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The Design for the Rural Land Committee by the Agricultural Administration officials in
the Term of Rural Land Reform
— Characteristics of "Farmer Participation Type" asa
Reform Execution System —
By
Yusuke FUKUDA

Summary

The Rural Land Reform of Japan was carried out thoroughly for a short period of time after the war. The
success factor of the rural land reform exists partly over prewar days and the postwar period. Among many
of these factors, I observe the role of the rural land committee which was the execution organ of the reform.
Without the reform impelling force in the inside of a rural society, if the strict reform law is prepared, the
reform became impossible. This committee was carried out a reform completely democratically by the
Japanese agricultural administration officials who intended to take over the heritage of farmland control of
a war term and make it a reform execution organ. That is, this committee was not installed based on the
plan and instructions of occupation forces. Occupation forces refused practical nse of the rural land
committee at the beginning. The reason is that occupation forces consider Japanese government not to get
involve in the process of the rand reform instead of using this committee as a reform execution organ. But,
the occupation forces esteemed this rural land committee's activity highly as a success factor of the land
reform after the reform.

This committee functioned as a system which made rural people participate in the reform implementation
process certainly. This system made it possible for rural people to carry out autonomous reform by means
of rural collectively action especially the activity of Buraku. Of course, for a thorough execution of the
reform, it needed that the administration officials endeavored to attain their object. They recognized the
role of rural land committee, which functioned as a promoter of the reform through its educational effect
for rural people. They also focused on this committee system which promoted consciousness and growth of
rural people. Thus, execution of the reform became possible by endeavor of the government and growth of
rural people's reform impelling force. That is, the design for the rural land committee by the agricultural
administration officials brought the characteristic of reform into "Farmer Participation Type" which

guaranteed a success of the reform.
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