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An Empirical Study of the Primary Teachers’ Ability
in Arithmetic Teaching and Classroom Management

Noriaki MIZUMOTO
Minoru YOSHIDA
Tomoke ANDO

The paper analyses the result of empirical research on the primary teachers’ ability in arithmetic teaching
and classroom management. The research was conducted from September to November 1999 using a
questionnaire distributed to one third-vear homeroom teacher and one sixth-vear homeroom teacher in 1943
primary schools. We received answers from 737 third-vear reachers (39.0%) and 675 sixth-year teachers (34.7%).

The questionnaire includes questions about

T views on arithmetic teaching.

2 actual practice of arithmetic teaching.

3 views on classroom management.

1 actual practice of classroom management.

In this paper we analyze 1 to 1 above and investigate the relationships between the views on and the
actual practice of arithmetic teaching and classroom management.

Based on the findings from the analysis we consider the structure of primary teachers’ ability of teaching
and classroom management. First, there are two tvpes of teachers: these whe consider the aim of arithmetic
teaching in respect of the essence of mathematic. and those who consider it formally, as in building abilities
needed in upper grades or upper schools. This difference correlates with the variety of teaching metheds and
some other factors of arithmetic teaching. Second. with regard to classroom management some teachers attach
great importance to collective performance and others to individuality, and this difference leads to variations on
the practice of classroom management. Third, arithmetic teaching correlates with classroom management, so
that teachers who consider the aim of arithmetic teaching in respect of the essence of mathematic tend to put

more stress on individuality in classroom management.



