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College Students’ Images of a Motor-Handicapped Woman in Japan and Korea :
From the Viewpoint of Role Theory

Toshikazu NAKATSUKASA and Masaru NAGAWA

College students’ images of motor-handicapped woman were investigated from the
viewpoint of role theory in Japan and Korea in 1990.

Subjects were 119 Japanese students (62 male, 57 female) and 90 Korean students (31
male, 59 female). The instruments used were a picture of a woman on a wheel chair
with her child, a picture of a non-handicapped woman with her child, and scales of role
behaviors of woman developped by H. Takano. The subjects were asked to select some
role behaviors most suitable for a woman in the pictures. Results of the investigation
of Japanese college students were compared with a similar investigation made in Japan
in 1988.

Main results were as follows :

1. Japanese college students held images of a motor-handicapped woman with her
child based on Mother Role at first and Handicapped Person Role at second.

2. They still held intensely the images based on Handicapped Person Role. However,
the Handicapped Person Role differed in the nature from Korean college students and
past Japanese college students. Japanese college students expected a motor-handi-
capped woman with her child to take a more active part in a society.

Key Words : motor-handicapped woman, images, role theory, Japan, Korea
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