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Preliminary Study on the Possibilities of University Student:
Volunteers in Primary and Lower Secondary Schools

Takeo YOSHIDA
Teruyuki FUJITA

This study aims to provide constructive suggestions for [uture school management and administration at
primary and lower secondary levels which best accommodate university student volunteers, by grasping the
realities and demands at schoaol sites, Disregarding such actualities and needs, any new policies may cause
chaotic confusions in schools. Based on the premise that the principai’s views and thoughts chiefly represent the
realities of a school, the authors sent questionnaires to all the principles at 48 primary and lower secondary
schools in Tsukuba City, Ibaraki, Japan,

The result of the survey revealed the following:

There are strong demands for university student volunteers as teacher aides especially in integrated
courses, and in experimentation and practica! skill training in other courses. However, the majority of principals
would require the appropriate qualification of volunteers. The findings imply the necessity for the
establishment of pre-service training programs to expand student volunteer allocation. Without having such
pregrams, volunteer students not only induce unexpected preblems and accidents at schools, but alse increase
trivial and unnecessary duties of teachers. Imprudent practices under flowery project names such as student
internship and school-community collaboration need circumspect proactive consideration.

Based on this preliminary study, the authors plan to conduct a large-scale survey to illustrate nation-wide
rends and realities regarding university student volunteers at schools in the near future.
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