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On the Case of Natsume Soseki’s Doctorate-Declination

Yoshifumi YAMAUCHI

It is well known, that Natsume Soseki, a major novelist (literary figure) in modern Japan, declined a
ministerial offer of a doctorate, being offended by the Ministry of Education’s unilateral ways (1911). In this
paper, this outcome could be proved with some firsthand materials (news papers, etc.) including precedent
studies of a few literary critics and explained as a peculiar case which happened under different circumstances
from the present day doctorate conferment system handled exclusively by universities. In spite of Natsume's
belief: “I want to live without any honorable titles such as a doctorate degree,” the Ministry of Education
conferred a degree as if it were an official order, Contents of this paper are the following:

1. Outset of this case

2. Degree conferment and the Doctoral Society

3. Unfolding process of this case

4. This case and public opinion

5. Consequences of this case
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