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Prosodic Features of the Utterance in Adolescents with
Profound Hearing Impairments.

Yasuyoshi KATO

Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to investigate prosodic features of the utterance
of adolescents with profound hearing impairments. The test words consisted of two
-mora words in which the first or second mora is high-pitched and sentences with three
and four words. Parameters of acoustic analysis were fundamental frequency, intensity
and duration. Samples were recorded (SONY TCD-D10) and analyzed by Visi-Pitch
(KAY 6095).

The outline of the discussion about the prosodic characteristics of the utterance of the
hearing impaired were as follows; 1) increase in intensity on the first mora and
duration on the second mora of two mora-words in the hearing impaired. 2) show the
emphasis by using intensity of the words in the hearing imparied. 3) not a sharp fall in
fundamental frequency at last word, which is present in normal hearing intonation
patterns. 4) produce the sentence with inapropriate changes in fundamental frequency
although normal hearing subjects showed a gradual declination in fundamental fre-
quencies. These results can be used for planning speech therapy programs in the hearing
impaired.
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