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Comprehension of Picture Books and Developmental Order :
A Basic Study on the Use of Picture Books
as an Aid to Child Development

Yumiko ISHIKAWA and Hisao MAEKAWA

The aim of this article is to examine how the activities mediated through picture books

relate to the process of children’s development and how children acquire them. Subjects

were from newborn infants to six years old. Their mothers answered the questionnaire.

Ordering analysis was adapted to the pair of each item. Then, we judged the acquisition

orders between items on its result. The acquisition orders of picture book items suggest

that prerequisite factors for the acquisition of picture book items are not only contextual

comprehension and structural understanding of picture books, but also the develop-

mental skills related to the personal relation, such as demanding, understanding of

direction and transmission. It is also suggested that memory development takes part in

the comprehension of the context and structural understanding of picture books. These

results are basic information that we make use of picture books as a developmental aid.

Key words: comprehension of picture book, developmental aid, orderling analysis,

personal relations



