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Early Court Cases of Education for Handicapped Children in the U.S.A.

Yoshinori YAMADA and Shinro KUSANAGI

Over 500 court cases relating to education for handicapped children in the United States of
America have been collected. 17 court cases were in and before the 1960’s. They were named “early
court cases.”

At first, their profiles were introduced in order of date of judgement :

1. Watson v. City of Cambridge

2. State ex rel. Beattie v. Board of Education of City of Antigo

3. Board of Education of Cleveland Heights v. State ex rel. Goldman
4. 1In re Petty

5. Rogers v. Association for Help of Retarded Children, Inc.

6. FElgin v. Silver

7. Department of Public Welfare v. Haas

8. Wiltwyck School for Boys, Inc. v. Perry

9. Butler v. United Cerebral Palsy of Northern Kentucky
10. Esposito v. Barber
11. Gonzalez v. Mackler
12. Flemming v. Colorado State Board of Education

13. Hobson v. Hansen
14. Knauff v. Board of Education of Union Free School District No. 1
15. Wolf v. Utah State Legislature
16. In re William

17. Curry v. Board of Education of Union Free School District No. 9

Then the cases were analyzed. The following problems were discussed : (1) School Attendance,
(2) Mainstreaming, (3) School Construction, (4) School Age, (5) Institution, (6) Separation of
Religion and Politics, (7) Educational Placement, (8) School Accident, (9) Certification of Handicap,
(10) Placement Dicision, and (11) Traffic Expenses. On the whole, the cases were important

forerunners that insisted on the educational rights of handicapped children.

Key Words: U.S.A., education for handicapped children, early court case
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