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Civic Education in Modern America:

Focusing on the Relationship between Citizenship
and Democracy in a Multicultural Society

Yusuke HIRAI

The purpose of this study is to consider the conception of civic education and the contents of citizenship in
educational theories during the 1990s in the United States. Many controversies exist over the meaning of
citizenship in a multicultural society. The point at issue is whether we should regard liberty as most important,
or should we regard common identity as being most important. Therefore, this study intends to explain a
balance between the two, focusing especially on the theory of civic education based on deliberation advocated
by Amy Guimann.

First, this study clarifies the liberal arguments regarding civic education. Liberals regard education as a
means of socialization; however, it is difficult to socialize different peoples in a multicultural society. Therefore,
liberals argue in favor of the idea of citizenship in order to solve the problems of muliiculturalism, and this
study examines these problems from the standpoint of the method of social integration, identity formulation
and educational content, Then, these arguments are applied in real cases: This study argues the significance of
the theories of civic education in the context of controversy suerounding the curriculum revisions of Social
Studies programs in New York State in 1987, Finally, it was concluded that deliberation as a method to
accommodate many opinions was regarded as important in the arguments over civic education, and that the
attitude to keep deliberation is needed in a multicultural society.

Contents are as follows:
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3. Theory of Democratic Education as Civic Education

4, Significance of Theory of Civic Education in Multicultural Education
5. Conclusion: Potentiality of Civic Education



