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A Modern Meaning on Gentaro
Tanahashi's Theory of Home Museum
(Heimatmuseum):

As a Basis of the Theory of
Community Museum

Miwa OJIMA

The purpose of this paper is to consider Gentaro Tanahashi's theory of
home museum (heimatmuseum) and to put it into the museology history that
combines museum and community.

Most previous studies on the theory of home museum have been
explicated along with the viewpoint of Kyodo Kyoiku Undo (Movement on
Heimateiziehung). For it was in 1930 on thereabout that gained strength while
Tanahashi came back from Europe and insisted the theory of home museum.
His theory, however, must have some other different views from Kyodo Kyoiku
Undo's, for example, that his objection to recommending to set up local
education room in school.

Home museum contemplated by Tanahashi was independent from school
and founded in the more than 10 thousand-populous municipality. It also needed
to arrange local instruments and plenty spaces for activity, and post adequate
professions. It could be thought that such home museum have the following
functions; not only instructing children with instruments but also creating adult
learning and culture and facilitating citizen's study to develop their life,
community and industry.

Tanahashi's theory of home museum is still influential to activities in
museum through the Museum Law. It would be rooted on the concept of
facilitating citizen's study that demanded from today's community museum.
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