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Summary

Analysis of Total Communication in Education of the Deaf in U.S.A. (1)
——Bilingualism——

Shinro Kusanagi

Recently in Sweden, Denmark, France and other countries educators of the deaf have been
implementing bilingual education. Interest in bilingualism is growing more and more in educa-
tion of the deaf in the world.

The purpose of this study was to clarify and discuss the theory, methodology and problems
of bilingualism in education of the deaf in U.S.A..

The results of present study were as follows:

1. Argument about bilingualism originated early 1970’s.

2 . Adovocates of bilingualism argued that American Sign Language was the mother tongue
for the deaf children. They aimed to attain cognitive ability and learning ability through the
concept and content based education by using American Sign Language. They believed the
dignity and culture of the deaf people should be respected and valued.

3. In methodology adovocates of biligualism designed plan of transfer from American Sign
Language to manual Engulish in certain developmental period and they desired deat children
to learn both American Sign Language and English.

In conclusion the author discussed problems of bilingual education from the points of (1)
providing natural language environment in home and school, (2) switching from visuall-motor
modality to auditory-vocal modality in later developmental period, (3) certain effects of

bilingual education.

Key word : Ameslan Bilingualism sign language Total Communication



