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A Study of the Development of Symbolic Play in
Mentally Retarded Children

Kazue KAsHIMA, Yukie IKEDA

The purpose of this research was to analyze symbolic play in mental retarded children
from the view point of script. The subjects were 8 mentally retarded children, 2 males
and 6 females. The subjects were devided into 2 groups by mental age. The observer
provided them with a set of play cooking materials at a playroom. The mother was
instructed neither to initiate nor to teach the manipulation of play materials. The scenes
were videotaped for 10 minutes to analyze. The results showed that the group of
younger mental aged children had the short sequence of play cooking. The group of
older mental aged children had longer and correct sequence of play cooking. It seems
that the development of mental age is necessary for acquiring the temporal and causal
structured play cooking.

Key Words : mentally retarded children, symbolic play, script, mental age
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