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A Study on the Introduction of Japanese Education
at the International Health Exhibition of London 1884

Yuji HIRATA

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the characteristics of the introduction of Japanese education at the
International Health Exhibition of London in 1884, and to consider the background and international and
historical meaning. This forms a partial study on the history of the overseas introduction of Japanese education,
focusing on international exhibitions, The Exhibition was one of a series of specialized international exhibitions
held at South Kensington, London, in the years 188386, under the patronage of the Prince of Wales (the future
Edward V). The themes of the Exhibition focused on “health” as well as “education,” especially the teaching of
science and fechnical education, for these were still in their very infancy in Great Britain and far from
development among the principal nations of the Continent,

The Japanese Government decided to take part in the Exhibition, in spite of a lack of time for making
preparations. At that time, Japan had concluded several unequal treaties with Western Countries and focused a
great deal of its attenlion on propagandizing itself as a Civilized Nation. Seiichi Tejima, the Director of the
Tokyo Educational Museum, who had attended previous international exhibitions, was sent to the Exhibition as
the Japanese Commissioner by the Department of Education in Japan. He was eager to introduce rapid
development of the Japanese educational system, inciuding the most recent systematic technical education. Due
to a fire, however, during the passage, his exhibits were incomplete. The presentation of then “modern” Japan,
which remarkably differed from that of China, was summarized through the book titled “General Outline of
Education in Japan” by the Ministry of Education. However in England, there was little response and reference
to images of 19th century modern education in Japan as the double bind of exoticism and the order of a
European-centered world civilization ruled the day.



