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Summary

A Case Study of Semantic-Pragmatic Syndrome
—The Training of Learing Attitude in Silent Reading—

Yukihiro Noguchi

Children with semantic-pragmatic syndrome may exhibit a variety of abnormal behaviors,
they may be hyperkinetic and distractible, and display some autistic features, especially in early
childhood.

The children have a striking difficulty processing such sophiscated linguistic devices as
embedded clauses, conditionals, and wh-questionforms in order to clarify this syndrome well.
Rapin indicates that it is important to test sentence comprehension ability in silent reading. This
training report is on the premise to this Rapin’s ideas. Therefore, it was carried out the training
to make learning attitude in silent reading by dividing four phased programs.

The training period was from April in 1983 to March in 1985, consisting of 42 sessions.

(1) Showing those pictures of conversation situation, verb, and opposition words, this phase
was trained to solve the task by only written language without a voice.

This training made possible of seeing a picture and writing letters.

(2) Thistraining program was performed the doing of sentence and the making composition of
action. As a result, these two porformance was possible.

(3) This phase was trained to combine the picture and key word in sentence. This result
clarified that this case’s reading ability was remained to vocabulary comprehension level.

(4) This phase was trained to learning in -reading long sentences and answer the
wh-questionforms. As a result, questionforms of who, where, when, what were learned relatively

better than those of why, how.

Key word : semantic-pragmatic syndrome, silent reading, word comprehension ability



