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The Significance of Fieldwork in Human Development
: Through the Practice of Teaching the Subject in Universities

Yoshivasu IDA
This paper aims to clarify the significance fieldwork in social studies, and to explain the theoretical
significance of field observation in relation to human development. The results of the study are as follows.

1. For university students, the attraction of field observation comes in discovering the new in what is
familiar. Thus students who have studied the geography of Japan and the World can have what they have
learned confirmed through fieldwork, and this will have a large effect on their knowledge.

2. Classes in field observaition give students direct experience of the effectiveness of fieldwork. In addition
to developing a positive attitude towards field observation, classes in field observation will lead to fieldwork
becoming part of the class schedule, with students being able in future to plan this for themselves.

3. Fieldwork has the educational significance that human understanding is raised at the settlement level,
where the social values of the people in the region being studied are most in evidence. Where the social values
of the settlement conflict with those of the student engaged in fieldwork. new feelings of social value are
produced in the student, and this is a process of human reason.

Fieldwork in the social studies is not only important as part of the curriculumn. It is also significant in the
area of human education, where the student is able to examine his or her own life, and his or her relation to the
people of the region under fieldwork study. Also, fieldwork contributes to developing the form of education
which is based in the social values of the regions.



