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Summary

Performane of Mentally Retarded Children
on Transitive Inference Task

Hisao Maekawa Junko Yano

In this report, we attempted to clarify whether or not mentally tetarded children (MA 5, 6)
can make transitive inference, when they are trained with the premise conditons. The results
were as follows:

1) Mentally retarded children of MA 6 could perform the transitive inference task and
remembered the premise conditions, as well as normal children of CA 5 and 6. But mentally
retarded children of MA 5 colud not remember the premise and failed to make transitive
inference. We thought that the failure was resulted from forgetting the premise conditions, since
positive correlation was indicated between the score of premise pairs and the score of transitive
pairs. So mentally retarded children could make transitive inference, if they remembered the
premise conditions.

2) Normal children of CA 6 showed clearly the symbolic distance effect. But other groups
showed only the part of the symbolic distance effect. It would be supposed as a previous level that
they could not integrate the premice conditions to linear order as inner representation, even if

they remember the premice conditions.

Key word . mentally retarded, transtive inference task, memory



