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Changing Attitudes toward Hearing Handicapped Person
through Use of Television

Katsumi TOKUDA

This study tested the effects of watching television about persons with hearing
impairment on students’ attitudes toward hearing handicapped persons. The sample for
the study consisted of 81 women’s college students aged 19 to 21. The Multi-
Dimensional Attitude Scale toward Hearing Handicapped Person was administered as
a pre and post test. '

The pre—p(;st scale differences generally indicated a positive change in attitudes
toward hearing handicapped persons. In four area, “refusal”, “integration”, “egocent-
rism” and “perplexity”, a positive change was confirmed. In only one area, “special
ability”, both a positive change and a negative change were not confirmed.

This study demonstrated that watching television can change students’ attitudes
toward the hearing handicapped. Whether this would persist as a long-term effect and

whether it would result in behavior change will require further study.

Key words: hearing handicapped, changing attitudes, watching television



