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Imagination and Imposition of Thai National Manners:
An Analysis of Cultural and Educational Policy in Thailand, 1932-1958

Megumi SHIBUYA

In this article, I focus on imagination and imposition of Thai national manners under the People’s Party,
1932-1958, and analyze how the notion of Thai-ness is embedded in the prescription of national manners.

Since the overthrow of the absolute monarchy in 1932, the People’s Party tried to rebuild the nation as a
constitutional monarchy. In order to transform Thailand into a modern, unified, and civilized nation, the
government constructed the notion of Thai-ness, the Thai nation, and Thai national culture.

[n 1938, the newly appointed Prime Minister Phibun started a cultural campaign and issued various State
Decrees and Acts on national culture. To Phibun, national culture is imperative to the development of the
nation-state. The national culture aimed to demonstrate the natienal unity of modern and civilized Thailand
through the imposition of social and cultural values and behavior prescribed by the government.

Under the government’s nation-building policy, students were asked to conduct themselves in a manner
befitting the citizenry of the civilized Thai nation. National Thai manners prescribed by the government were
considered as means to inculcate a sense of national belonging, pride in Thai-ness, as well as means to signify
the nation’s growth and progress.



