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Summary

The Religion in the History of the Education for the Deaf
in the 19th Century

Masuo Ueno

In the history of education for the deaf, American asylums of the deaf and dumb in the 19th
century, Religion played an important part in the education of the deaf. Those who hold the
responsibility for the education of the deaf were mainly ministers of the Congregational Church.

1. Why were they concerned in the education of the deaf ?
2 . Why did they choose sign language in the education ?

Almost all of main teachers in the early period of deaf education came from Yale College.
When they were students of Yale College, they reformed themselves and made profession of
faith. They made up their mind to be engaged in missionary work. They thought like this. " The
work for the deaf is better to answer the God’s request. For the deaf cannot hear the good news
of God in this christian land.”

The ministers who taught the deaf students in the asylum choose sign language to teach the
Bible lessons. It is the most important thing to teach the notion of God. Ministers or teachers
of the deaf in the asylums thought that the deaf must learn the knowledge of religeous matters.
They insisted that the faith can not naturally come out from the mind of human being.
Acording to their opinion, the life of this world exists to prepare the another future world.

On the contrary, S.G. Howe who was a unitarian thought ”The spoken lénguage is the first

thing, and the most important thing.”
"The children must learn speech, and after that they can understand the love of God and
religeous thing.” S.G. Howe who insisted on the oral method and excluded the sign language
was different from ministers in the asylums. S.G. Howe’s opinion was as follows. "Spoken
language was the first thing and indispensable to become a rational human being.”

There were two different views on religious thought among the manualists and oralists,
The purpose of education was different also. One was to teach the religious matters, the other

was to teach the spoken language.

Key word : Religion  Unitarian Asylum of the deaf H.P. Peet



