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School Evaluation and Parental Involvement in England
: Using OFSTED Inspection Reports

Shinji KUBOTA

The purpose of this study is to clarify the relationship between school evaluation and parental involverent
in England. The focus is placed on the correlation between school performance measured by GCSE examination
results and parental surveys by OFSTED in English secondary schools. This study is prior to a detailed case
study to investigate distinctive schools whose initiatives for improving school management are successful.

The samples (108 Top schools and 124 Bottom schools) are picked up from 150 LEAs in England.

The OFSTED parental surveys contain the following questions. What does each parent think;
(T 1feel the school encourages parents to play an active part in the life of the school
2> 1 would find it easy to approach the school with questions or problems to do with my child(ren)
{3 The school handles complaints from parents well
(A} The school gives me a clear understanding of what is taught
{(5) The school keeps me well informed about my child(ren) to achieve a good standard of work
{® The school enables my child(ren) to achieve good standards of work
@ - @ abbreviated
The main findings are as follows.
1) The correlation coefficient between & above and GCSE results of top schools is much higher than bottom

ones. (0.589>0.085)
2) The correlation coefficient between I and & shows the greatest divergence between top/bottom schools.
(top schools=0.427, bottom schools=0.775)

These findings mean firstly that parents of bottom schools form their opinions on (6 with other factors than
GCSE results. And secondly, there is a possibility that an active policy in bottom schools to involve parents in
schools may lead to promoting parental understanding of school performance. But these hypotheses must be
tested 1n the detailed case study.



