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Eugenic Sterilization and People with ”Feeble-mindedness™
in the United States during the Former Half of the 20th Century
: Part 2

Makio NAKAMURA

The purpose of this study, a second paper on eugenic sterilization of people with
feeble-mindedness in the United States was to clear up the legislation of sterlization in
the legislatures and their enforcement in the United States, and becoming a dominance
of inheritance of defects theory and its application to feeble-mindedness as the greatest
problem in the turn of the century.

The following results were gained :

1. A large number of and nationwide legislation of sterilization reached the peak in
the 1910s and be continued to 1930s but be often denied by governors and declared
unconstitutional by the courts.

2. A large number of enforcement of sterilization reached the peak in the 1930s. A
certain states applied it to institutional people with mental disorder and feeble -
mindedness for eugenical purpose positively while the laws became dead letters in the
other states.

3. Inheritance of defects theory was adopted by social workers to apply the criminals
and the paupers in the specific family, and in the late 19th century was focused on feeble-
minded family to segregate many people with feeble-mindednees as possible in the
institution. )

4. As the pedigree theory was understood, advocating by superintendents of the
institution for the feeble-minded that sterilization of the unfit was a national and racial
task, was accepted and supported in a broad range of American society. These phenom-
ena were not usual with people with such disability as deafness, blindness and criminality
which educational and environmental forces work well.

to be continued

Key Words : sterilization law, inheritance of defects, feeble-minded, United States



