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Assessment of Communication Abilities of Children with

Profound Retardation by the Van Dijk Program

Takeshi NAKAYAMA, Masaki YUMOTO, Hirofumi IMANAKA

Kazuko KOZONE, Rin HisaAMITSU, Etsuko KAMIYAMA

Junko HIRAYAMA, Hisao MAEKAWA, and Kazuhiro FuJjiTa

The Van Dijik Program is a communication program for children with profound

retardation. In the present study, three children with profound retardation were assessed

by a communication programming inventory of the Van Dijk Program.

The children had been trained individually for a few years by clinical and empirical

procedures when the inventory was adminisdtered. In each of the children, training

targets which were translated from the assessment results were consistent with their

training progress. Furthermore, the assessment results described properly the handicap

of each of the children.

In conclusion, it was suggested that Van Dijk Program was useful in assessing

communication abilities of children with profound retardation and deciding on training

procedures for them.

Key Words : the Van Dijk Program, children with profound retardation, assessment of

prelanguage communication abilities
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