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In a world in which people are but tools for one another or the source for one another's livelihood | for the pair from
hell are explicitly employed to gather up all the sticks so many people have turned into | there can be no room for
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sentimentality, and less for mercy. This is one of Abe’s clearest works and as he said, its message lies on its surface.
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Scholars point out the 'The Man Who Turned into a Stick is an early exmple of Abe's vision of life......his twin themes
of 'alienation’ and "loss of identity', Abe was obsessed with the impersonality, mind stifling claustrophobia and ugliness
16

of modern urban agglomeration. The trend in Japan towards futuristic mega-city filled him with horror.
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The sly humor underlying the three enchanting one-actors by Abe Kobo in the Pan Asian Repertory's presentation of
"The Man Who Turned into a Stick” at Playhouse 46 is characteristic of the drama, and much of the fiction, of this
Japanese author. The boundaries between humans and nature, tangible and spiritual, animate and inanimate dissolve
in his work: people find their imaginations producing reality or themselves becoming objects. These transformations
inevitably victimize some people, and it is Mr. Abe's ability to make his audience smile as he draws it into the

18
bewilderment of victims (who themselves are usually a little amused by their plight) that make his work unique.
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The Man Who Tumned into a Stick is not a play that is easily understood, and many people believe that that is exactly
how Abe wanted it. Abe did not like to write play for passive audiences. He wanted his audiences to work. He liked
that his plays made people feel uncomfortable because he believed that it was through this discomfort that people
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would begin to question their own lives rather than perfunctorily accept it.
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Timothy Iles Abe, Kobo: An Exploration of his Prose, Drama and Theatre, European Press Academic Publishing, Italy, 2000, p.138
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Lamont-Brown, Raymond. Kobo Abe: Japan's Novelist of Alienation-Obituary, Chicago: Contemporary Review, HighBeam? Research, 1993.
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D.J.R. Bruckner. Theater Review: Kobo, Abe's 'MAN WHO TURNED INTO A STICK', New York:The New York Times, 1986. 05. 25
http://www.enotes.com/man-stick/
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