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SELF-DUAL YANG-MILLS EQUATIONS AND TAUBES THEOREM

By

Mitsuhiro [ToH

1. Introduction and statement of results.

Let M be a compact connected, oriented Riemannian 4-manifold with a metric
g and G be a compact simply connected, simple Lie group. Let P be a G-
principal bundle over M. The adjoint representation on its algebra g induces an
associated vector bundle §=8p=PF X a4, called the adjoint bundle of P.

A functional is defined over the set £(F) of all connections on £ by Ar—s
1/2‘S]F(A)l2 Vgldz, where #(A)=dA+ AN A is curvature of A. A Yang-Mills con-
nection which is a connection giving a critical point of this functional is a solution
of the Yang-Mills equation 6.F(A)=—*°d,°*F(A)=0, that is, the Euler-Lagrange
equation of the functional. A connection is said to he self-dual if F(A) satisfies
*F=[ From Bianchi’s identity every self-dual connection gives automatically a

Yang-Mills connection.

The functional takes the absolute minimum given by the first Pontrjagin
number of bundle P when a connection is self-dual.

A connection A is said to be irreducible if the covariant derivative Fg4;
'@ — I'(G4') has trivial kernel and a connection is reducible if it is not
irreducible. A reducible connection reduces the structure group of P to the
holonomy group by holonomy reduction theorem.

A differential operator D4; 1'(gRA') — INGRA%L) is defined by Dy =P._°d,,
where P_; .J* — /% is the orthogonal projection to the anti-self-dual part.

Since the base space is four dimensional and G satisfies #,(G)=Z, G-principal
bundles P and P’ over M are equivalent if and only if they have the same index
kery(G), given essentially by the first Pontrjagin number of the adjoint bundle §.
Index of an SU(2)-principal bundle P is especially —ci(PXx,C*), where p denotes
the standard representation. For a G-principal bundle 2 over $* of index 1 each
smooth map ¢; M —— S* with degree k therefore induces a G-principal bundle
¢*P of index k over M.
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On S* with the standard metric an SU(2)-principal bundle of index 1 carries
an irreducible self-dual connection, written in explicit form and called Belavin-
Polyakov-Schwartz-Tyupkin instanton solution ([1]).

The aim of this article is to establish existence theorem of a self-dual con-
nection on a given SU(2)-principal bundle over M.

THEOREM 1.1. Let P be an SU(2)-principal bundle over M of index k=0. If
P admits a self-dual connection A satisfying Ker D,*=0, then an arbitrary SU(2)-
principal bundle of index k.41 does also carry a self-dual connection which is
irreducible and satisfies Ker D *=0.

We call a connection to be generic when it is irreducible and satisfies
Ker D *=0.

Reversing the orientation of M, we obtain

CoroLLARY 1.2, Let P bhe an SU(2)-principal bundle over M of index 2=0.
If P admits an anti-self-dual connection A satisfying Ker D *=0, then there exists
also a generic anti-self-dual connection on an SU(2)-principal bundle of index 2—1.

The condition that Ker D *=0 for a flat (i.e., self-dual) connection on a product
bundle reduces to a topological restriction on M that H:(M)={P_0; 0¢ H*(M)}
vanishes. Thus the following is immediately obtained.

CoroLLARY 1.3 (Taubes [11]). Let M be a compact connected, oriented
Riemannian 4-manifold satisfying H2(M)=0 (or H%(M)=0). Then for all >0 (or
k<0) each SU(2)-principal bundle of index % carries a generic self-dual connection
(or anti-self-dual connection).

The condition Ker D,*=0 for A on a bundle of index % is crucial, because
Hz(M) does not vanish for each compact Kihler surface with canonical orientation
and a Kihler metric, and an SU(2)-principal bundle of index —1 over a 2-dimen-
sional complex projective space does not admit an anti-self-dual connection ([56],[7]
and [10]).

The theorems can be applied to the case of anti-self-dual connections over a
Kiahler surface which are tightly related to the stability of holomorphic structures
of a smooth vector bundle.

Over a compact Kéhler surface (M, ¢) with canonical orientation each anti-self-
dual connection A on a G-principal bundle induces a holomorphic structure / on
any associated complex vector bundle E such that the (0, 1)-part P’ of V4 coincides
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with the 3-operator with respect to J ([2],[5]). Because the connection A is
Hermitian-Einstein in the sense of Kobayashi ([7]), this holomorphic structure is
g-semistable in the sense of Mumford and Takemoto. Further when A is irreducible,
(E,]) is g-stable.

Thus we can discuss the existence of irreducible anti-self-dual SU(2)-connection
and the stability of rank two helomorphic vector bundle of ¢,=0.

CoroLLARY 1.4. Let (M,g) be a compact Kihler surface. If a rank two
holomorphic vector bundle of ¢,=0 and c.;=k (>0) carries a generic anti-self-dual
connection, then every rank two smooth complex vector bundle of ¢,=0 and >k
does also, and hence admits a g-stable holomorphic structure.

NoTaTioN. Denote by .7 the vector bundle over M consisting of p-forms.
Let A% and A% be the subbundles of A2, given by self-dual 2-forms and anti-self-
dual 2-forms. We denote by /I"(§®4*) the space of smooth §-valued p-forms over
M. The metric ¢ and the Killing form define an inner product on §®A7, the
L-inner product and Le-norms on I'(§GRA?) by

1.1) 11@;;%:(&1@, oR Vg dx)‘/k‘

With respect to the Lp-inner product the formal adjoint F¥ and D# are defined.

Let ¢» be the group of automorphisms of P which descend to the identity mép
of M. The quotient space {self-dual connections on P}/Gp is called the moduli
space ‘M of self-dual connections on P,

The remaining part of this article is devoted to verification of Theorem 1.1.
We use for this in principle the idea of Taubes given in [11] except several parts.
To make these parts complete we need quite different methods. Along the follow-
ing course we show the theorem. For a given SU(2)-principal bundle P of index
k(=0) over M we construct a smooth map ¢* with degree £+1 from M to S
parametrized with 2 and glue well a self-dual connection A on P and BPST-
solution over S* to obtain bundle P? of index £-+1 and also connection A* on P2,
parametrized with 4>0 (Definitions 4.1 and 4.2).

If we let 2 be sufficiently small so that A* becomes “almost” self-dual, that
is, the Le-norms of the anti-self-dual part of F(A*) are small (Proposition 4.3), and
the first eigenvalue u(A*) of the elliptic operator D 4D ¢+ has a positive lower bound
(Proposition 4.4), then we can apply to A* Theorem 2.1, an existence theorem obtained
by an iterated method due to Taubes. We state in section 2 reliably the quantities
C(A) and 6(A) appeared in Theorem 2.1 which must be estimated to establish an
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existence theorem.

To show ((A)>0 we utilize the basic properties of the BPST-solution that
the solution is of Hodge gauge and of exponential gauge in the sense of Uhlenbeck,
and also it is rotational invariant (Proposition 3.1) together with Sturm’s type
comparison theorem related to first zero points of the ordinary differential equations
associated to Fy*lyp—vg=0 (Proposition 5.1). A lower bound estimation of p(A%)
may cause difficulty in the case of general structure group G.

A self-dual connection A’ on P? ohtained by the above procedure must be
irreducible when so is the given A. If A is not assumed irreducible, then we can
not necessarily conclude that A’ is irreducible. However the structure of the
moduli space around a reducible self-dual connection can be precisely investigated
(Lemmas 6.4 and 6.5). In fact the moduli space is a product of the subset of
reducible connections which has a form of a h(M) dimensional open ball and the
subset of irreducible ones, written as a cone over a certain complex projective
space P,(C). Therefore an SU(2)-principal bundle of index £+1 admits a generic

self-dual connection.

2. The self-dual equation.

Let P—— M be a G-principal bundle over a compact connected, oriented
Riemannian 4-manifold M with a compact simple Lie group G. Let A, be a fixed
smooth connection on P. Since the set &(P) of all connections is an affine space,

any connection A can be wriiten uniquely as
2.1) A=As+a

with ael"(@GRA"). If A has self-dual curvature, then

(2.2) P_F(Ay)+Daa+aka=0
where
(2.3) ab=1/2P_(aNb+bAa).

Conversely, if ael(§RA") satisfies (2.2), then A=A,+a is a self-dual connec-
tion. Thus in order to find a self-dual connection on P it suffices to obtain A,e&(P)
such that (2.2) has a solution.

Set a=D*u for uel'(§®4%). Then (2.2) reduces to
(2.4) DaDa¥u+DifuDafu=—DP F(A).

This equation is properly elliptic, but non-linear.

For Aef(P) we denote by p(A) the first eigenvalue of DaD.s*. Define {(A)
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and 6(A) for A with x(A)>0 by
(2.5) C(A) = A) LA+ o (A) +HIP-F (A3,

2.6)  A(A)=INPF (A 1y + L ANP-F (Al L+ I 2, L AN P-F(A)|2,} -

Taeorem 2.1. There exists a constant ¢>0 which depends only on the
Riemannian structure such that if A,e&(P) satisfies d(Ap)(Aos)<e, then there is a
solution ¢ in 7I(§RA") to (2.2). Moreover there exists a constant ¢>0, which is
independent of A,e&(£) and P such that

2.7 IV a,all 2+ 1lall 2= c?6( Ag)?.

DeriNiTION 2.2. For w,vel'(§R4P), p=1,2, we define

(2.8) <o, 0> =<t 0> 1, + <Vagt, Vap>1,,
letllor = <ae, 4> 572

The Hilbert spaces 4 =.4(A,) and K=K (A,) are defined by the completions
of I'@®%) and I'(§RA') respectively, with respect to the norm ||.||z.

For a fixed connection A, we consider the equation
(2.9) DyDa¥u=q,
gel'(§®42). A solution « of (2.9) is formally a critical point of the functional

(2.10) Slu]=1/4<Vagt, Vague> 1,+~2/4- <u, P_F(Ao)(u)> Ly
+1/6 <w, su> 1, —1/2<u, W_(u)> Ly~ <U,q> 1,

where s and W_ denote the scalar curvature and the anti-self-dual part of the
Weyl conformal curvature W.

Sql#] is finite for uwel'(§®4z) and for such # we have
(2.11) Sul=1/2<Dafu, Dsfu>1,— <q,u>1,.

Now we shall show the following.

Lemma 2.3. There is a constant z,2>0 which depends only on the Riemannian
structure of M with the following property; if x(A4,)>0, then for all ue.d and
qEL4/3,

(2.12) Sdulz[2L(A0)] ¥ lull w2 —[2:L(Ao) Fllgl 2,

Proor. It suffices to show (2.12) for wel'(§®A%). From (2.10) and (2.11)
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we obtain the estimates
(2.13) S L)z i A)lull i — <q, u> 12,

@.14) S, = 1/A st 28I P-F (A1 el el
—c(M)|wl| 2= <q, 4> 1,.

In (2.14) we have used Holder's inequality. The constant ¢(M)>0 depends only

on the Riemannian structure of M.

Since |jlli=lul|z2+]|7agllc2, we get for an arbitrary constant ¢>0

(2.15) Sdu]=1/4ul b —1/4]ul| ]
—8(c||P_F (Aol 22l1eal) 2+ 1/ clleel| )
—c(M)llullr3— <q, > 1,.

By using Soholev inequality

(2.16) [f2ell 2, = zelletl|

for a constant z,, which is independent of A, we have

(2.17) Sl = (1/4--8z2/¢)ljuel
—(1/4+c(M)+8cl|P-F( Aol 27
— <q, %> Ly,

which induces the following for an appropriate value of ¢

(2.18) Squ)=1/8} | iy—c(M)(L+[|P-F (Ao)ll el z;

—<q,u> Lge
We apply (2.13) to (2.18) to obtain
(M)

(2.19) L+ Ay AP RS i+ <a,w> 1) =gl

that is,

(2.20) Slul+ <q, u>1,= ‘1+ ;E%);(l +|P_F(A)llD) h x-é—llu]l%,.
We have now the estimate

(2.21) <q,u> r,=azlqllii,+1/allullz,

for an arbitrary @>0, where we have used the Holder’s inequality and the Sobolev
inequality. Then

(M)
(Ao)
—1/allulfi— a5,

(2.22) Slee]= {1+ A+IP-F(AL) H-%Hﬂll%
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(M) ,
If we let a equal 16{1 (A ) —(1+||P-F(A, )Hu)] then
, (M) o N
(2.23) Sz g | L+ S L IP-FAND | ety
_ o) :
1663 {L- S 1P FADNLD el

from which (2.12) follows.

LeEMMA 2.4. There is a constant z,>0, which is independent of A,€&£(P) and
P such that if p(A,)>0, then

(2.24) Nollz =D a¥ollL, = 2s|olln

1
zsC(A )
for all ve 9.

Proor. We can use the estimate for Sj«] with ¢=0. From (2.12) we have

N1olla/2sC(Ae) S||D.Follz,. The inequality 1D 40|l =zsl|vlln follows from the defini-
tion of D4* and the norm ||.{|a.

PrOPOSITION 2.5. Let A, be a connection on P with p(As)>0. Let uel"GRA)
be the unique solution to DaDai¥u=q for ge'§®12). Then
(2.25) 1D afeell c,=2L(A gl 24rs
2.26)  |IDs*ullr=zddllgl L, +C( Aol 2,1 +IFCAN 2, + LA P-F (Aol 2}
and
2.27)  IDaullz,=2dllgl] £, (Al oL +HIIF (Aol 2, + LA P-F (Ao} »

where z, depends only on the Riemannian structure.
Proor. From the Sobolev inequality (2.27) immediately follows (2.26).

We show first (2.25). Since # satisfies 1/2||DFullii= <q,u> 1, [|Dafullz] is
estimated by ||D.o*ul| 2 =211l z,lql o =220l mllg] 2,4 From (2.24) we have

1D a¥ul| 2 =222 (Ao)l| D afetl |2,/ £y -
Hence we obtain (2.25).
The proof of (2.26) is as follows. Set b=Dsfx. Then b satisfies
(2.28) Dab=gq,
(2.29) VaFb=—+[uANP_F(A))].

Here we get (2.29) from the following ; for all ¢eI'(§)
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<Vafb, ¢> 1,= <Vi¥Da¥u, > 1,= <ut, P.d Faydp> 1, = <u, [P_F(A), $1> Ty

The norm [|b||z, =||D¥ull., is estimated by (2.25). Since bel'(§RA"), we can
apply to ||Fabllri= <Vs*Fab,b> 1, the Bochner-Weitzenbick formula, given by
Bourguignon and Lawson [3], that is, for ae/"GR1")

(2.30) ViV aya=2D s¥D s a+ V4l ifa
+2[P F(Ay), al—R(a),

where R is an endomorphism of §®.1' defined by the curvature tensor of the
Riemannian structure. Then we have

(2.31) PaDlli=2<D4s¥D b, b> Lyt <Fa Vb, b> o,
+2<[P. F(A), b, b> 1,— <R(D),b> Ly
=2llgl| 3+ [Le N P_F (A 12
+2 < [P*F(/L)), b]) b> Lo™™ <,{R(b), b> Ly
By using the Holder’s inequality together with the Sobolev inequality, we get
(2.32) Fagbll 2y =2lgl 23+ 82| | P F (A 221 063
+cz3|[bl i+ 64/ || P F(C A 2B 22+ 21| R 2B 22,

for an arbitrary constant ¢>0. Hence

(2.33) 105 =2llgll 2+ 82| P_F (Aol L2l )%

1)z + 2| R 2., +64/ | P FL AN ) + 22 Bl
that is,
(2.34) (L—c2)|IbI5 =2llgl] .2+ 82| | P-F (Aol 2|2l &

101221+ 21| Rz, +64/c| [P F(Ad)| | 12}
Since ||z]|z/2s{(Ao) Z1b]|L,, We obtain

(2.35) (A —c2)lbllz =2llgl 23+ (1 + 21| Rl 2., +64/cl| P F(Ao) | ;
+82:25L(A)*| | P-F( A L}1D]] ;.-

If we let ¢=1/22% then we derive from (2.25)

(2.36) 1211613 =2Mlg ! 22+ {1+ 2|| R| 1., + 12828 P F(Ao)|| 2
+82:23 (Ao || P-F{ AL 223 (Ao)llgll 124

Therefore there is a constant z;>0, which depends only on the Riemannian structure
such that

(2.37) 1611z =2s{llgl 2, +L(ADNG 1oL P F (A 1y HE( AN PF (Al 2}
from which (2.26) follows, since [|P, F(Aollz, Z1F(Ao)llL,-

In the following we need the Holder's inequality
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(2.38) allz,, =gl ® Nl e

From Proposition 2.5 we have

(2.39) D aFullr, = 2,0(Aq) 1,y = 240(A0) [P Ao).
(2.40) max {{|Da¥ul|,, |1DFullu) =z.0(q),
where

WA =1+ F (A2, + (AN P-F (Ao,
(2.41)
ig)=5(¢, Ao)=llllz, +L(AlIgll24rs* ¢ As).

Now consider a sequence of solutions {u:} to the linear equations D a,D sfur=qx
for a given sequence {g} in I'(@®4%). Define gx and . inductively by

(2.42) gi=—F_F(A),
and for k=2

(2.43) qr=—235%2 D,qfuj#DA;kuk~l
*‘"DA?ZML- ,1#1)/4::”1%1 .

If all «, exist, then the partial sum s.=2,%., u, satisfies

(2.44) DaDa¥sm+Dafsn kD s¥sn 1= —P_F(Ay).

ProposiTION 2.6. Let A, be a connection on P satisfying 32 22 6(4,) {(4.) <1.
Then each u; and g¢i exist and are smooth, and moreover satisfy

(2.45) D afur)| L= 1—6];;(16225(/10))’”(;(%10)"“‘ /P(Ay),
(2.46) max {||D aFurl| 2 1D o]z}
< ﬂ,}l—&{l(iszi(Ao))"C(Ao)" -1,
Proor. The proposition is verified inductively on A.

By the definition of g«

(2.47) llgellz, AL ND aFusll el D s\l z,
and
(2.48) llgill 2, =AEEND sFeef] | L YD af sl

The inequalities (2.45) and (2.46) for k=1 are just (2.39) and (2.40). By

induction on j<k, we have
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qu”L _4( 1 )(162‘5)7“ 1}'1: 2 g/) 1§k~ 191’ 1(16225)’0 1
—4(-“) 1622021+ 162300 + - - - + (162286 2h-2)

Since 16220 <1/2, which is the hypothesis of the proposition, we have 141622+
<o +(162300) 2 <2. Thus

(2.50) lqku,lzg( 1 ),/, (1629 0k-2
Similarly we obtain

(©.51) ||qku,2:8< ) (16220)42+.

Hence from (2.38) |lgillz,,, is estimated by

“4/3
/ 1 ~1 23\ k— 2
(2.52) lgellz, s =8 162, 9J (16230)*C
Since d(gx) is given by 8(gr)=|lgellz,+{-|lgellz, ,- ¢, 6(ge) is estimated by
(2.53) 5(q,c)_.,16< 5 ) (1623)kC%1
From (2.39) we get
2
1D Fual| = 2.0(qe) g~ <162, ) (1623) 241471
v 16z, ¢
1

<._ - 23\krk—1, 1,—1

ST (16250)%CF 1
which is just (2.45). The inequality (2.46) is also obtained in the similar manner.

ProrosiTioN 2.7. Let A, be a connection on P satisfying p(A,)>0 and
32220(A0)(As)<1. Then {sn} converges to # in 4, and {D.¥s} also converges to a
in KX which satisfies

(2.54) Difu=a
and
(2.55) llallz =22.0(Ao).

Proor. We show that {sn} and {D,*sm} are Cauchy. For n=m=N we obtain
from Lemma 2.4 together with (2.45)

”sn_S'InHH ZSC(AO) Zk—m +1 HDA(] ukHLz
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- 73 (Ao) s kr k-1
= 1—"’”‘"—'“624¢(A0) 2:{16230( Ao)}*L(Ao)
L 257 )i
= 16200 As) > (162360)
= % .9-N
T 16240 Ao) ’
hence
2.56 L g-w
(2.56) ||Sn—Smlla = 162 27N,
4
since ¢(Ay)=1.
Similarly we get from (2.46)
1
(2.57) HDa¥sn—Dafsnlln=Ziema 1D aFuillp= —7— 277,

=16z,

(2.54) is a standard result.
To show (2.55) we must estimate ||Xi: Dafouelln.

By (2.46) ||Z Da¥usll is estimated by

B Dt = 5 1Dl = o 2 (16238)C5°
34

=2z,0, (162300)*<2z,0.

LemMma 2.8. The sequence {vn} given by
(2.58) Om=D4,D a¥*sm+D sFfsn#D s¥sm+ P_F(4o)

converges to zero in L..

Proor. Let nzm=N. Since # is symmetric,

05—l £, =8I|Da¥(sa—m)|lar +||D 4 (5n— Sm)#D 4 (Sn+ Sml| L, 5

where we used the fact [|D4b|lz,=8|lbl|x for each bel'(§®A"). By the Holder’s

11

inequality and Proposition 2.6 we see easily that {v,} is Cauchy and converges

from (2.44) to zero in the sense of L.-norm.

Proor of THEOREM 2.1. Since v, converges to zero in L, the limit #=1im sn

is a weak solution to (2.4), hence # satisfies

(2.59) <DayDsfutDfutDsfu+P_F(A), v> 1=

for all ve/'@ERA2). Since A, is smooth, it is claimed from a regularity theorem

of elliptic equations that « belongs to I'(GQA%).
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3. Self-dual connections associated to B P S T-solutions.

In this section we give precise definition of BPST-solutions and deal with

some properties of them.

The 4-space R* canonically has the structure of quaternion numbers H=
x=z'+ 2%+ 2 +xk). We identify G=SU(2) with Sp(l)={xecH;|z|=1} and its
algebra 3u(2) with the subspace of purely imaginary numbers by the aid of the

cross product.
We define an SU(2)-connection W over R*, called a Belavin-Polyakov-Schwartz-

Tyupkin (BPST)-solution by

3.1) W(z)=Im , xcH=R".

1+
The curvature form Fy is then given by

dx NdE
2 ;‘ ; - Y )
(3.2) w(z) (1* 7]

Since dxAd7 is an au(2)-valued self-dual 2-form with respect to the standard

metric of R*, W defines a self-dual connection. From the form of Fy it is easily

seen that W is irreducible.

By simple computations we obtain the following

Prorosition 3.1. The BPST-solution W=7}, W, (z)dz" satisfies the following
properties
(1) Wjor)=0  at %0,
here r(z)=|x|,
(2) 2. 0/ox"W,=0,
(3) L¥W=W  for all eaeSU(2),
here L, is an R-linear mapping from H to H given by L. x)=ax and
(4) for any mapping ¢; H —> 3u(2)

Bl

(\5 . 5) % # L W;u [VV,,, (/’” =2 (‘1‘”4‘_—“;1—2*); (/) .

The BPST-solution is a rotation-invariant connection such that the fixed gauge

is a Hodge gauge which is moreover exponential ([12)).

Let p denote the north pole of a 4-sphere S* and p the south pole. Open
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subsets U,=S5\p and U,=5*\p give a trivializing covering for any bundle over S
Then a bundle over S* is determined by its transition function %#; U, N U, — G.
Let 5s; R*~—— U, and §;R*'-— U, respectively be the stereographic projections
from p and p. The maps s and 3 also define local coordinates of S*.

Define a transition function %z over U,N U, by A(x)==xz/|x|. Then we have an
SU(2)-principal bundle P of index 1 and a connection on P satisfying the cocycle
condition

(3.4) M) dh(x)+h(2)™ - W) -h(z)= W(y)

where W' and W* are the same BPST-solution over R*=H, and y=(E ‘os)(a)=x""
(xeR\0) ((1].

If we put directly y=x"',yeR*\0 in the right hand side of the above, then
we get

de-x™*

(3.5) (G tos W)= ~Im |17

which describes the BPST-solution in a singular form.

For 2>0 the scale transformation 1; R'-—> R' is defined by i(z)=x/2. Then
it is easily seen that self-dual connections are mapped by the scale transformation
into self-dual connections.

ProrosiTiON 3.2. Let 2>0. Then the following hold

zd%
(3.6) (A*W)(w)=Im W}
" _ Adxddz
(37) (2 FW)(*T)_(P_,’_'%P)?.’
and
3.8) (@515 W) =~ Im | S
x€R*\O.

These are shown by straight computation.

4., The existence of generical self-dual connections.

Let M be a compact connected, oriented Riemannian 4-manifold. Let
(Vi, &), -+, (Vi, o) be disjoint local coordinates of M such that each ¢i; Vi— R*
can be extended to a smooth map to S*. Then {V, Vi, ---, Vi} gives an open
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covering of M where Vo=M\{m, -+, ms} (mu=¢;'(0),1=i=k). Thus we have an
onto mapping ¢; M — S* satisfying ¢lv,=¢4, 1 <i=k and ¢ maps M'\‘\f} Vi into the
- i=1

north pole p. Since deg (¢)=Fk, the pulled back ¢*P of the SU(2)-principal bundle
P over S* of index 1 defines an SU(2)-principal bundle of index Z.

The transition function g of ¢*P over VonV; 1=i=k is given by go(m)=
R i(m)), me Vo V.

Let A be a generical self-dual connection on ¢*P. Then there is a system
{Ai}ivo.1....r Where each A; is a smooth 3u(2)-valued 1-form over V; satisfying the
cocycle condition over V,N V;

4.1 Ai=g"dg+97" Ao-g, 9=0oi.

Choose a point m=m., in M \\kj Vi. We define a local coordinate neighborhood
i1
with parameter A contained in an open ball Bc M \O Vi
i=1

Let U be a Gaussian normal coordinate neighborhood in B around the m and
¢; U— ¢(U)CR* a coordinate chart. Set B,={m’eU; |p(m’)| <7} for ¥>0. For a
sufficiently small R>0 the metric ¢ satisfies
(4.2) lg™ (m")—o"| <

for all m’eBr where { is a small constant which depends only on R and the
Riemannian curvature at #i=m,,.

T

(x

FIGURE 1
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For technical convenience we let 2 be in (0, min (1, R/10)). Set Vi..=B5; and
cover M by Ve=M\{my, -+, M1}, Vi, -+, Vi and Vi = Vi We define a local
chart gioi=¢ ks over Ve by ges(m’)=¢(m’)/4.

DerFINITION 4.1. Let P* be an SU(2)-principal bundle over M with parameter
2 defined by transition functions related to the covering {Vilosizke+: as follows.
The transition function go; over VoN Vi is just the transition function of g.b*ﬁ for
1=i<k and g, is defined by

4.3) Go k()= AP (")), M € Vo) Viry
by the aid of the chart ¢u...

Since the chart ¢, together with ¢, ---,¢x can be extended to a smooth
mapping of M onto S* with degree k-1, the bundle P? thus constructed, has index
k1.

We introduce a smooth function §; R* — R* with the following properties

4.4) Blx)=1 =x=1
=0 x=3/2

and we set 8, for ¥>0 by Bz)=5(z/r).

We define an SU(2)-connection A* on P

DEFINITION 4.2. A connection A* is a system of 3u(2)-valued 1-forms Afs

over Vi's 0=i<k+1 satisfying in V,

4.5 Ap=(1—Bu) A+6*(Ba- 25(W2)),
in V;

4.6) A=A

and in Vi,

“.7 Ap=¢*(AHW").

Here we denote by W? the form (5 'os)*W2.

Because A is a connection on (,b*13, A? satisfies the cocycle condition in Ven Vi,
1=<i=<k. Since in VoN Vi1 Al and A}, respectively reduce to ¢*(2*W2) and ¢*(A*W?),
we see from the definition of gox.: that A‘ satisfies the cocycle condition also in
Vo Viss.

ProposITION 4.3. There is a constant %k,>0 which is independent of 2 such
that
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(4.8) (A, =k 2"
and
4.9 |[PMF(A‘)]{,,p.g/e,z““"”, >0,

Proor. For simplicity we write A* in M\{m)} as A‘:¢*(,Sl-A*W")—F(l»‘@“)/{.

Then F*=F(AY)=dA*+A*A A% and F> =P_F* are given by

(4.10) Fr=g%(8;- 2¥Fyr) + ¢ *(dps A ¥ TW2)
— MG B WEA W + (1) F(A)
“dﬁsl/\ A—‘ {(1 _ﬁgx)‘“(l—ﬁsz)Q}A/\ A

and

4.11) Fi=¢*B, - P_2*Fw +P_(dB: A ¥W2)
—(Bi—=PP_2* (W AW}~ P_(dBs, A A)
{1 —Bs) —(L—=Bs )N P_(ANA).
We devide M into four pieces M\Bi:, Bs:)\ By, Bi)\B: and B.. For brevity we

denote m’€B;; and x=¢(m’) by the same z. From (4.2) we see that the norm
|*lg and the Euclidean norm |-| is equivalent in the ball Bz and the volume ele-

ment V[g] dz is also equivalent to the standard volume element d..

First we show (4.8). Since supp (8;— )< By\B: and supp {(1—Bs)—(1— )% C
1351\5’31 we haVe in M\BM

(4.12) Fi=F(A),
in B;;\By;
(4.13) Fi=—(dfuNA)—{(1—ps)—(1—B:)BANA

and in B, \B;
(4.14) F=¢*((B:2*Fw) +(dB AW 2 —(8,— B)R(W AW?)}.
Moreover in B; F* reduces to ¢*(2*I'y).

We have then

(4.15) ($ro, 1715 VIgldz) " P,

Because 1=1 and |dBs:|(x)=1/32|dB|(|x/32), we get in Bs;\ B
(4.16) [F2 () = kaf2

where %, is a finite constant, independent of 2, hence
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e g 1/4(
4.17) (5,10, P15V ldldz) " ik
for some constant &, which is independent of i Moreover we have from (3.7)
and (3.8)

12 n /23/2 + 14
E |zl ol +]2]?)  [@]}2+ 2]

4.18) ]F‘I,,(a:)éfa[

for xeB;,\B:, where k; is a constant, independent of 2. Because 2=1 and i=|z|
it follows that

(4.19) |Fi (@) = ks
for 2=|x|=34, from which we obtain
P 174
2|4 <
(4.20) (SB“\BJF IgVIQIdx) <k
for some constant k.. In the ball B, we see from (3.7) that
) 2
vl ) <T —_—
(4.21) Blo@) =k oy
hence by a simple computation
— 174
95 "4 p - -1
(4.22) (§, s vidlar) <k

for a constant ks. By these estimates we obtain
(4.23) 4, =ked™!
where k&, is a constant which is independent of A.
We shall now estimate the Lp-norms of the anti-self-dual part F* of F%
As in the case of the full curvature F* we have in M\B;;
(4.24) F1=0,
in Bs;\ B
(4.25) FL=P [—(dBunA)—{1—PFu)—(1—B:) AN A]
and in Bu\B:
(4.26) FC= P[¢¥B 2% Fw + (dBa N AW ) — (B, — BHIXWEA W],
Moreover in the ball By FL=P (¢*2*Fw).
Because |F|,=|F*, we have

(4.27) IF’L]g(fb‘)f—Skmz-l

in Bs;\Bs:, hence
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(4.28) [, o 7t Vigas| " ks,
Bg,\By,

where £y, is independent of 2. Similarly we get in By\B: |FL|(2)<|F}(x) <k,
from which
(4.29) H (|F2),)P «/mdx]””gkmw.
By \B, )
In B, F* is self-dual with respect to the flat metric. Then
(4.30) FP=(x—x)F?

where * denotes the Hodge operator related to the flat metric. By using (4.2)
(see also (8.20) in [11])

(4.31) |FL|(x) = k| x |2 FH ()
for xeB;,, We have from (3.7)
4.32) |, 4Ll viglas | sk,

Thus (4-9) is derived.

ProposiTiON 4.4. Let A be a self-dual connection on the SU(2)-bundle ¢*P
satisfying Ker D,*=0. Then there exists a constant F>0 which is independent
of 2 such that w(A% =/ for sufficiently small 2>0.

Proor. By the definition of A* we have that
(4.33) 8P w55, | =8 3R A” | a5,
and the covariant derivative F, with respect to A* coincides with F, over M\B;,.
For ¢eI'(@®A%) we define ¢, and ¢, respectively by ¢n=ps¢ and ¢.=(1-—8s)¢.
Then ¢=¢,+¢. and
(4.34) IDF| 2= 1D*dy || 242 < Di*yy Da*e> 1, + 1D a*Pall 12
where D,=D,+ and D;*=Dg*

Suppose that ¢ is a normalized eigensection of D,D,* with eigenvalue pz. Now
we derive a lower bound for g To estimate the first term of (4-34) we use the
Bochner-Weitzenbock formula

(4.35) ID*gl 2= 17l 2+ < R(P), > 1, +V 2 <FLUP), ¢> 1,
and also the Holder’s inequality and the Sobolev inequalities to obtain

(4.36) D *ull 22 |7apll 21— (| R Ly, + 1F N 2y )
— 1| R 2g:8g, +IF 2 2y:m50) |11 2
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where ¢, is a constant which is independent of 2. Since A*=¢*(8;- *W?2)+(1—B:) A4,
we have

(437) Vx(/bl :Vngl +(1 —[931)[14: ¢'1]
hence
(4.38) 20l ;= W il ;=201 All L Il 2}

where ¥, denotes the covariant derivative with respect to §,-4*W?. Thus we obtain
(4.39) 1Dl ;= 1/2- |7 2l il — €1(|| Rl 2y, + [1F L 2y )}
= {1 All s, + 1A= 1Al 20 ) Ry, + IF L 2yim Ml 25

A lower estimate of ||F;¢.|/z2 is obtained as follows. Since supp (¢.)C B and
gpi@A~ is over By a direct sum of three copies of g=3u(2), it follows from
Proposition 5.1 in the next section that

(4.40) W7l 2z cof 2|l

where ¢; is a finite constant, independent of 1. Because ||R|lz,p,,=c:2* and

F | Lyns, =|1Fi]|Lw has a bound from (4.9), there is a constant ¢, which is
independent of 2 such that for sufficiently small 1>0

(4.41) ]|D1*9’)1”L§.\§C~J/‘22H¢1HL§-

For the second term of (4.34) we use formulas

(4.42) Di*dy=*(dfss N P)+Por-Di*¢p

and

(4.43) lldBsi Agllz, = csallgllr,

to obtain

(4.44) | <D*¢n, D a* o> | =D a*Gul | 1, (|| Di* Pl o, + 52l L) -

Here the L.-norm of ¢ can be taken over B;\Bs, since supp(¢)C B and
supp (¢:) CM\Bs;. The estimation of ||¢]|.,, is done by using the eigenvalue equa-
tion (see also the proof of Proposition 8.8. in [11])

(4.45) <D*p, Di*¢p> — p<n, ¢> =0

for all pe X, which is equivalent to

(4.46) <P, Vap> 1, + <R, ¢> 1,+V 2 <, FHG)> 1,— <y, $> £,=0.
Set v=+/14[¢[z and 5=f-v"'-¢ where feC=(M), f=0. Since

(4.47) V=V fo-ig— fo-Po- g+ fo-Figp
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we get
(4.48) <P, Vf > 1y= 2 <0, [FL f> 1, (co+ ) <0, £> 1,50
for all feC=(M), f=0, where ¢s depends only on the metric g.

Because F2=0 in B, \Bs; and we have normalized ¢, we can apply Theorem
5.3.1 in [9] to obtain the following bound on ||v||z.,

(4.49) gl 2 =il =1+ 1ol 2,) = 2651l 2, -
Then the second term of (4.34) is estimated by

(4.50) 21 < D*dn, Da* o> | Z20D a* ol 1, (1 Da* ¢l 2y sl ]| 2,)
=1/2- WD a* ol s +4ND* Pl 23+ 4324l 5.

Hence we see

(4.51) ND*Ql 2= 1Dl 2+ 1D a* el 2

—172|D s* ol 12— 411D * || 15— Acid¥ill 2,
that is,
(4.52) 511D * Il 2= | I1D* @l 22 +1/2- | D a* ol |1 — 42|l 2 -

Thus the following estimation is established from (4.41) together with the condition
that Ker D,*=0

(4.53) ID*@llizeo/ 2lgnll s +1/2- Laoliell 13— 42|l s = Fll 1 )

for sufficiently small 2>>0, where 7 is a constant which is independent of 2.

PropoSITION 4.5. Let A be a self-dual connection on the bundle ¢*P satisfy-
ing Ker Ds*=0. Then for sufficiently small 2>0 there exists on the bundle F* a
self-dual connection A’=A*4a,ael'(§RA") satisfying Ker D,*=0. Moreover, if
A is irreducible, then so is A’.

Proor. From Proposition 4.4 we have p(A9)=g. Then for small 1>0 (A%,
introduced at §2 has a uniform bound by Proposition 4.3
(4.54) AN =d,.
Moreover we see from Proposition 4.3 that (A% is estimated as
(4.55) (A =d.2,

where d, does not depend on A. Then for 2 sufficiently small we find from Theorem
2.1 a solution e¢=a* in ['ERAY) to (2.2). Hence A’=A*+a gives a self-dual con-
nection on P2
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To prove Ker D4*=0 we need to verify that p(A’)>0.

Since Da*¢=D*¢+a(g), g '(gR12), where a map ¢——a(¢) is represented
in terms of ¢, we have by using the Holder's inequality together with the Sobolev
inequality and also (2.7) that

(4.56) UDZ|l s =20 Da*gll g+ 2da( G| 2+ Pl | 22) -

From the Bochner-Weitzenbock formula the last term of (4.56) is estimated by
(4.57) Wigpll s =211D:*llci +2/| Ril il 2 +AIF2 | 2l 22

Since we have from (4.9)

(4.58) Wigll;=dillDa*¢llz +dsl| gl .2

for small 2, ||D4*¢||.} has a bound

(4.59) 21 Da*@ll ;= (1 —2dsda2®)||D ¥ |12 — 2ds(1 +dis) ||| 2.

Hence it follows from Proposition 4.4 that D Epll = a2

We now show that A’ is irreducible if so is A. It suffices for this to verify
that

it {{|Fagllzy; ¢el'@), llgllz,=1}>0,
because any reducible connection has a non-trivial parallel section of §.
Since Vip="Fa¢-—-[a, $],
Wil s =20 arpll 2} +4lIp] 2l 2
where we used an inequality |[@, ¢]|=+/ 2]a||¢| and Holder’s inequality. Because
(4.60) llall;=delle|li =d.2?,

we obtain by using the Sobolev inequality and the lower estimation of 17l .2,
given easily in the similar manner as in the case of [1D*¢|,

(4.61) Wl iz 1/20(1 — ds2®) r — ds B 2.

Hence A’ is irreducible for small A.

5. The first eigenvalue of the rough Laplacian related to B P S T-solutions.

Let Br be the Gaussian normal coordinate neighborhood of M centered at the
fixed point m, which we gave in §4. Let 2€(0, min (1, R/10)). Denote by I'y=
I"o(Bios ;) the set {¢; By — g smooth, Blaz,,, =0}
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We define in B,
6.1 v(A)=inf {L[¢]; pel’, +0}
where Lig)=1IP 9111510,/ 19111581,

with respect to the covariant derivative p,-=d-+[8:-*W?, -1.

The aim of this section is to verify the following

ProproSITION 5.1. There is a constant ¢>0 such that
(5.2) v =c/2.

LeMMA 5.2. (1) There exists ¢,€I’, which attains the infimum of [.].

(2) This ¢, satisfies that
(5.3) S <P 1o, Vx(/J>(Z.7:=V(/1)S <o, p>dz
Bios Bjo;

for all ¢el’; and also that in B
(5.4) PP ado=2(A)gs.

Proor. (1) is a consequence of theorems in Ch VI of [6]. To show (2) we
set ¢r=go+1¢, e’y and differentiate Ij[¢,] with respect to ¢ and put ¢=0. Then
we obtain (5.3). (5.4) follows immediately from (5.3) by Stokes’ theorem.

For any g-valued function ¢ and each aeSU(2) define a new g-valued function
¢* by ¢™(x)=¢(az). Then we have from Proposition 3.1

(5.5) (La*P )N 2) = (F 24" Nx), £ € Br.

We notice that SU(2) acts effectively on R*=H and the normalized invariant
measure da on SU(2) coincides with the canonical measure on the unit 3-sphere
St =SUQ2).

For any ¢el’, define ¢* by integration

4 — a
(5.6) )=, . " @)da.

Of course ¢t is Lg-invariant.

LeMMa 5.3. For each ¢, ¢el’ and each aeSU(2)
(5.7 <P, V™ > ()= <P, V1> (az)

and further
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5.8) Fg))=\, , 7:")w)da.

The proof of this lemma is easily done, because (5.7) is given by a simple
computation and (5.8) follows from the commutability of the integration with
respect to SU(2) and differentiation with respect to the coordinate.

By using this lemma we have

LEmMMA 5.4. If ¢el, satisfies L[g¢]=inf I[¢], then the L,-invariant ¢* also

attains the infimum.

Proor. If ¢ in (5.7) is Le-invariant, then each ¢el’, satisfies from (5.8)
(5.9) <pipigp>@=|  <pig.7.9>(@)da.
Then we have from (5.9) for ¢=¢*

(5.10) \Vx¢§|2(l‘)=g <P, P> (aa)da.

SU

Since the right hand side depends only on |z|,
|7 %(z) =P 9% *(azx) for all aeSU2).

We assume that ¢ attains the infimum. Set ¢=¢* in (5.3). Then we obtain

5.11) S <P, Vi¢*>dx=u(z>g <g, $>da
Biga B1oz
Since 8B, ={ra; aeSU(2)}, the left hand side reduces to
101K 3 ' d
So dt. SSU(2)<V;¢, V> (ta)da,
where K, is the volume of S® FromQ®(5.10) this is given by
SWKt"dth-qS"lz(t):Sm ”ﬁdtg 14 ’°|2<ta)da=g 7 .g%d
o ! o 7° sy’ By, )
In the similar manner we can also reduce the right hand side of (5.11) to

V() |¢*|*dz. 1t follows then that ¢* attains the infimum.
Bioa

Since g=2%u(2) is identified with the space of pure imaginary numbers, every
g-valued function ¢ is written by ¢.i+¢.j+¢sk, where ¢ is a real valued function,
1=/=38.
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Lemma 5.5. If ¢e/ attains the infimum and is L,-invariant, then each com-
ponent of ¢ does also.

This is easily verified from (5.3) together with Proposition 3.1.
The rough Laplacian p*p=p#p, operates on an L,-invariant ¢ as

N _ . 2zl .
where 4d=73%., (6/02")%

We suppose that ¢el’, is Lg-invariant and attains the infimum. Then ¢ satisfies
that

o 2=l
@+ |

(5.13) A¢+ {v(2 ¢=0.

Since ¢ is a function of ¢=|z|, this reduces to

5 ¢ 3 dé )=

(5.14) e +t 7 + (D) — F)}6=0.

where f(#)=2183t)/(2*+¢*)?®. Each component of ¢ also satisfies this equation. For
simplicity we denote by the same symbol ¢ one of components of ¢.

Since ¢=¢(x) is smooth and depends only on ¢=|z], d¢ldt — 0, if t — 0.
Because the equation is linear, we can extend the solution ¢ over ¢>102

Since the BPST-solution is analytic, there exists for this ¢ a value 1, in
(0,102) such that ¢(2)=0 and ¢(#)%0 for 0<¢< i,

Now we shall estimate the first zero point 2, of ¢ by comparing (5.14) with
so-called Bessel equation.

We may assume that ¢>>0 in (0, 2,). Compare (5.14) with the following equation

dy 3 dy _

This equation reduces to the following

(5.16) ‘fif+l—‘12—+{y<x)m-}—2

&t z=0,

if we set z=f£-y(¢) (13]). In terms of Bessel functions each solution z(¢) of (5.16)
is represented by

(5.17) zO)=al,(v vQ) ) +bY (v Q) 8),
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where J, and Y, respectively are the Bessel functions of the first kind and of the
second kind with #=1. Assume that lim.., y(f)<oo. Then y{#) is given by y(#)=

al (v v t)jt. We have further lim,.o(dy/df)=0. We can normalize y as
lim,_, y(£)=1.

Define a new function ¢ by ¢(¢)=t"?-¢(@¢) for the solution ¢ of (5.14). Then
¢ satisfies
d*¢

.
(5.18) e

+ (y(x)~ f@)— 5—2-) $=0.

Of course hm a9 _ =0.
dt

Define a new function ¢ similarly ¢(£)=¢2-y(¢) for the solution w(#) of (5.15).
Then ¢ satisfies

dig , LA
(5.19) Tv+(;(/\) 4[2><,/: 0 and lig}_dtuﬂo'

If we set A(¢) and k() respectively by AF)=v(2)— f(£)—3/4* and h(t)=v(2)—3/4¢,
then we see that A()<h@) for £>0.

Denote by Z, the first zero point of @, in other words, the first zero point of

TV u(2)t). Then we have
LEMMA 5.6. ,=2,.

Proor. Assume that ,>>4,. Then ¢>0 and y>0 in (0, &,).

Fix ¢ in (0, 4,) and apply Sturm’s technique to (5.18) and (5.19). Then

(5.20) 0= "o G )~ 4’(%”‘”)]

d¢

=500 % G- {¢(>‘l¢(> o0 <e>]

+gr (h—h)ddt.
Since A@)<h(t), the right hand side of (5.20) is smaller than

¢

~ (e ) ( )+ ( NUE )+9”(10) (20)

Because ¢>0 in (0, 2) and ¢(2)=0, we have d¢/dt<0 at 2. If welet ¢ tend to 0,
then the above has the limit &(20)-d¢/dt(lo) which must be negative. This leads a
contradiction. Thus we obtain 2p=2,.
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Proor of ProrosiTioN 5.1. Denote by 4, the first zero point (>0) of the

Bessel function Ji(f). Then Z,=ts/+ u(2). Therefore from the above lemma we
conclude that

tol vV U(R) 2,102,

that is, #2/10022=y(2).

6. Reducible self-dual connections.

We introduce in this section a topological condition on SU(2)-principal bundles
which carry reducible connections and investigate structure of the moduli space
of self-dual connections around a reducible self-dual connection. As a consequence
we obtain Theorem 1.1.

ProrposiTION 6.1 (see also [4]). Let P be an SU(2)-principal bundle of index
k. It admits a reducible connection if and only if there exists a complex line
bundle L with ¢,(L)*=k.

Proor. Assume that a complex line bundle L satisfies that ¢,(L)’=k. Since
S(U)x UL)cSU2) and L carries a U(l)-structure with a U(1)-connection, a bundle
LA L' isassociated to an SU(2)-principal bundle P,. The connection on LA L' induced
from L defines a connection A, on P, which is indeed reducible. Index of P,
equals to —c(LABLY)=c (L)%

The inverse implication is shown by the following lemma.

Lemma 6.2. Let A be a reducible connection on an SU(2)-principal bundle P.
Then there is a complex line bundle L with a U(1)-connection « such that P reduces
to a bundle associated to an S(U1)x U(1)) bundle LL™' and §p splits into L*P1,
and moreover A reduces to (“ _a). Further Ker d,c I'(§) and the isotropy group

Ga of A are respectively given by

{(«/‘—Alrc—«/:fc); CGR} and {eJ;Tce-J—’l“); CER}'

Proor. Since A has a nontrivial parallel section ¢ of §, gs=expig=72; ({"/nl)"
defines a nontrivial circle subgroup in Gp satisfying ¢(A)=A. Then for a fixed
# in P we obtain a circle subgroup {#;} in SUQ2) by g(u)=wu-b.. If wus(u,=u) is a
horizontal lift of a curve in M, then g¢.(u;) is also horizontal and satisfies g,(s.)=1t;-b..
Hence the holonomy group of A is contained in the centralizer of the circle {b}.
Then the holonomy group is conjugate with {(ehme,_ «:.’a)? {)GR}. From a reduc-
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tion theorem ([8]) P is equivalent to an S(U(1)x U(1))-bundle @ and A does also
reduce to an S(U(1) x U(1))-connection on @. The vector bundle canonically associated
to @ is written as LPL~' for some U(l)-vector bundle L. The index of P is
certainly —co(LADL ) =c,(L)%.

The rest of Lemma follows from [4].

REMARK. The simply-connectedness of M is not necessarily assumed for this
proposition.

LemMma 6.3 ([2]). Let A be self-dual connection. Then we have an elliptic
complex associated to A

~ dA . DA R
0—>1@) > I'gRA) — MERA2) — 0
By using this lemma together with Kuranishi’'s method we obtain

LemMA 6.4 ([4]). Let A be a reducible self-dual SU(2)-connection satisfying
Ker D,*=0. Then the moduli space % around [A] has a form of an S'-quotient
of a slice neighborhood as {pel'@R1Y); |lgll <e, da*¢p=0 Dap=—#}/Ga which is
homeomorphic to {geHY(G); |4l <e}/Ga
where H'(§)=Ker dsxNKer Dy.

Since Dy; I'(@®1") —> I'(GRA2) decomposes into

D@D, -
I(AYDI(LARAY) p—+ AP (LAQA2), Ker Dy*=Ker D*@® Ker D, *.
Because ¢4 and H'(§)=Ker d4 are one dimensinal from Lemma 6.2 and #(M)=
dim Ker D*=0, we have from the Atiyah-Singer index theorem ([2])

(6.1) dim H'(§)=8k —dim SU2)/2 - (x(M)—<(M))+1
=8k —2—3b2(M)+3b'(M)
=8k—2+3b'(M)

which is equal or greater than 6-3b'(M).

LemMmA 6.5. Let {4} be a one-parameter family of reducible seif-dual con-
nections on an SU(2)-bundle P which is non-trivial with respect to gauge trans-
formations. Then {A;} induces canonically a harmonic 1-form «. Conversely each
harmonic 1-form yields a one-parameter family of non-trivial self-dual connections
which are all reducible.

Proor. It is seen that for a reducible self-dual connection A and a harmonic
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) f vV=la  N.oepl der . : :
1-form a lA+t< —~«\/~1a) ; teRI defines a one-parameter family of reducible

connections on P,

Conversely, let {4,) be a one-parameter family of reducible connections which
are not equivalent to A=A, From Lemma 6.2 P reduces to an S(U1L)x U(1))-

bundle such that A reduces to (“ ) with respect to gp=1L% Then A; has

—a
vV=1a b,
—b =Vl _
1-form b,.. By choosing suitable gauge transformations we can assume that d,*A=0
for A:d/th,]L;o, which implies d*¢=0 and d,*h=0, where d=d|dta|:., and b=
Aldt bel-o.

for each ¢ a form of (a >+( ) for a real 1-form @, and an L*-valued
- X

Since each Kerds, is one dimensional from Lemma 6.2, we can choose a
parallel section ¢, of /'(g), smoothly parametrized with ¢ Differentiate d4,¢=0
with respect to ¢ and put #=0. Then we have

(6.2) dag+[A, $5]=0,

where ¢= _(V-1lc — . L6 Ot :
d=ddt {u|i-0. Since ¢ -m( O Juy A for constant ¢, (6.2) is equivalent

to

(6.3) [d91=0,

ldu(/'rg +4/ =1 ch=0

) j . ,
for (/3:< :}_il j’) Then it follows from d.xb=0 that b must vanish.
—y iy

Since each A, is self-dual, ¢ is closed, and hence is a harmonic 1-form,

Proor of THroreMm 1. From Lemma 6.5 {reducible self-dual connections on
P}|@p, denoted by R is b'(M) dimensional. Since dim  H=dim H'(@@)—1>dim R, M
is packed full with irreducible self-dual connections. Hence we obtain Theorem 1.1.
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