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Courses with Distinctive Characteristics and Students in High Schools

Hiroyuki [IDA

After the mid of 1980's, many courses with distinctive characteristics have been established in high schools.
Now, as the result, the diversity of the courses is enlarged and it is difficult to grasp the whole meaning of them.

In this study, T analyzed the characteristics of the courses and clarified the meaning of them from the
standpoint of students.

The data was collected by two surveys. One 1s the organization survey administered to 35 courses and the
other 1s the personal survey to 3,532 students of these courses,

The analytical viewpoints are as follows:

(1} What are the axes that diversify the curriculum of the courses?

{2) Bow are the relationships between the axes and the features of students in the courses?

The results and their implications can be summarized as follows:

(1) Following four axes are found in characterization of curriculum of the courses.

1. Responding to the request from: the job world.

2. Meeting the demand for going on to the next stage of education.
3. Corresponding to the interests of students.

4. Emphasizing the originality.

The former two axes are based on the trend of functional diversification of high school education, and the
latter two, marketed diversification. At present, marketed diversification is going on, therefore the latter two are
more important to discuss.

(2} As for the latter two axes, axis 4 1s related to the positive features of students but the relationships

hetween axis 3 and the features of students are negative,

According to this result, characterization of course by axis 3 is supposed to be problematic, because it
seems to generate “Consumption of Learning” for students. On the other hand, characterization by axis 4 is
problematic, too. That is to say, in market originality of the course is apt to lose its luster and the attractiveness

of it for students assumned to be lost in a short time.



