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Integration of the MWM Program into Semantic Organizer

Akira okada

The purpose of this article is to explain and analyse the MWM Program for Developing

Language Abilities and the Semantic Organizer and then to compare two programes. After

these operation the writer searched for the way to integrate them into a teaching program for

the handicapped.

The MWM Program for Developing Language Abilities is based on the model of the Illinois
Test of Psycho-linguistic Abilities. The MWM Program tried to outline guidelines to the

development of remedial procedures. These guidelines gave direction and suggestions, but

leaved the teachers on their own to find or devise materials.
M.W.M. is the initial of three anthers, Minskoff, E. H. Wiseman, D.E. and Minskof{f,

J.G.

The materials and teaching activities are systematic and comprehensive.

They are

arranged developmentally. and make possible the maximum use of psychological principles of

learning. They also encompass a wide variety of teaching activities for each of the twelves

areas of the ITPA testing/teaching model.



The Semantic Organier is used to relate minor categories with a major category in a
special way. All well-written material is organized around a central topic. The central togic
becomes the major category of a semantic organizer. Comments in most maragraphs and
longer passages are related to a topic. In semantic organizers, the comments are represented
as minor categories. A semantic organizer is used chiefly to help students organize written
laﬁguage so that comments are logically related to a topic.

By this, children can learn processes and strategies for connecting language with a
cognitive organization and can help facilitate the assimilation of language to schemes. The
content and relationships are based on children’s experience and interests.

In integration of the MWM Program into Semantic Organizer, we should study them
carefully at the beginning. The MWM Program is rather element-oriented or analytic, while
the Semantic Organizer is rather synthetic and puts stress upon semantics rather than syntax.

The writer would recommend to begin teaching by the Semantic Organizer. In the
Semantic Organizer, we can expect to widen children’s concept and to enrich their own word
and sentences.

The MWM Program should introduce for diagnosis and remediation after the teaching by
the Semantic Organizer. It would develop the language abilities for the handicapped.

Key word: semantic organizer, M.W .M., auditory reception, verbal expression, auditory

-vocal association



