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The Local Land Commissions Plan and its Developments in the Prewar
Period : on the History of the Preceding Age of The Land Reform
By
Yusuke FUKUDA

Sammary

The success of The Land Reform at the village level in Japan depended mainly on the work of the local
land commissions that were established in all villages toward accomplishment the reform. This
commission System assured farmer participation in the process of enforcement. But ne commissions
suddenly emerged at postwar. The original plan for establishment of the local land commissions had
proposed in the latier hatf of the 1930°s. In this pepper I throw light on the reason why the plan needed and
afler that a course of praclical use of the commission by the government officials concerned. The main
results are following: ! At the time a measure {o improve tenancy problem was took in 1920 Japanese
government land policy staried. This measure was radical, for it took aim at resiriction on land ownership
and establishment of tenancy right. But meeting opposition of landowner, it was difficult to legislate.
While Tenancy Disputes Act of 1924was enacled and the organization for creating and maintaining peasant
proprietors starled from 1926, an agricultural tenancy bill was never passed, 2 Agriculiural depression of
1930’ caused new serious land problems: the tenancy right unsettled by eviction or land ownership carried
away from village. Under the same condilions the government officials concerned recognized necessity of
sctting up the organization that consisted of villagers and voluntary adjusted or resolved disputes.
Govenment officials changed their policy. The focus of legislation had changed from fenancy to
agricultural land. 3 In 1937 a bill which hold provisions of the local land commissions was enacted as the
Agticultural Land Adjustment Act. According 4 provision in this Act the local land commissions could be
put under the administrative guidance. The government formulated the plan that led the villager’s
voluntary action into official one. This plan was more strengthened under the agricultural tand regulation
in the war period, commissions gol more firmly fixed in villages. 4 the local land commissions in the
postwar took over many works developed under the local land commissions sysiem in the prewar days. Ti
was necessary to alter the class composition of members and strengthen their competence. But the system
assured farmer participation in the process of enforcement was eonsistently maintained. In this contex( the
postwar local land commissions system was more empowered to deal the agriculiural problems

aulonomously.



