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The Effects of Peer Models on Shaping and
Generalization of Imitative Behavior
for Autistic Children

Shunichi HIGASHI, Hiroshi OHNO, and Masahiko SUGIYAMA

In this study, the effects of peer models on shaping and generalization of imitative
behavior for autistic children were discussed. An A-B-A design was used in this study.
Several target behaviors were randamly presennted to shape of imitative behavior, and the
acquisition was measured to evaluate the effectiveness of peer models. Then, a new model
of another behavior were used to assess how the imitative behaviors generalized.

Results showed that, high rate of acquisition and generalization of imitative behavior were
produced by using prompting-and-fading procedure for some behaviors when its occurance
was unstable. But, the results might depend upon the topogmaphical boundaries of the
target behaviors.

Though it was suggested that peer models were useful to shape and generalize imitative

behavior, further investigation which facilitate generalination across topographical bounda-

ries will be needed.

Key words: autistic children, imitation, peer model, generalization, topographical

boundaries



