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A Case Study of the Sibling Interaction
between a Mentally Retarded Child
and a Non-Handicapped Sibling :
Analysis of the Sibling Interaction
between Identical Twins during Toy Play

Yukiko KyoBayAsHI and Noriyoshi Ipa

The purpose of this study was to analyze the sibling interaction between a mentally
retarded child (male) and a same-age non-handicapped sibling (female) during toy
play. They were identical twins and 5 years of age. Home observations of the sibling
interactions were done with three conditions of toy play—-(D triad-free (siblings and their
mother) @) dyad-free (siblings) @ dyad-tasked (siblings)-.

The interation between a mentally retarded child and a same-age non-handicapped
sibling were not accentuated asymmetries except dyad-tasked condition. But non
-handicapped sibling was shown to be more dominant because of her initiative behavior
and responsi\.fe behavior. It was not seemed that mother’s prsence promoted the sibling
interaction, and that there were some effects of identical twins in it.

Key Words : mentally retarded child, sibling, interaction, identical twins

— 99 —



