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An Analysis of Simultaneous Communication in the School for the Deaf
: Correspondence between Speech and Manual Expression by Teachers

Tomohiro FuJiTANI and Shinro KUSANAGI

The purpose of this study was to examine the degree of correspondence between
speech and manual expression in simultaneous communication practice by teachers of
school for the deaf. Subjects were four teachers from 2nd grade in the elementary
department to 2nd grade in junior high school. The utterances from 20 minutes
videotapes of each teacher in Japanese class were transcribed and analyzed according to
correspondence, that is, manual expression of spoken components at sentence level and
word level. The results was as follows :

1. The degree of complete correspondence between speech and manual expression
ranged from 13.7% to 33.6% with a mean of 23.1% among four teachers at sentence
level.

2. The degree of complete and partial correspondence between speech and manual
expression increased with the ranged from 54.5% to 78.4% at sentence level. The
authors determined the message correspondence in bimodality was represented at the
range from 40% to 70%.

3. In word level the degree of correspondence between spoken words and manual
components has ranged from 61.5% to 77.2%. The degree of correspondence became
higher in upper grades.

4. Analysis of the parts of speech revealed that noun and verb demonstrated higher
correspondence than conjunction and exclamation.

Key Words : simultaneous communication, correspondence between speech and man-
ual expression, school for the deaf, teacher
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