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Illegal dumping on forest edge in suburban area
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Summary

As incentives to forest management decline and the number of absentee forestland owners
increases, forest landscape deterioration has become a negligible social problem especially in
suburban areas. In addition to rank weeds and thickets, illegal dumping into the edge of
forests has accelerated the landscape deterioration. This study intends to find out the factors
inducing such dumping activities and analyze whether the existing preventives and measures
work effectively, based on a case study on forests along roads in the southern part of
Tsukuba City, Ibaraki Prefecture.

As a result of field observation and experimentation on forest management, road configu-
ration, traffic, and sort of trash, dumping activities could be categorized to two types:
throwing of car rubbish while driving or parking, and deliberate dumping of garbage or
industrial waste on a larger scale. The former was induced by parking spaces on roadside,
while the latter was found along roads with scarce traffic. No causal relation was found
between forest management and dumping activity. Dustbins set along the roadside could
reduce the car rubbish thrown on the ground, but there seemed no effective measures to
prevent deliberate dumping activities.

In regard to the second objectives, direct interviews and questionnaires by mail were
carried out to selected stakeholders: the cleansing department, forestland owners, and local
people. Both owners and dwellers expressed nuisance and expected some solution to the
government, but the only measure devised by the department is to distribute signboards to
give warning against dumping. Contrary to the trash on public ways that are removed
periodically as a part of road maintenance, cleaning service by the municipality cannot cover

the trash so far as it remains on private lands.
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