryⅥrOrldandⅥrhichcoulddraw

on，わrexample，eXCerptS免・OmneⅥrSpapera比iclesornovels）andthescoreoftbe

examwhichextendedovertheⅥrOrkoftheⅥrholeyearwashigher（rニ0．756）

tbantbatbetweenanyotherkindofM－Cclozeandtheexamwhichextendedover

theworkofthewboleyear．Mochizuki（1994）鮎rtberindicatesthat，aSareSult

of conductingねur kinds of textsin the C－Tests o‡142college血IeShmen，the

reliabilityoftheNarrationC－Testisthehigbest（r＝0．928）andthatthereisa

払irly bigh correlation between tbe scores oftbe STEP test and the Narration

C†Test．Hecon鮎medtbatぬdingbyconducti一喝tbeC－TestsⅥritbねurdi飴rent

kinds of texts on727second－year higb scbooIstudents．For tbis reason，a

Na汀ationtextis usedforoneofthetⅥrOpart－Clozetest．TileOtberpartofthe

cloze test uses a Conversation text，the pu．rpose ofwbicbis toinvestigate the

relationsbip betⅥreen tbe conversation－teXt Cloze test and a speakir唱teSt for

如tureanalysIS，nOt女）rthepresentstudy．

e 肝あα吉CわzβねSね桝gαS彷柁：Tbereare tbreemai‡1VieⅥrS aS tOⅥrhatclozetests

measu．re：（a）Cloze tests cannot be distinguisbed
なom discrete－pOint tests

（F訂hady，1979）；（b）clozetests measure only basic skills，because of their

strongercorrelationwithgrammarteststbanⅥritbreadまngtests（Ålderson，1983）

；and，（c）cloze
tests measure overallpro茄ciency，because of tbe strong

correlation with dictation，reading tests and essay writing，in addition to

standardizedpro免ciencytests（Chavez－Olleret．alリ1985；Br珊n，1993）・HoⅥreVer

the current consensus among most researcbersis that cloze testsⅥrOrk as an

instrument虫）rameaSureOfoveralllanguageabiiity．
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Tbis stu軸isintendedto stu申therelationship amongtheclozetest，the

Discrete－pOint Test and 如1r kinds of Communicative Tests・Therefbre，

characteristics of Communicative Tests，the ways of assesslng four

CommunicativeTests－Holistic，狐dAnalyticEvaluations，andilOW tO eValuate

testswi11bedealtⅥrith．

乱 打由風脚脱ぬ甜y智飽β緬

AsJobnson（2001）points out，COmmunicative testing was given birtb to

togetherwithCommunicativeIJanguageTeaching．Asnotedbyresearcherssuch

as savignon（1983，p．254），Brown（1994），Bacbman（1991，p．678）andⅦeir

（1993，p．167），Commu血c舐ive Tests，teStS Ofcommunicative competence
have

tbeわ110Wingcharacteristics：（1）CommunicativeTestsareintegrativetests，（2）

Communicative Tests are direct tests，（3）Communicative Tests use reall血

situations as tasks，（4）Commtlnicative Tests set up situations，and（5）

Communicative Tests‡neaSure如nctions（Mocbizuki2000）．The author and

co－reSearCher constructed four kinds of Communicative
Tests た）110Wl‡唱the

缶ameworkproposedbyⅦeir（1990）．

2 馳地皮蛋虚血鮎蔽お盈甜♂盈甜ゆおだ助成脚β
Four kinds of Communicative Tests，Listening，Speaking，Reading，Vdting

Tests，WereCOndtlCted．Oftbeぬurtests，SpeakingandWdtingTests，Speaking

andWritir唱Tests were scoredin threeways ofevaluation，tbatis，traditional，

bolistic，anda】1alyticevaluations．ListeningandReadingTestsweremarkedina

traditionalway．TbefoilowlngareeXpla‡lationsabouttbreeki‡1dsofevai11ation．

a 罰Ⅶ戯言o符βg戯ノα鮎αタわ乃：TraditionalEvaluation（abbreviatedto TE）is a

metbodusedto gradeatestmecbanicallybycountingtbe errors madeby each

Subjectanddeducingtbenumberむomagiventotalscore．Aりapanesemiddleand

bighscbooIsasw－ellascolleges，tiliswayofscorlngistbemostprevalent．Heaton

（1975，p．175）remarksthat“Altbougbthis（mecbanicalaccuracyorerror－COunt

metbod）is
tbemost mecbanicalofallmetbods，itis tbeleastvalid andis not

recommended・”In terms of the present study，the author and his pa比ner

Yamada，N．thus decided to marl（tbe Writing and Spealくing Testsin terms of
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COmmunicability，tbatis，Whethereacbsentencecansucceedincommunicationor

not．

b 月わg盲5方言c励α払αオわ邦：HolisticEvduation（HE）is a methodinwbich“tbe

teacbersuseaslnglegeneralscaletoglVeaSlngleglobalratingわreachstudent－s

language production”（Brown，1996，p．61）．This bas also been called

“impressionisticsconng，〃globalrating〃
and〟theimpressionmetbod乃．The

））

merits of HE are discussed by researchers such as Perkins（1983，p．652），

Hugbes（1989），Heaton（1975）andⅦeir（1990）．Tbe drawbacks of HE are

mentionedbyresearcherssucbasH喝hes（1989，p．86），Homburg（19糾），Polio

（1997），BachmanandPalmer（1996）andWeir（1990）．

C A乃α妙c励α払α如邦：AnalyticEvaluation（AE）isametbodinwhicb“tbe

teachersratev訂iousaspectsofeacbstudenピslanguageproductionseparately”

（Brow▲n，1996，p．61）．Tbisprocedurehasbeengainingmorepopular妙inrecent

yearsin middle and bigh schooIsinJapan．The merits and demer辻s ofÅE are

discussedbyHughes（1989），Weir（1990），Bachman andPalmer（1996）．With

regardtobowwesbouldadopteithertheHEandAE，Mochizuki（2001，pp．3－4）

ShowssomestlggeStionstbatmightleadtoasol出ion：－－First，aSHugbes（i969）

recommends，itiswise to use both methodsⅥritb one as a check on the other．

Second，itisnecessa叩tOtrainratersbeforetheadministrationofthetest．Tbird，

multiple scoring（scoring a feⅥr times）increases reliaもility．Hugbes（1989，

pp．86－87）statesthatscoringfburtimesmakesthereliabilityhigh．

3 励Ⅳねα野点㌻e点か♂e柑ぬねgeβ由

Thisresearchaimsatassesslngtheclozetestinrelationtothediscrete－pOinttest

andCommtlnicativeTests．There払re，theauthorwouldliketobrie幻yrevieⅥrthe

WaySOfevaluatingteststbemselves．

Mostteacbersconsはuctclassroomtestswitbotltbeingtooconscious ofbow

to construct them properly．In order to consもruct a reliぬ1e and valid test，

teachersneedtopayattentiontothetestconstructionなomthebeginnlng．Advice

なom Brown（1996）and Bachman and王）dmer（1996）can be use如1in tbis

regard．AIsoin terms ofwhatteacbers shouはtakeinto accountin constructlng
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とests，Weir（1993）－s“tbree－partframework，”whichexplainswhatactivitiesto

assessinconstructingcommu‡1icativeとests，peぬrmanceconditions，andcriteria

払rassessme紙respectively，deseⅣeStOberecommended．

HoⅥreVer，OnCeteaCbers bave constructed tests，itis usualわr them notto

evaluate them．Most test co‡lStruCtOrS aS Weilas students are concernedwith the

yesults ogthe tests alone．‡n fact，the test must be evaluatedin terms ofsucb

aspects as ⅥraShbacl（e鮎cts andi‡1terpretation of scores．Here are some

SuggeStions 女汀Criteria女）r eV幻uating tests．Bachman and Palmer（1996）

proposedtheconceptof“use氏1lness”astbemaincriterion・Thiscriterionis

COmpOSed of six elements：reliability，COnStruCt Validity，authenticity，

interactiveness，impact a‡ldpracticality．Of severall亡inds of validity，tbey also

emphasizeconstructvdまdity，meanlng“tbeextenttow・bicbwecanまnterpreta

由ve‡1teStSCOreaS anindicatoroftbeability（ies），OrCOnStruCt（s），WeWanttO

measure”（p．21）．Another element which must be paid attention tois

authenticity，Vhicb they 払inkis“tbe degree of correspondence of the

Characteristics of a givenlanguage test to tbe featu托S Of a TLU［Target

Langu喝eてJse］task”（p．23）．“‡mpact”meansanin飢1enCe“OnSOCietyand

educationaisystems and upon theindividualsⅥrit壬血those systems”asis

inferredbyti妃term．Bacbmanand喜）almertbuside‡ぬ秒SeVeralimportantaspects

払revaluatingtests．

Gue汀erO（2000）adopted Messicl（－s血・ameⅥrOrまこ（1989）わranalyzing the

ぎour Skills Exam of Spanisb（FSE）vbich comprised4払cets：（1）construct

Validity（Towhatextent，Statistically，is tbeぎSE areliableandvalidmeasure？

Did the test perbrmance of the exami‡leeS Va叩 aS a 免1nCtion of their

SpaTlish－1anguage background？）．（2）relevance and u，tility（Wbatevidenceis

thereofcontentrelevanceandcoverage？WhatevidenceistモIeretOSuppOれthe

utilityofthescores（e．g．pas弛il）ねrtheappliedpurposes（i．e．teachingina

bilingualsettingり）．（3）Ⅴ幻ueまmplications（Whatwasthepassand払ilrateof

theexamineesonthediだerentpartsofthetestandtbetestasawhole？Towbat

extentis scoreinterpretation valid？）．（4）socialconsequences（Did the FSE

如はuitsintended purposes？Were tbere any unintended socialconsequences

relatedtoitsuseわGuerrerouse如11ysboⅥredhowtoapplyMessiclこ－s丘・amevOrk

intbeFSE．
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IncomparlngtWOClozetests，threeC－Tests，tWOMultiple－Cboiceclozetests，

two cloze－elide tests，dictation and the externalcriterion test called DELm，

Klein－Braley（1997）used usability criteda，Which are made up of魚ve払ctors：

（1）d瓜culty（2）reliability（3）validity（4）ease of construction and（5）

SCOring．Witbregardtovalidity，Sheexaminedconcu汀entV幻idityまnherstu軸．

In this article，the author wouldlike to evaluate the standard cloze test

COnducted on beginningJapaneselearners of English and to consider tbe

relationship oftbecloze testwithadiscrete－pOinttestandcommunicative始StS．

Thecriteriaproposedbereare“e鮎ctiveness”criteria，Wbicbarecomposedof

theわ1lowingsevenねcets：（1）di戊cu轍（2）discrimination，（3）reliability，（4）

validity，（5）ease of construction，（6）ease of scoring，and（7）ease of

interpretation．Thu．s，仇efolloⅥring良）urreSearChquestions（RQs）werededved：

RQl．How tbe Cioze Test can be evaltlatediTltermS OfE至Fectiveness，Ⅶbicbis

madeupof（1）itemd招iculty，（2）itemdiscrimination，（3）reliability，（4）

validity，（5）ease of construction，（6）ease of scorま鳩and（7）easeらf
interpretation．

RQ2．HoⅥr the Cloze Testis related to the Discrete－pOint Test and

CommunicativeTests．

RQ3．Ⅶhetherhigh scorers o‡1tbe ClozeTestⅥrillacquirebigh scores on the

STEPalso．

RQ4．HoⅥrbeginningJapaneseEぎLleaごnerSOfEnglishperceivetheClozeTest．

瓦瓦文 王紺eも駄od

且 物〃βe

ThepurposesofthestudyweretoinvestigatetbeefFectivenessofstandardcloze

tests；tOinvestigatetherelationshipbetweena ClozeTest，On One hand，anda

Discrete－pOintTestand4CommunicativeTests，Ontbeotherhand；tOinvestigate

therelationsbipbetweenscoresontheClozeTestwiththeSTEPin3groups－

upper，middle，andloⅥ杷rgrOupS；andtoinvestigatethebe由nnlngEぎいearners’

perceptiontowardtbeClozeTest．
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望 ぶゆだ紬

About460third－yearStudentsaged14to15atthreepublicmiddlescbooIs（into

bigb，intermediate andloⅥrlevels）in Shizuoka Preぬcture．Of tbe460total

Suわjects，払e data虫・Om273 suわjects at
two middle schooIs，Which were at

inteでmediate andlowl即els，Were uSed女）r tbe Writi一喝Test andlO6su．bjects

缶om one scboolequlpped with alanguagelaboratory，払elevelofwhich was

intermediate，WereuSed払rtbeSpe独ingTest．Thedataなom369studentswere

used如t壬妃鼠eadingand‡ノiste‡血gTests，t壬1e52－itemStandard ClozeTest，and

theSociety良好Testi一喝EnglisbPro畠ciency3rdGradeTest（STEP）．

Tbe autborwould放e to summarize t壬Ie number of the sulカectswbose
data

ⅦereadoptedfortbisresearchintilefolloⅦ1ngtめ1e．

甘aも且e且 迅rea駄dow皿0宴七ぬesl且叫ectsandk払dsoftests．

Sc血001s Level N STEP Cloze S Ⅶ L R Quest

JHl Hig壬1 96 96 96 0 0 96 96 0

JH2 ‡ntermediate 106 106 106 106 106 106 106 58

JH3 Low 167 167 167 0 167 167 167 0

Total 369 369 369 106 273 369 369 58

ぶぁおぶ．J王i＝Junior壬iig土1Sc血001，Quest＝QlユeStionnaire．

3 ノ勤勉幽

The虫）1loⅥrlngmatedaiswereusedinthisexperiment：

1）Å52叫itemClozeTestinⅥrbichevery7払wordwasdeletedwasmadeupofa

26－itemCloze14（Clozel）usingaN拡rationte丸，弧da26－itemCloze25

（Cloze2）usingaConversationtext．

2）A42－item STEP6composed of如e subtests（stress血ding
fbr6items，

′1Clozelpassageisa2舶－WOrdsto叩なomaco11ec也onofEntranceExams壬brXyotoPⅥblicHigb

ScbooIs（1990），F如i‡くyoiku．p．16．別escb－KincaidGradeLevel＝2．8，
S

cloze2passageisa227－WOrdconversation如macollectionofEntranceExams女）rⅦal【ayama

PublicHigbScbooIs（199帆F叫iKyoiku．p．16．Fiescb－Ⅹ払caidGradeLevel＝1．9，
6

An8一阿れ42iteIneXternalcIiterionSTEPwasanasso血1entOfitems丘・OmpaStTidrdGrade

STEPwIit蛭nexaminations．
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vocabula叩払r4items，grammar払r12items，COmpOSition女）r6items，孤d

readingcomprehension女）r14items），WaSCOnStruCtedbyusinganassortmentof

items包丁Om thepastThird GradeSTEPwritten examinations．Thereasonwhy

theSTEPwascbosenasaDiscrete－pOintTestandanexternalcriterionaswe11is

thatitisabigb－Stakestestwitbabighreliabilityandvalidityandwhoserationale

isi‡llinewiththecourseofstudyissuedbytheMinistryofEducation，Science

andTechnologyofourcount叩．

3）In accordance with Ⅶ】eir－s
“tbree－part 缶ameworks”，わur kinds of

Communicative Tests（namely，Speaking7，Ⅵなiting8，Reading9，and ListeninglO

Tests）wereconstructed，keepinginmindtbe払ctthatco‡nmunicativetestsare

integr如ive direct tests，uSlngreallife situations as tasks tbat setup situations

孤dmeasure如nctions（seeMochizuki，2000，pp．261－262）．

4 伽ceぬ管

The above－mentioned cloze test，STEP and four kinds ofCommunicative Tests

were administered to tbe students免・Om October1997，through mid－March1998

（Mochizuki，1999，2000）．

Witbregardto scorlngthe女）urkindsofCommunicativeTests，theReading

andListeningtestsweremarkedbyTE，Whichreducesoneortw（）pOintsoutof

threein accordanceⅥrith the selected criterion．For the Speaking andⅦriting

tests，Whicb are both productive tes晦tbree methods were employed，namely，

TE，HE andAE．TEforWritingandSpeakingTestsisslightlydi鮎rent白‾Oman

Ordina叩TEinthatitdoesnotignoregrammaticalaccuracybutinsteadputsmore

emphasisoncommunicability，thatis，Wbethereac壬ISentenCeiscommunicaもIe・It

7

speak払g Test：Akagawa（1991）Gか乃あγ物E盲点β乃2砂加Coぴゐαゐ朗励ぶゐ臥Tokyo‥Ken如usba・
50－73．

8

ⅦdtingTest：Oneitemwas反omOb晩RリIb，K．andKusaka，T．（1984）．“In也elibraIγ”，ノ悔紗

彪）γ盲z㈹月β〃去5gd且d言お㈹ 叫ゐゐ払α作β2．Tokyo：TokyoSboseki．P．71・TlleOtb・er加oitemswere

Odginalones．
9
Reading Test：Obta，R．，Ito，Ⅹ．＆ Kusaka，T．（1983）．肋紗月bγ才z純 血〆由ゐ αα作β 2・

Tokyo：Tokyo Shoseiくi．42－45，Ito，K．（1982）純紗駄申β曲がゐゐα〟作βⅠ・Tokyo：TokyoS壬10Seki・

42－42，＆Iam11ra，M．，Noya，T，＆Torii，T．（1985）Aな紗丹ま乃Cg叫才ぶみα伽柑♂・Tokyo：Kai－γudo・

11－15．
10
Listen払g Test：Mocbiz血i，A，＆Yamada，N・（1996）批おぁぁ0且なり拗0・Tokyo‥Tais血u

Kan．134－276．
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marks eacb sentence uslng a3－pOint scale with the highest point being3，a

grammaticallyl‡lCOrreCtbutcommu‡licめ1esentence，themiddlepointbeing2，a

grammaticallyincorrectandra托1ycommunicablesentence，thelowestpointbeing

l．HEis the way to mark t壬Ie teSt globally on tbe basis ofthe rater’s overall

impressionsbyuslnga5－pOintscale，Withthehighestbeing魚ve，andtheaverage

being3and thelowest beingl．AEis the w野tO mark the test analytically

througb a multトtrait profile of a scriptin terms of analytic features，SuCh as

Organization，grammaticalaccuracy，and attitudes．Each analyヒicalfeatureis

markedonthebasisofa3－pOintscale．

A氏er the わur kinds of Communicative Tests were completed by the

Students，tileSameteStSOfeacbkindwerescoredtwiceagainbytileSamerater

ataninteⅣalofaboutonemontb．ThetestswerelaterexchangedbetweeIltbe

tworatersandmarkedagain丘・OmAugust，1997throughmid－March，1998．Each

answersheetⅥraSSCOredfourtimesbytworat与rS．

瓦Ⅴ 汲es硯1もS

見 地臓物

Ikm‡）i氏α籾（orItem Facility，Ⅳ）was calculatedinthe formula（n totaVn

COrreCt）asshowninTable2．By丘）110WingsuitofAndersonetal．（1991），the

authorcategorizedtheitem di放culty（タ）valuesequivalenttoitem由cilityinto

three groups：eaSyitemsク〉．67；aVer喝eitems．33≦♪≦．67；and d瓜cult

itemsく夕．33．

甘able2 Average‡tem野ac滋ityofCloze甘est（1，2，andTotal） Ⅳ＝369

Tests IF Mean SD Range Max Min FunSco托

Clozel O．542 14．10 6．73 26

Cloze2 0．555 14．49 6．75 26

Cloze O．550 28．62 13．12 52

Total

26 0 26

26 0 26

52 0 52

Note： ClozeTotal＝（Clozel）＋（Cloze2）

Table2shoⅥrSthatitemdi銑cultyindices ofClozel，2andClozeTotalare

ClosetoO．5．Itmeansthatitemsofthesetwoclozetestsareaverageitems．
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2 彪e広田dおぬゐ虚題娩又甜

‡temdiscriminationwasherecalculatedbytheぬrmula（王Fuppeト野10Wer）

as showninTable3．In tbis experime鴫tbeautbortookthe upper279あ弧d

lower27％respectivelyたomtheⅦ‘bolegroup．

Table3‡temdiscdmimation（王D）0宕Cioze甘e＄七（ま，2，and甘ota呈）

Test ID Test ‡D Test ID

Clozel O．629 Cloze2 0．621 ClozeTotal O．625

Table3showsthatitemdiscriminationindicesofClozel，2，andTotalareallover

O．6．AccordingtoEbel（1972，p．399），theindexofO．40andupindicates“very

gooditems．”There払re，itemsinsubtestsand払ewholeClozeTestwereわund

tobeverygooditems．Ofbotbsubtests，Clozelseemsto壬l肝eaSlightlymore

discdminato叩pOWer．

3 幽鮎物′

The overallreliability of STE‡）calculated by the Split Half Method for369

stu，dentswasr＝ニ0．90．Thereliabilitycoe托cients ofthesubtests oftheSTEP払r

justlOO studentsatonepublicmiddle scboolⅦ■ereCalculatedbyCronbachα

becauseofthelimitationoftimeasshowninTable4．

甘aもie4 S毛atistまcsofS甘Ep（n＝369）

Reliabi日中 Mean SD Range Max Min FullScore

Stre O．65

Voca O．49

Gram O．54

Comp O．70

Read O．70

Total O．90

7．42 3．18 12

5．30 2．46 8

21．79 7．17 30

9．72 4．89 18

24．98 10．14 36

69．23 23．60 98

12 0 12

8 0 8

30 0 30

16 0 18

36 0 36

104 6 104

Notes：Stre＝Stress良nding（6itemsx2pts＝12pts）

Voca＝Vocabulary（4itemsx2pts＝8pts）

Gram＝Grammar（6itemsx2pts＋6itemsx3pts＝30pts）
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Comp＝Composition（6itemsx3pts＝18pts）

Read＝Readi汲g Comprebension（6itemsx2十4itemsx3＋4itemsx3＝36

pts）

With regard to the way to calculate cloze reliability by uslng K－R21，

汲Iein－Braley（1997，p．67）statestbat＝払isisnotlegitimatesincetbeitemsinthe

tests are not statisticallyindependent．－－There払re，reliabilities ofthe subtests of

the Cloze test w■ere Calculated by Cronbacb α．Since tbe overallreliability

COe践cientwasO．90，STEPwas女）undtobeaveryreliabletest．

甘言ぬ且e5 汲e狙aも㍊立食豆esoぎC且oge吏esも（且，2，a皿d甘ota呈）（n＝369）

Test r Test r Test r

Clozel O．920 Cloze2 0．920 ClozeTotal O．958

Table5shows reliabilities of the Cloze Test calculated by Cronbach α．The

reliabilities ofClozel，2andTotalwereallわundtobeveryhigh．Clozeland

Cloze2havethesamereliability．

甘aわ且e6・汲e誠aもi弘七ie＄ 0宮野0硯訂Com‡n狙ぬca由ve甘es七s（S，闇r，鼠．＆軋）

Kindsoぎ‡ntra－rater Reliaもili呼 Inter－rater Reliability N

Tests TR HE ÅE TR 壬iE AE

Speai血g O．992

Ⅶddng O．996

Reading O．997

Listening O．996

0．952 0．963

0．971 0．974

0．969 0．894 0．915 106

0．965 0．939 0．953 273

0．993 369

0．996 369

＊TR＝TraditionalEvaluation，HE＝HolisticEvalⅥation，AE＝AnalyticEvaluation

Table6showsthereliabiiitymeasuresoftbe払urCommunicativeTests（S，W，R

＆L）・TheseweyecalculatednotbyXR20nor‡（R21norCronbacbαbutby

Intra－raterand王nter－raterReliability，Sinceeacbof払eitemsoftbefburtestsⅥraS

SCOred notin theわm of bina叩（0－1）data butin three－W野eValuations：

TraditionalEvaluation，Holistic Evaluation，and Analytic Evduations（see

Mocbizuki，2001）．‡nthisstudytworatersratedeacbtesttwotimesineachof

thetbreeⅥr野SOfevaluation，12scoresた〉reaChtestⅥreregenerated（2ratersx2
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iterations x3ways of evaluations yields12scores）．‡n calculatingintra－and

inter－raterreliabilities，tbe authorused the丘rsttime scorlng Of2iterationsfor

eachwayofevaluating and the author adopted Cronbach α 払1lowlngBac‡1man

（1990）－sexplanation（pp．178－181）tocalculatethecorrelation coef鮎ients．As a

result，thereliabilityoftbefourCommunicativeTestswassboⅥrnineachcaseto

bebighorve叩bigbinalltbreetypesofevaluation．

4 聯′

Ⅶitb regard to validity，aS王iughes（1989，p．27）pointsout，it
has been divided

intoわur kinds，由ce，COntent，Criterion－related，COnStruCt Validities．王iowever，

Messick（1989）statedthatvalidityisa“unitaryconcept（p．13），andBachman

（1990a）introducedvdidityasaunita叩COnCeptregardingtestinterpretationand

use．Chappelle（1999）summarized
the contrasts betⅥreen paSt and cu汀ent

conceptionsaboutvalidityasfo110WS．Intbepast（1）“validityⅥraSCOnSidereda

Cゐα和ごねわざままc〆atest：tbeextenttoⅥrbicbatestmeasuresⅥrhatitissupposedto

measure”（2）“Reliabilitywasseenasdistinctなomandanecessa叩CO卯∂去若宮∂乃カγ

〃αg去d秘”（3）Constructvaliditywas seenasone of才ゐ柁β妙β5〆即αg才d盲砂（the
three validities were content，Criterion－related，and construct）”，Ⅶhereas

currently（4）“validityisconsideredanαプ節桝g邦吉COnCerningtestinterpretation

anduse：theextenttoⅥrhicbtestinterpretationsandusescanbejusti鮎d”，（5）

“Reliabilitycanbe
seenaso乃g妙β〆〃αgよ∂よ砂β〃盲∂g符Cg，and（6）“Validityisa

α乃言古αりCO邦C申タwithconstructvalidity as central（content and criterion－related

evidencecanbeusedasevidenceaboutconstructvalidity）”（p．258）（Theauthor

numbered（1）～（6）by quoting them なom Cbappelle－s Tablel．）Allthis

literature about valid軸requires us to collect“almost all女）mS Of validity

evidence”（Messick，1989，p．17）．AIso consequences must be takenまnto

consideration as Messick（1989）included “socialconsequences of test

interpretationsanduseinconstructvalidation”（p．17）andCbappellementioned

“tbeconsequencesoftesting”inhertable（p．258）．

In regard to validity，Klein－Braley（1997）used criterion－related，namely，

concu，rrent Validity，tO eValuate severalkinds of cloze tests．Tbis study

investigatedcontent，COnStruCt，Criterion－related（concurrent），払cevaliditiesbut

notsocialconsequenceswhicharehardtoassess．
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a 〔b邦吉β乃才〃αg才∂妙：First，COnCernlngCOntentValidity，the content oftbe cloze

testiscomposedofaNarrationtestandaConversationtextasalrea軸mentioned

inl．戯乃ゐ〆cわgβおご才，d戯邦ゐ〆おね．Mocbizui（i（1984，1994）showedthatthe

Cloze test with a Narration textis assuIned to re幻ectJapanese
EFLlearners’

pro滋ciencyveryⅥre11．‡nthisstudytheautborconductedapreliminaryclozetest

witb a Na汀ation textanda Conversation text on a smallnumber ofthird－year

junior high schooIstudents．The result showed thatit discriminated themin

termsoftbeirlevel．BroⅥrn（1983）revealedtbattheclozetestisvalidinterms

Ofcohesivedevicessinceclozeteststbatarebasedoneve叩如hworddeletions

Whether they start at di鮎rent points tend to tap equally wellany cohesive

devicesthatm野eXistintbeprose．Tilerefore，theauthorconsideredthis study

tobecontentvalid．

Concernlng女）urkindsofCommunicativeTests，tbeauthorco‡lStruCtedthem

by following Weir－s（1990）tbree－part血・ameⅥrOrkand the content validityⅥraS

judgedtobebighbytheauthorandhisco－reSearCherYamada，N．

b O′よおγわ邦一作gα≠β∂〃αg才∂玄妙：Inregard to criterioIl－托1ated，tbatis，COnCu汀ent

Validity，ln Order toinvestigate concu汀ent Validity，tbe co汀elation coe氏cients

WereCalculatedbetweentheClozeTestan（旦STEP，aSShoⅥ7ninTable7．

Tab旦e7 Co㌻ye旦aもio王且＄もetwee王1C且oge甘est（1，2and甘ota且）andS甘E㌘（n＝3ぢ9）

CoITelatio王1 r

Clozel仙 STE㌘

Cloze2－ STE㌘

ClozeTotal－STEP

r＝0．837：紬

r＝0．839紬

r＝0．861＊＊

＊＊＝Sign近cantattbeO．011evel（2一也止ed）

The Cloze Test（1，2，and Total）was found to be strongly correlated to

STE‡），aSShowninTable7．ItcanbesaidthatClozelandCloze2arealmostthe

sameinvalidity．ClozeTestlsharesabout70．1％（．6372Ⅹ100）ofv訂iancewith

STEP，WhileClozeTest2sbaresabout犯4％（．8392Ⅹ100）w肋STEP．B。th

theClozeTestandSTEPseemtomeasuretheoverallEnglishpro点ciencyoftbe
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Su切ects．

Table8 CorrelationsbetweenClozeTesも（1，2，andTotal）andSubtestsofS甘EP（n＝369）

Stre Voca Gram Comp Read Total

Clozel

Cloze2

Cloze

Total

0．546 0．618

0．532 0．619

0．557 0．634

0．751 0．691 0．760 0．837

0．757 0．704 0．757 0，839

0．776 0．718 0．777 0．861

ClozelwithaNarrationtextisわundtobehighlyrelated to Grammar（r

＝0．751）and，mOSt StrOngly，tO Reading Comprebension（r＝0．760）．Cloze2

With a Conversation textis払und to be strongly correlated to Grammar and

ReadingComprehension（bothr＝0．757）andComposition（r＝0．70釦．

甘abie9 Co汀elatまonsbetweenClozeandfo硯rComm㍑私立cative甘es七s

TR HE AE n

Clozel：S

Cloze2：S

Cloze Total：S

Clozel：W

Cloze2：Ⅶ

ClozeTotal：Ⅵ7

Clozel：R

Cloze2：R

ClozeTotal：R

Clozel：L

Cloze2：L

ClozeTotal：L

0．376＊率

0．378＊串

0．396＊率

0．727＊＊

0．736＊串

0．756＊串

0．364：か＊

0．340串＊

0．369＊＊

0．690串＊

0．700＊串

0．716削：

0．354＊＊ 106

0．338＊＊ 106

0，365＊＊ 106

0．683‥幹＊ 273

0．696＊＝鋲 273

0．713＊＊ 273

0．806＊串 369

0．792＊＊ 369

0．817＊＊ 369

0．780＊＊ 369

0．761納 369

0．791療＊ 369

Table9reveals thefo110Wlng three things．First，Withregard to the correlation

between the Cloze Test（1，2 ＆Total）and Speaking Test，the correlation

COe払cientswerealllessthan．40inanyofthethreetypesofevaluation，namely

Traditionai，Holistic andAnalytic．Second，reg訂dingtheco汀elationbetween the

Cloze Test（Cloze Total）and tbeⅦdting Te鈍the correlation coe払cientsin
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Traditまon紙㍍0旦isと紙Åna桝icEvaluationsⅦere high（rニ．0756，0．716，0．713

respecもiveiめ．Third，COnCerningthecorreia臼onbe紬eentheClozeTestandthe
鼠eading Tesも，払e Cloze Tesもwas found to be stro‡唱Iy related to the Reading

Test（アニ0．SO6，0．792，0．817inClozel，2andTotaユ，byTraditionalEvaluation）．

野ou㌻i丸reg訂dingtbeco汀elatまonl〕etⅥree王l払eClozeTestand払e‡JisteningTest，

the Cまoze Tesもwas sbo耶tO be
closeiy reiated to tbe Liste‡血g Test（r＝

0．780，0．76且，0．79且inC且oze且，2andClozeTotal）byTraditiollalEvaluation．

C 野鼠鑑e閥盈五感互恵y：Åstoぬcevalidity，this means hoⅥr gOOd orrigbt atestin

q㍑eSとio訳looksと0もbetesもtaまほrS．‡norde㌻もOknoⅥrboⅥrbeginningJapaneseEFL

iearners pe㌻Ceived tbe cまoze もest（results s壬10Ⅵrilin TablelO），the autbor

COn血cもedaqlまeStionnaireon56sttまdents outof460p訂ticipants，jtlSttbatsmall

portionⅦbos㍊bm如edt壬IereSpOnSeSVOlu如arilya免ertheywereaskedtoムilitin

atoneintemeぬtelevelpubiicmiddlesc壬1001．

甘鼠鮎旦e及⑬ ㌘e訂むe節食豆0弧の蜜鮎e慮立盟胡瓜粗密鼠欝臥旦ea柑e訂S恵ow甜戌もぬeC且oze甘est
n＝5S

Q．1DoyoⅥもぬin皇こt払attぬisClozeTestisagoodtestasanE喝1is壬1teSt？

Yes．（37．9％），No．（13．8％），Don－tknoⅥ7．（舶．3％）

Q・2 W払at曲i弘也esdoyo－ユt払ink蝕まsClozeTestmeasⅥreS？CbeckasinanyOptionsasyoⅥ

t壬1i王1ksⅥitabまe．TiletOp畠veどeSpOnSeSareSboⅦn壬Iere．

ま．也eabilitytopredまctandi‡ま転r（61．0％），

2．g㌻a王温血aぬcaま奴now呈edge（77．6％），

3．E皿g弘sぬ托adimgco王npre圭1e汲Sま0王1（62．1％），

4．Emglisbspeま血g（55．2％），

5・Engliぬ vocabula叩（4S．3％）（Since tぬe respondents were asiくed to cbeck as many

Op也onsastbeyt払inks狙iねble，tbesumoftkperce王1tagepOintstotalsoverlOO乳）

Q13 むoyo㍑agreetOtbisClozeTestbeinginは0血cedintoanentranceexami皿ationtobigb

SC王100まs？

Ågree．（55．2％），Disagree．（27．6％），Don－tknow．（17．2％）

（0如y To TboseⅥrぬo ansⅥ7ered－－A酢ee－－）Towbat extent s血0Ⅵ1d tbis Cloze Testbe

intro血cedintotぬee王1t指nCeeXa王nぬationto王1ig血scbooIs？

Åsparヒ0ぎt払een汝anceexam払ationto血igbsc王1001s．（96．9％）

TbisCiozeTest
canreplacetbec㍊汀entenkanceexaminationtobig血sc血001s．（3，1％）．
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（TranslatedintoEnglisilby也eautbor．）

Questionlisposedtoinvestigatethe払cevalidityoftbeClozeTest．Theresults

Showedthat舶．3％ansⅥ7ered“Don－tknoⅥr，Whereas37．9％oftbesttldents“
乃

Yes”and13・8ウらrespondednegativelytothequestion－－Isthisclozetestagood

test as an E喝1isb test？’’Itmeans that abou．t
haはof the students shoⅥred

reservations．Tberefore，itcannotbesaidthatthisclozetestishighintermsof

払cevalidity．WitbregardtowhatabilitiestheClozeTestmeasures，tbesu切ects－

perception aboutthe ClozeTestmeasuring grammaticaliくnOWledgeandreading

COmprebensionmatchestbestatisticalanalysIS Oftbistest，aS ShowninTable臥

Concerning the adoption ofthe ClozeTestas paれofthehigh schoolentrance

examination，mOre than balfofthe respondentsねvoredit，although tbis result

doesnotnecessarilygoⅥ7ithQ．1．ThisshoⅥ7Stbatbeginninglearners seemedto

beve叩interestedin such a’new－type oftestaltbough tbey have some doubt

血outwhethertheclozetestisagoodtest．Itcannotbesaidthattheclozetest

is由cevalid．

d G）卵Sわ朋C才がαg才d盲砂：Lastly，COnStruCtValidityofthe cloze test requlreS uS tO

CO11ect as much evidence as possible from content，Criterion－related，and払ce

Validities．Concurrent and content validitiesⅥrere deemed to be acceptable．

However，tbeclozetestwasnot丸まgbly払cevalid．0verall，theclozetestcanbe

judgedtobeacceptableastoconstructvdidity．

Ⅴ 取まsc硯＄Siom

InIICloze Tests，Discrete－pOintTests and Communicative Tests，払urresearch

questionsweresetup．Letusexamineeachresearcbquestion．

ⅦithregardtoResearcbQuestion（RQ）10ftbeE飴ctivenessoftheCloze

Test，tbeautborinvestigatedtbeClozeTestintermsofsevencriteriaasfollows．

First，item d瓜cultyindices of Clozel，2and Totalare close to O．5，抑erage

di銭cultylevel（．33≦♪≦．67）．Second，theitemdiscriminationindicesofClozel，2

andTotalcanberegardedasindicatingbestitems，bearlnglnmindthat“0．4and

up“initemdiscriminationistheoptimumlevel．Third，tbereliabilitiesofClozel，

2and Cloze Totalare ve叩bigb（r＝0．920，r＝0．920，r＝0．958）．Fourth，the

concurrent validity ofthe Cloze Testwas very bigh（r＝0．837，r＝0．839，r
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＝0．861respectively）．ぎi氏h，COnCerning
ease ofconstruction，aS alreadypointed

Out by many researchers，Cloze tests are easy to construct，a merit for test

COnStruCtOrS．Thiswas tbe casewith this clozetestぬaturing紬O Subtests，One

Witbana汀ationtextandtbeotberwitbaconversationtext．Sixtb，regardingease

Ofscoring，tbeClozeTestiseasytoscore．‡ntbisstudy，eXaCtⅥrOrdscori喝WaS

adopted，Since such researcbers as Taylor（1953）and Bormutb（196年，

1965a，1965b）andJohnson（2001）pointed out that tbereis no signはcant

di荘erence betⅥreen the exact word scorlr唱and the acceptableⅥrOrd scorl‡lg．A

血沈berreasonわrchoosi喝this scorlngmetbodwas economy oftime．The点nal

Critedonis ease ofinterpretation．If scorers have d血cultyinterpreting the

SCOreSOfthesubjects，thetestwillnotbe払voredbythem．AIsothescoresofthe

test m11St be easily understood by tbe stl切ectsa氏er tbey
bave received tbeir

result．Tbe Cloze test provides the scorers and subjects with a single score，

Wbicbsわ0ⅥrSOVerallpro虫ciency．Thisiseasytointerpret．‡nviewofthe払ctthat

thereareatinynumberllofmiddleschoolteacbersinJapanwhoknoⅥraboutthe

Clozetest，Clozetestir唱，itsnature，Strengtbsandweaknessesshouldbetaughtto

thematvarioussemi‡1拡Sandstudymeetings．

Researcb Question2dealsⅥ7itbtherelatio‡lShip oftbe Cloze Testwiththe

Discrete－pOinttestandalsoⅥrith女）urCommunicativeTests（S，W，監＆L）．ぎirst，

With regardねtbe relationship oftbe Cioze Test with the Discrete00pOint test

（STEP）previouslydiscussedintermsofconcurrentv幻idity（SeeTぬIe7），tile

ClozeTestiscloselyrelaとedtoSTEP；aboveali，amOngthesubtestsofSTE‡），it

is closely related to Grammar（r＝0．751）and Reading Comprehension（r＝

0．760）．‡tshouldbenotedthattbe払cusbereisonconcurrentvalidity（i．e．the

relationshipbe紬ee】1theClozeTestandtheexternalcdterion，namely，STEP）．

RQ3乱1rtberexploresthatrelationship．ThehまghcorrelationbetⅥreenthe Cloze

TestvithNa汀ation andReading Comprehensionreminds us thattheNarration

text Cloze test requ汀eSまntegrative thinking．Tbisis similar to grasplng the

mea‡11ngOfawholepassageintねeReadingComprebensionsectionoftheSTEP．

11Tbe
a血or鮮VeS ale血re on co王nmunica也ve testing to middle andbigb scllOOlteacbers of

Englis壬1att壬1e OpenLecture attbe tJnおers吋ofTsuk11baeveryJ11抄andaskstbemwbe払erthey
ぬveileardabollttlleClozetest．However，Ve‡γ由wteacbers王1aVe．
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Cloze2is also strongiy correま如ed to Grammar and Reading Comp血ension

（bothr＝0．757）aTldComposition（r＝0．704）．TbeConversationtextCloze2

encouraged仇eau・thorとOhypo払esizeastrongco汀el舐ionw】itilStress魚nding，aS

both oftbem have somethingincommoninrespectofassociationⅥritb sounds，

butinねctthereisnobiggerrelationsbipbetⅥreenCloze2andStress畠ndi喝than

thatbetweenClozelandStress血ding．Cloze2iscomposedofa26－1inedialogue

betⅥreenaJapanesemiddlescboolboy，沖0，弧daboy色・OmanEngiishはSpeaking

COunt叩，Tom・This dialogueis a daまiyconversationinⅦbicbtbeJapaneseboy

invitesTomtojoinatripto恥ototogetberwitb払柁igncbi放enoりiro－s壬atber－s

employees．‡tcanbecategorizedas akindofN拡rationまnadialogue如m．Tbis

requlreSp訂ticipantstotbinkoft‡1eplotoftheⅥrbolestoryasⅥrellasthedy‡1amic

humanrelationsrevealedintheconversation，Ⅶhileatthesametimei妃eplngan

eye on grammarand structu陀OgSentenCeS．払contras七夕Stress畠ndinginSTEP

deals witbⅥrbat word cardes stressin sbort tⅥrO－SentenCe dialogues．Suわjects

訂e required to pay attention to a slngle piacei－n aてeSpOnSe．Tbere払re tbe

COmplexityofthetaskinCloze2isdi窪erentなomtbaもinStress畠ndまng．0verallit

may be sa絶to say that the Cioze甘estis strongly related to Grammar（r＝

0．776），Composition（r＝0．718）and Reading Comprehension（r＝0。777）．

The reason払rthe strong correまatio王1between Composition and tbe Cloze Test

SeemStObetbatbotharesimilarinelicitingproductiveabi臼tyi王1tbatthe氏）mer

asks tbem to attend to word order and tbeiatter to wrまte（ま0ⅥrnanSWerS Oftheまr

OWninc托atlngintbecontext．

Second，We Sballconsider the relationship o君tbe Cloze TestYWith払ur

CommunicativeTests．Tbeco汀eユationbetweentheSpeakingTestandtbeCloze

Test waslow．NoteⅥrOr払y ⅥraS tbe correlation betⅥreen Cまoze 2 using a

CorlVerSation text and tbe Speaking Test．Since the Conversation clozeⅥraS

reported to measure tbe oralability of tile Su切ects（Hugbes，ま981），a higb

COrrelationbetween払embadbeen expected．HoⅥreVer，tbeごeSuksぬ11sbortof

SuCh expecねtions．As Hughes（1989，p．67）says，－－cまozeprocedures，Since tbey

produce pu托1y penciland paper tests，CannOt tellus anything about tbe ord

COmpOnentOfove氾11pro鮎iency．”Thecorrelatio‡lbetⅥreentheWdtingTestand

theClozeTestⅥraSbighinthethreetypesofevaluation（TE，HEandAE）．Tbis

bigilCO汀elationcanbeattributedtotbeねctthaもbotbelicまtproductまveabilityof



Ak払iko MOC王iIZU王くⅠ

22

thesuわjects．The ClozeTestasks thesuわjectstorecoverthedeletedwordsby

guesslng缶om the context，Whereas the Writi‡lg Test directly asl（S them to

COmpletealetterorwriteaclassdia叩，OrSummarizeasto叩inEnglish．

ThecorrelationbetweentheReadingTestandtheClozeTestⅥraSbigh．The

reason女）rtbis seems tobe thatbothtypes ofthetests are similarinterms of

requlrlngtbesuわjectsto exercisetbeabilitytograspthemeanlngOfthewhole

passageand糾eSSthemeanlngなomthecontext．

Tbe correlation between tile Listening Test and tbe Cloze Testwas high．

Botbtests have sometbinglnCOmmOn，tbatis，Cbeciくingproductiveability．The

Listening Test provides the subjects with three kinds of tasks such as

Summarizing a storyinJapanese，Classi軸ng giveninfomation，andident砂ing

things on a sl（etCb map ofa room wbicb the speakerreねrred to．Both tests

requlreprOductiveabilityoHbesuわjects．

ConcerningResearchQuestion30fhighscorersontheClozeTestandthe

STEP，inordertoi（nOWWhetherhigbscorersontheSTEPwillgainhighscores

OntheClozeTestasw■elいheautborsoughttbeco汀eCtedco汀elationofscores

betweentheClozeTestandSTEPbyuslngthe払rmulaforcorrection払r

attenuation．Theformula払rco汀eCtion払rattenuationis：Correlationcoe払cient

r＝（ClozeTotaトSTEP）／ （ReliabilityofSTE‡））（ReliabilityofCloze）．

Thisproducesaveryhighcorrelationcoe銭cientofO．927．Itmeansthatthe

higberthescoresasu切ectobtainsonSTE‡），tbehigherthescoresbdshegains

On tbe Cloze test・The Cloze Test thus discriminates between s叫ects very

e拉ciently．

RegardingResearchQuestion40fbeginningEFLlearners－perceptionsoftbe

ClozeTest，tbe払cevalidityoftheClozeTestwasnotbigh．Wbatthes叫ects

t壬IinktheClozeTestmeasurescoincideswitbwhatthestatisticalresultsshowin

Table8・Tberesponsevalidity oぎtbe ClozeTestis highintbatthe subjects－

perceptiontbatitmeasuresgrammaticalknoⅥrledgeandReadingComprehension

issupportedbystatisticalanalysIS．

エ才桝才ね才才0乃‥A氏ertbeSTEPtesもwasadministeredto467students，itwasscored

notinthe払rmofl－Odatabutintbe女）mOfallottingcertainpointstoeacbof42

questionitemstotalinglO4points．Therefore，thereliabil軸coe践cients払rthe
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STEP for the whole369subjectsⅥrere nOt Calcuiated．Justthe
data血●OmlOO

Subjectswerecalculated．

Ⅴ亙 Conc息硯＄豆0皿

Thisstudywasconductedね点ndtheanswerstotbeわurresearcbquestions：

First，how can tbe ClozeTesとbe evaluatedinterms ofe鮎ctiveness，Wbichis

made up of（1）item di践culty，（2）item discrimination，（3）reliability，（4）

validi吋，（5）ease of construction，（6）ease of scoring，and（7）ease of

interpretation？TberesultssbowedtbattheClozeTestise鮎ctivewithregardto

allsevencriteria．Justas showninTables2，3，5，7and8，tbeClozeTestwitha

Narration textcanbe regarded as e鮎ctive since tbe sl喝1e26－まtem Cloze Test

Showsstrongreliabilityandvalidity．

Second，bowis the Cloze Test related to the Discrete－pOint Test and

CommunicativeTests？Itturnedout紬attheClozeTestwas stronglyrelatedto

tbeSTEP，adiscrete－pOinttest，（rニ0．861＊＊）．Ånother丘n血gwastbatof払ur

Communicative Tests（Speaking，Ⅶdting，Reading，and Listening），Ⅵ血atwas

StrOnglycorrelatedto tbe ClozeTestwas Writing，Reading，andListening，With

Readingthehighest（r＝0．817）．WbatⅥraSCOntra叩tOtbeauthor－sexpectation

vasthatCloze2withaConversationtextwasw・eal亡1ycorrelatedtoSpeaking（r

＝0．378）．With regard to tbe e鮎ctiveness of a
Conversatio‡1Cloze Test払r

Japanese beginninglearners of Englisb，SOme doubtis cast on tbe claim by

HugileS（1981）aboutthestrongcorrelationbetweentheconversationclozeand

Oralability．

Third，the Cloze Test seems capable of discriminating upper andloⅥrer

pro鮎iencygroupse鋭ciently．

Fourtb，SinceapproximatelyhalfofthebeginnlngleamersofEnglishsboⅦed

reseⅣationsaboutⅥrhethertojudgetheClozetestagoodtesいtcannotbesaid

that this cloze testis highin terms of払ce validity，altbough they did seem

interestedinthis newtypeoftest．ConcerningⅥrhattheClozeTestmeasures，

tbeirperceptionmatcbeswbatpastresearchreported．

0verall，this study shows evidencein払vor of the reliability，Validity and

practicalityoftheclozetestinthisparticularusagecontext・ItseemstoⅥrOrkasa

pro点ciency test ofwriting and reading abilities・王talso appears to be a rougb
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indicatoroftbesu切ecでslisteningability（r＝0．791）aswell，althoughacloze

testuslngaCO‡lVerSationasatextseemsunabietomeasurespeakingability．As

animplicationfortestinglntheclassroom，tbe50－OrmO托itemclozetestuslnga

Narrationtextcouldbeusedasaplaceme‡ユtteStWhentheteacheristoobusyto

COnStruCtaregularlongplacememtもest．
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AppendixIPa比な〔）mtbeClozeTestl．

Ⅰ‡twasaboutfiveintbea氏ernoon．Iwasstillworkingatt壬1eO銭cethen．Anold

如endcalledMiketelephonedme女omthealrpOrt．HeisateacherofFrenchof

anAmericanhighschool．

Hesaid，“IhavejustむTivedinJapan．（1）⊆些Isee，yOurigbtnow？”

”Ⅶell，（2）圭amtoobusytomeetyou（3）些狸，－－Isaid．－－Willyoucometo

（4）空文houseandⅥr由t氏）rme？Ⅰ－11（5）奴backsoon．－－Hesaid，－－Idon－t（6）

垂里9望b珊tOgettOyOurhouse．‖（7）圭Said，

”IthinlくyOuhavethe些竣Isentyou紬OmOnthsago．！虫垂atthemap，andyou

Wiii（10）垣曲1eto払dmybouseeasily．（11）圭垣1e氏thedoorkeyunderthe
（12）stoneonthele氏sideofthe （13）卓00rノーThenItoldhimtogo（14）into

thekitc壬1enand虫ndsometbingto（15）隻垂OrtOdrink．（Therestisomitted．）

♪わお．（translated丘・OmJapaneseintoEnglish）luckily＝aS areSultofgood
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1uck， neighbor＝SOmeOneWholivesinthebouseor叩artmentneXt

toyouornearyou

Appendix2 Pa比なomtheClozeTest2．

ⅠⅠ． J＝Jiro，T＝Tom

J：Hi，Tom．

T：Goodmorning，Jiro．How拡eyOu？

J：Fine，tbankyou，andbow訂e（27）班型＿＿＿＿？

T：Ⅰ－m丘ne，tOO，thankyou．Are（28）誕生＿＿busytbissummer？

J：Yes，I

Students．

am．（29）Last

Their払thersareworking

T：H抑eyOuknown

nigbt we had a di‡1ner party

（31）わr

（32）them

my払払er’s払ctory．

払ralongtime？

（30）witb

J：No，Ⅰ（33）垣吐．Isawthemわrthe鮎st（34）虹attheparty．

T：Arethey丘・Om（35）些L SameCOunt叩？

J：No，theyaren’t．They （36）are なomdi鮎rentcountries．As soonas

わrelgn

（37）迦

summer…．（Therestisomitted．）

Appendix3 Pa止打om the Speaking Test．（Conductedin an LL at a middle

SChoolbyhavingthestudentstalktothemicrophoneた）1loⅥrlngthedirectionsover

tbe Public Speaking System and tape－reCOrd their responses on tbe tapein

unison．）

1．Introduce yourseはin Englisb払r one minute．Include your name，aCademic

year，SCbool，払mily andinterests（hobbies）in your talk．Think払r2

minutes andstart．

2．YouarenowinNewYorkandyouaregolngtOaCOnCertOntheBroadway．

Askaclerkataticketo放ceofyourhotelQuestions ト6inEnglisbintⅥrO

minutes．

Questions you have to ask the cle紘：The女）iloⅥ7ing are translatio王1Sた■Om

Japanese．

（1）（Whowillsingtonightり

（2）（Ⅶbattimewi11theconcertstart？）

（3）～（6）（Omitted）

3．Read tbe followlng paSSagein tw■O minutes．Then turn your paper upside
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downandsu．mmarizethecontentintwominutes．

Tomlil（ed to play baseballve叩muCh．A氏er scboolhe e呵Oyed playing

baseba11Ⅵritbhis血・iendsintheplayground．Hewasverygoodatbittingthe

ba11．
‥‥‥（Therestisomitted．）

Åppend汝4 Part良omtbeWdtingTest．

1．You have received払eわ110Wlngletter缶om your缶iend．Wdteyour reply，

keeplnglnmindthatyouwillprovidealli‡血rmationthattbesenderwants．

St．Clair，Micbigan

NovemberlO，1997

Dear血■iend，

‡hope everytbingis goingⅥ7e11wit‡1yOuandyour払mily．WeⅥ和uldliketo

VisitShizuolくaCityforaweel亡attheendofM訂Chnextyear．Canweseeyou

then？Whaビs theweatberlikeinthatseason？Dowebavetobringourwarm

COatSP MybrotherTomwouldlikeyoutotelluswhatwecouldvisitduringour

Stay．Ⅶbatkindofわodwillwebeabletoeat？Wouldyouletmeknowagood

hotelforustostayin？

Love，

Anne

2．（The teacher uses atape－reCOrderand has壬Iis or ber students write their

answers．）Listen to a conversation between Akio a‡ld Mrs．Brown and

Write down the contentwitbin80wordsbypaylng attention towbere tbis

dialo糾etOOkplaceandwhattheyweretalkingabout．A丑eryouhavewdtten

down the stlmma叩，COunt tbe number of words and putitinto tbe

parenthesesattheend．Tbedialoguewillbeplayedtwice．

3．Inyourclassyouaresupposedtowdtetbeclassdia叩bytlユrnS．December

lOisthedaywhenyouaretowriteinit．TbefollowlngmemOiswhatyou

bavetalくennOteSOfsothatyoucanwdteintheclassdia叩．Onthebasisof

tbesememos，WdtetbeclassdiaryinEnglisb．Youarerequiredtowriteat

least6sentences．Theinitialpartisshown払ryou．

（TranslationsなomJapanese．）

Tbursday，December∽．

（Inthemorning，Classesinsocialstudies，Japanese，andEnglish．
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Socialstudies…Studiedaboutpollution．）（Therestisomitted．）

Appendix5 Part血◆omtheListeningTest．（Tbeteacherusesataperecorder

andbasbisorberstudentsⅥrritetbei訂anSWerS．）

1．Listentothedialogues（1）～（6）．FillintheblankswithsuitableJapanese

SOthatyourrepliesⅥrilimatcbt壬IeCOntentOfti10Sedialogues．

Dialoguel．（ScriptA：WhereareyoulivingnoⅥ7？B：‡nOakland．A：Ob

really？Ⅶhere－sthat？B：ⅠピsnorthofSanFrancisco．）

Answer：（Translated缶omJapanese．）（ ）islocated（ ）San

Francisco．

（Therestisomitted．）

Appendix6 PaれなomtbeReadingTest．

1．Readtbe払110WlngpaSSageandfi11intheblanksbyansw▲erlngthequestions．

（Open－endedforms．）

（Thepassageandanswercolumnsareomitted．）

2．Passages（1）～（7）beloⅥrpictures（a）～（g）拡einco汀eCtOrder．Putthe

picturesinordersotbateacbpictureⅥriilmatchitscontentoftbepassage．

PassagelmatchesthecontentofPicture（a）．

（Tbepassagesandpicturesareomi紘ed．）

3．Read the three－paragrapb passage and summarize the content of each

par喝raphi‡りapanese．Writedovnin1400rSOlettersinbtal．

（Thepassageisomitted．）




