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The Theory of Social Evolution
in Yu Kil-chun's Séyukysnmun:

Impact of Japanese Theory of Social Evolution
Eunsong LEE

This study argues that the Japanese theory of social evolution in early
1880s affected Yu Kil-chun's idea in his work Soyukydnmun. Previous works
state that Yu Kil-chun's idea of social evolution was affected by E.S. Morse
when Yu studied in America. [ dispute this previous discourse by following
three arguments.

First, Morse's theory of evolution focused on biological aspects rather than
social factors. Second, Morse maintained a close relationship with Fukuzawa
Yukichi not only when he stayed in Japan as a foreign professor of the
University of Tokyo but also after he returned to America. This close
relationship was strengthened by their mutual belief that Japan must civilize
herself in the Western way. This belief revealed the nature of Japanese social
evolution theory of 1880s, which did not have strong theoretical basis. Third,
Yu Kil-chun's work Sdyukyonmun emphasized the significance of social
discipline, which respected both competition and morality. Yu argued the concept
of competition in the perspective of the theory of social evolution and Yu's idea
of the theory of social evolution was affected by Fukuzawa Yukichi's theory of
social evolution rather than Morse's.
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