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Summary

A Case Study on the Effect of Therapeutic Training by Sensory-Motor
Materials for the Severely Mentally Retarded Child

Kiyoshi Takahashi and Noriyoshi Ida

The severely mentally retarded child at 14 years old was trained by sensory-motor
materials on the therapeutic programs for the development of visual perception. The
therapeutic training was divided into two stages, the assessment stage and the systematic
training stage.

Assessment of his developmental disability was as follows:

1) lack of pinching grasp.

2) failure in the use of central vision.

To improve these skills, a series of materials were systematically provided to him, in
accordance with the developmental shift of problem-solving, from searching by tactility to
using of visual cue.

As the result of the systematic training, his pinching grasp and the use of central vision
were improved. And the developmental ages of visual-motor coordination skills were advanced
from about 1-1.5yrs. D.A. to 1.5-2yrs. D.A..

The reasons of the result were corresponded to a motor-perceptual, a perceptual-motor, a
visuo-perceptual stage (by Kephart). In the therapeutic training, the importance of analysis
about the mutual interaction process between developmental sequence of sensory-motor

materials and activities of the subject was suggested.

Key word: therapeutic training, sensory-motor materials, visual-motor coordination,

developmental sequence



