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Teacher Assistants in Japanese Schools:
Results from a Nationwide Survey of Municipal Boards of Education

Takeo YOSHIDA
Maria TANAKA
Teruyuki FUJIITA

This paper aims to elucidate the current situations of teacher assistants newly placed in public primary
and lower secondary schools in Japan. Teacher assistants are staff with instructional duties placed
autonomously by the municipal boards of education as emergency measures for employment creation over the
last few years,

Questionnaires were mailed to 3,358 boards throughout Japan in February 2003, and 83.8% of them were
returned anonymously.

The major findings by the investigation are as follows:

38.6% of entire boards of educalion have introduced part-time teacher assistants into schools. Teacher
assistants have been positively accepted in most cases, and play beneficial roles in instructional settings.
However, their roles significantly vary across regions and schools. About half (44.9%) of the hoards of
education currently hiring teacher assistants are planning to extend placement in the 2003-04 school year,
Moreover, three quarter (75.0%) of the boards that have not yet introduced teacher assistants to schools replied
that they would create such posts if budgetary constrainis were settled.

Thus, placement of teacher assistants should no longer be among emergency job creation measures.
Placement is ought to gain priority as one method of formal staffing policy measures.

The chapters of the paper are as follows:

1. Introduction

2. Method and Procedures of the Survey

3. Results and Analysis

4. Concluding Remarks

This papert is a revised version of a presentation made at the 62nd Conference of Japanese Society for the
Study of Education {(August, 2003). This paper is one of the results from a research project entitled "Research on
the Introduction of Teacher Assistants to Schools (Representative: Takeo Yoshida)" which received a 2002 and
2003 Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research {Grant-in-Aid for Exploratory Research) from The Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT).



