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The Developmental Characteristics of Social Maturity
on Children with Down syndrome
—Using Social maturity scale-revised (S-M)—

Hiromitsu Suzuki, Chie KOBAYASHI, Yukie IKEDA, Atsushi KANNO,

Souichi HASHIMOTO, and Kaori HOSOKAWA

In order to clarify the basic developmental characteristics of children with Down
syndrome, Social maturity scale-revised (S-M) was administered 183 children with
Down syndrome, ranging in age from 3 to 15 years old. Result indicated that social age
(SA) rises straight until age of 13 while social quotient (SQ) slowly decreases. When
the domains were assessed separately, Self-Direction and Self-Help showed relatively
good development. On the other hand, Communication, Socialization, Locomotion
tended to have poor development. This result suggested that children with Down
syndrome had a difficulty in personal relation and cognitive ability. From the result of
passage rates, however, the items which need the ability of cognition, language and basic
personal relation and also movement of hand, eye and hands coordination were difficult

to pass.

Key Words : Down syndrome, social maturity, social maturity scale-revised (S-M)
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