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Research of details for establishment of the “Kokugo oyobi Kanbun”
in secondary education

Yuichiro KAI

This research has two purposes. One is to clarify the purpose for establishing the “Wakanhun” course in
1881, Another is to clarify the difference between the “Wakanbun” course and “Kokugo oyobi Kanbun” course
that was established in 1886.

Junior high schoo! curriculums varied tremendously around 1880. There were schools where language
courses did not exist. On the other hand, there were schools that taught grammar, geography and history in
addition to language education,

The "Wakanbun” course was established as a subject with the same purpose as the “Grammar studies”
depattment , However, the “Grammar studies” department at that time had aimed only at reading and writing
of Chinese text. The purpose of the “Wakanbun” course was to improve the skills of reading and writing in not
only Chinese text but also in Japanese. It was not a prevailing purpose to understand literary works, geography,
and history. This curriculum has its origins in the “Wakanbun” course cf the Tokyo Teacher-Training School.

However, the style selected as Japanese at this time was only old Japanese . Subsequently, it aimed to create
a new style, and to educate students of the new style in the "Kokugo oyohi Kanbun” course that had been
established in 1886.



