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Analysis of Total Communication in Education
of the Deaf in U. S. A. (3)
—Critique of Total Communication by Oralism—

Shinro KUSANAGI

The purpose of this study was to clarify and discuss the critique of total communica-
tion by oralism from the viewpoint of Q) critique of total communication philosophy,
@ critique of total communication methodology, 3 superiority of oral method and its
effectiveness, and @ review of the studies offered in total communication support.

Results of the present study were as follows :

(1) Oralists advocated that oral ability was indispensable to social integration of the

deaf to the hearing society. They opposed to use manual method or sign language.

(2) Oralists suggested that introduction of sign language to young deaf children

hindered the development of oral skills. Ling, D. (1977) summarized that the
simultaneous presentation of competing stimuli to different sense modalities could
overload the human system so that perception and learning were adversely
affected.

(3) Oralists insisted on superiority and effectivenss of oral method in some papers.

(4) Nix, G. W. (1975, 1985) and others reviewed and evaluated the studies offered in

total communication support.

Although oralists critisized the philosophy, methodology and effectiveness of total
communication, and they evaluated negatively the results of studies offered in total
communication support, total communication has widespread and developed in
education of the deaf in U. S. A. since 1970s.

Key Words: total communication, oralism, deaf education, manual communication.
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