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A Longituditional Study of Braille
Reading and Writing Ability

Ichiroh KONDOH, Naotake IKETANI and Masao SEO

The purpose of this study is to investigate the performance and development of braille reading
and writing ability in blind students.

As the subject, 53 blind students have been given the braille ability test for the past 14 years. Early
braille learning group (EBLG) who were 23 early blindness have started braille learning from the
elementarly grades, Late braille learning group (LBLG) who were 25 late blindness have started
braille learning from over 16 years old. Braille ability test contained five sub-tests : “50-on” tests the
ability of braille writing of japanese alphabet, “Me-gaki” tests the ability of braille writing speed,
“Tensya” tests the ability of braille reading to braille writing, “Tyousya” tests the ability of listening
to braille writing, “Yomi” tests the ability of braille reading (reading speed).

As the results, Early braille learning group showed that braile writing ability became increasingly
until 8th year, and braille reading ability became increasingly until 12th year. Late braille learning
group showed that braille reading and writing ability increased so lower performance than those of
EBLG in all sub-test. Especially, “50-on” of LBLG was markadly lower performance than EBLG.

It may indicate that they had a little excercise of braille reading and writing.

Key Words : braille, reading ability, writing ability, development, late blindness
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