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Summary

A Study on the Development of Communication Behavior
of the Young Deaf Children

Waka Fujita Sinro Kusanagi

The purpose of the present study was to anaiyze the developmental behavior of the “sponta-
neous communication” and the “respondent communication” in four young deaf children. Two
of them were one year old and the other were two years old.

The results were as follows:

1) Each subject showed a variety of the characteristics in the aspects of the “communication
function” and “expressive mode”.

2 ) But several aspects were common to all of four subjects.

For example,

(1) In the “spontaneous communication”, the major “communication function” which all sub-
jects used were “requirement” and “description”, and the major “expressive mode” were
“gesture”, “contact with others”, and “approach and/or presentation to others”. “Speech” was
not observed, but “vocalization” was observed with one or more “expressive mode” .
(2) In the “respondent communication”, “non-eye-contact” was always more frequent than
“eye-contact”. In “eye-contact”, the “communication function” used by all subjects was “recep-
tion”. Then “expressive mode” were @ “approach and paying attention to the speaker” which
was frequently observed, @ “paying attention to the pointed person or object” and “gesture”
which were observed less frequently than the former. In *non-eye-contact”, the major “commu-
nication function” was “indifference”, and the major “expressive mode” was “paying attention
to the pointed person or object”.
(3) In “gesture”, “pointing” was used most frequently with both the “spontaneous communica-
tion” and the “respondent communication”. We considered that these behavior characteristics
were due to hearing-impairments. And other factors contributing to these behavior characteris-
tics might be,

1) Analyzed scenes were mostly of a group direction.

2) As one year-old subjects developed, especially in the motor skill, they gradually became
active, and they showed more interest in the persons and objects in his/her surroundings. These
behaviors stimulated their mothers and promoted their interactive communication. These
behaviors were related with each other, and they made qualilty and quantity of mutual interac-
tion more richer.

Such results suggested it would be important to consider mothers’ aspects of quality and

quantity of communication behavior in the mutual interaction between them and their children,
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and how to make the “expressive mode” more appropriate and rich.

Key Word : young deaf children, communication, communication function, mode, mutual

interaction
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