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Understanding of Métaphor on Hearing-Impaired Children

Takashi SAwA and Tomoyoshi YOSHINO

The purpose of the present study was to examine the ability to understand metaphor
on the severe or profound hearing-impaired. Particularly, the effect of quality of
metaphor for understanding was investigated. Subjects were 15 hearing-impaired
children, who were selected in consideration of hearing level, performance 1Q, and
reading age. The metaphor task which was multiple choice type was administered to all
subjects. ,

Main results were as follows :

@ The conceptual metaphor was more difficult to understand than the perceptual
metaphor.

@ Hearing-impaired children were tend to interpret metaphor irrationally when they
were not enforced metaphorical interpretations.

(® When it was difficult to understand metaphor, hearing-impaired children were tend

to choice literal alternative.

Key Words : hearing-impaired children,
metaphor, similarity, auditory experience
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