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Practical Use of Educational Media and the Role of Educational Technology
in Higher Education: The Experience in Constructing Educational
Media Systems for Several Developmental Research Studies

Morio YOSHIE

The purposes of the present study are to investigate the conditions for practical use of educational media
systems in higher education in which media specialists collaborate in preparing them, and to identify the role of
educational technology in those practices,

The author tried to extract findings both from project reports and his experiences during the work to construct
educational media systems for several collaborative developmental research studies. In these research studies, both
content specialists and media specialists had studied together, He reviewed six research cases performed in the years
from 1986 to 1993; in these cases researchers of specific educational domains presented authentic teaching contents.

The themes of the research studies are as follows: two research studies aimed at developing teaching materials
on Japanese language and presentation systems for overseas students to Japan, two aimed at developing item
databases and its management system for teacher education in its preparaiion stage, and the remaining two aimed
at developing data processing systems of students' test response data which appear in English language educalion
for Japanese students, and also developing item databases served in learning the English language.

The educational media systems used technologies as follows: visual meclia that use videodise recordings,
hypermedia, databases, and data processing systems. The review suggested that the role of educational technology
includes an investigation into how activities are coordinated to assuve the antonomons work of each participant in a
joint project in which content specialists and media specialists work together, to positively motivate media specialists
who have no direct relation to teaching activities, and to practice effective systematic services by media specialists.
In the context of this study, the value of the product of educaiional technology could be found in the practice and the
investigation of effective use of the educational meclia system as a part of the educational methed.
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