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Trial Analysis of the History on Educational Financing
In the Latter Part of the Meiji Era:

Assuming the Application of Japanese Experiences to the Policy of Diversifying
Educational Funding Sources in Sub-Saharan Africa

Kazuto KOGAWA
This paper is a research note that probes the possibility of applying Japanese educational experiences in
the latter part of the Meiji Era to the diversifying educational funding policies in Sub-Saharan Africa, aiming to
assist in the formulation of a Japanese international corparation pelicy on primary education in developing
countries,

The enroliment rate of primary education in Japan approached %0% in about 30 (30-0k!) years during the
Meiji Era, but then stagnated and declined. This was the influence of an about-face policy from the principle of
defraying expenses (ok!) the founders of schools to the principle of burdening the beneficiaries in 1886 when the
government raised the percentage of school tuitions. As a result, the percentage of tuition in as a source of
revenue doubled and reached more than 20% of the total educational budget by 1894, However, the largest
proportions of educational costs were financed by local self-governing bodies with an average of 74.5% in the
period from 1895 to 1900. Finally, the share of local self-governing bodies’ expenditure on primary education in
the case of towns and villages increased to an average of 90.6% in the annual educational budgets from 1901 to
1912. In addition, community expenses were an average of 12.6% (1895-1900) and 8,1% (1901-1912).
respectively. Therefore, it can be said that local self-governing bodies and communities financed the majority of
primary school expenditures during the Meiji Era.

Through an examination of these Japanese experiences, strengthening the capacity of local self-governing
bodies and communities may be the most useful research theme for fhe educational situation in Sub-Saharan
Africa. Therefore, Tanzania was selected as a case study country based on its history of net enrollment ratios
and educational financing policies. To seek out a sustainable financial system of education, several sub-themes
are pointed out for further research such as a micro-level study of educational financing with comparative
aspects to improve school access and enrollment,



